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| Reader, 


HOU art here Preſented with a little Piece , of a 

Great Man ; Great indeed, if great Picty, great Parts, 

great Learning, and great Wiſdom, may beadnut- 

ted to claim that Title : And we verily belive that 
none well accquanted with him , will deny lum his right : how- 
ever maleyolent Perſons may grudge hum the honour. It hath 
been expected, -and deſired by many , that ſome account of his 
Life might be given to the World ; But we are not willing to 
offer violence to his aſhes , by making him ſo publick now he is 
Dead, who ſo much affected privacy while he lived. Thou art 
therefore deſired to reſt ſatisfied with this brief account of him, 
That being very young he went to Cambridge, where in Immanuel 
Colledge, he was brought up under the Tuition of the preſent 
Arch-B. of Canterbury : What Gracious workings and Evidences 
of the New-Birth appeared in him while there, hath already 


Intimate. Some time he afterward ſpent in a private Famuly,and a 
little more in the exerciſe of Ins Miniſtery in Southwark , then re- 


moved'to New-Colledge in Oxon, where he was Fellow, and ſpent , 


ſeveral years ; being then taken norice of for his ſingular Gifts, 
and had in Reputation by the moſt Learned and Godly in that 
Univerſity, and upon that account the more frequently put upon 
Publick work. Being thence (the year after he had been Proctor) 
called over into Tre/and to a conſtant publick Employment, he 
excrciſed his Munſtry for about tour or five years, not with the 
approbation only , but to the adnuration of the moſt Wiſe al 
and Judicious Chriſtians, and with the concurrent applauſe of 
ſuch as were of very diftcrent ſentiments from him 1 the things 
of Religion; Nay , even thoſe that never loved his Picty, yet 
would commend his Learning and Gifts, as being beyond excep- 
tion, if not above compare. About the ycar 1660. Being di- 
charged from the publick exerciſe of his Miniſtry, he returned 
back into England, and in and about London ſpent the greateſt 
part of fifteen years, without any call to his old work in a ſetled 
way ; bur for about theſe five years laſt paſt hath been more 
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To the Reader. 


known by his Conſtant Preaching, of which we need nor ſpeak, 
bur let them that heard him , ſpeak forhim; or, if they ſhould 
be ſilent, his Works will do it. He was a Perſon of excellent 
Parts, ſtrong Reaſon, great Judgement, and (which do not often 
go together) curious Phantie, of high Improvements, and general 
Learning, as having bcen all his days a moſt diligent and metho- 
dical Student, and a great Redeemer of time, reſcuing nor only 
his reſtleſs hours in the Night , but his very walking-time in the 
Strects, from thoſe impertinencies and fruitleſs yanities which do 
ſo cuſtomarily fill up mens minds, and ſteal away their hcarts 
from thoſe better and more Noble objects, which do fo juitly 
challenge their greateſt regards : This he did by not only care- 
fully watching (as every good Chriſtian ſhould do) but con- 
ſtantly writing down his Thoughts, whereby he both govern'd 
them better , and furniſhed himſelf with many materials for his 
moſt claborate diſcourſes. His chief Talent was his Preaching- 
Gift, in which, to ſpeak modeſtly, he had few equals. To this 
therefore, as that for which his Lord and Maſter had beſt firred 
him (neglefting the practice of Phyſick, i which he had arrived 
ata conſiderable meaſure of knowledg) he did eſpecially addict 
himſelf, and dirc& his Studies, and even when Providence de- 
nicd him opportunities, yet he was {hull laying in more Stock, and 
preparing for work againſt he might be called to it. When he 
was 1n imployment, none that heard him, could juſtly blame his 
retiredneſs, he being even when moſt private, continually at work 
for the Publick ; and had he been leſs in his Study, he would 
have becn leſs liked in the Pulpit. His Library , furniſhed 
(though not with a numerous, yet) a curious collection of Books, 
was his Workhouſe, in which he labourcd hard all the week, and. 
on the Lords day made 1t appear , he had not been idle ; and 
that though he conſulted his privacy, yer he did nor indulge his 
Sloth. He was ſomewhat reſeryed where he 'was not well ac- 
quainted,otherwiſc very treeattable and communicative,where he 
underſtood and liked his Company. He affected not much ac- 
quaintance , becauſe he would eſcape Viſitants, well knowing 
how much the ordinary ſort of Friends were apt to take up of his 
time, which he could ill ſparc from his beloved Studics, mcet- 
ing with few that could give him better entertainment with 
their company , than he could give himſelf alone : They had 
necd be very good, and very learned, by whoſc converſe he could 
gain more. than by his own Thoughts and Books. He was a 
true Son of the Church of England, in that founi Dottrinc 
laid down in the Articles of Religion, and Taught by our molt 
famous ancient Divines and Reformers ; and a-rcal folluwer of 
their picty,as well as a ſtrenuous maintainer of th Truth they pro- 
teſſed. His Preaching was moſtly practical, yet rational and argu- 
micntarivc, 
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To the Reader 


mentative , to his Hearers underſtandings, as well as affections; 
and where Controverſics came in his way, he ſhewed great Acute- 
neſs and Judgment in diſcuſſing and determining them, and no 
leſs skill in applying them to practiſe : So that he was indeed 4 
workman that needed not to be aſhamed, being able by ſound Dofrine 
both to exhort and convince gain-ſayers. Some have thought his 
Preaching too high for vulgar Hearers;and it cannot be denied but 
his Gifts were ſuited to the more intelligent ſore of Chriſtians;yer 
it muſt withal be ſaid, that if he were ſometimes. deep, he was 
never abſtruſe ; he handled the great Myſteries of the Goſpel 
with much clearnefſs and perſpicuity ; ſo that if- in his Preaching 
he were above moſt, it was only becauſe moſt were below him. 
Several conſiderable Treatiſes on ſome of the moſt important 
points of Religion, he finiſhed in his ordinary Courſe, which he 
hath left behind him, in the ſame form he uſually writ them for 
the Pulpit. This comes out firſt as a Prodromus to ſeveral others 
deſigned to be made publick, as ſoonas they can be with con- 
veniency tranſcribed, which ( if the Lord will, and ſpare life ) 
ſhall be atteſted with our hands ; and whatever any elſe ſhall 
publiſh, can be bur imperfe&t Notes ( his own Copies being un- 
der our reviſal at the requeſt of his Friends ) taken from him in 
the Pulpit; in which, what nuſtakes do often happen, every one 
knows, and we have tound by experience 1n the caſe of this ve- 
ry Author more than once. This was thought fit to be ſaid 
to ſecure the Reputation of the Dead, and preyent the abuſe of 
the Living. Theſe Sermons might have come out with the ſo- 
lemn ceremony of large recommendations, the Authors worth 
being ſo well known to, and his Preaching fo highly eſteemed by 
the moſt eminent Miniſters about this City ; but itwas judged 
ncedleſs, his own Works being ſufficient to Praiſe him. 

One thing more 1s to be added, That ſuch as he is here, ſuch 
he 1s in his other pieces ; ſo that thou haſt here, Reader, a ſpeci- 
men of the ſtrain and Spirit of this holy man, this being his fa- 
muliar and ordinary way of Preaching, and theſe Sermons co- 
ming our firſt, not as if they were the non-ſuch of what he left 
behind him,but becauſe they could ſooneſt be diſpatched; and to 
obviate the injuries nught elſe be done by. ſpurious Treatiſes, 
both to. him, and thee; and likewiſe by this little taſte to gratifie 
the Apperites of ſuch who having been his Auditors, did long e- 
ven with greedineſs, to Feaſt themſelves again upon thoſe exce[- 
lent Truths, which in the delivery were ſo ſweet to them ; Per- 
haps too it may quicken their appetites who never heard him, it 
may be never yet heard of him.” If thou like this Cluſter, Fear 
not but the Vintage will be anſwerable : If thus little earneſt be 
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good metal, the whole ſum will be no leſs currant. Thar a Bleſ-- 


ſing from Heaven may be upon this work, and upon thee in 
read- 
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reading and ſtudying the Nature , and Beauty, and Ends of Dji- 
vine Providence, and that the Lord of the Harveſt ( eſpecially 
when ſo many are dayly called hymg ) would ſend forth more 
and more ſuch labourers mito the Ha | 


rycſt, 1s the hearty prayer 
of | 
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Thine in the Lord, 


RICHARD ADAMS. 
EDWARD VEAL. 
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2 Chron. 16. 9. 


For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole Karth, 
to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them whoſe heart is per- 
fe towards him. 


5 N the beginning of the Chapter you find Baaſha King of Tſrae! 
raiſing Walls about, and Fortifying Ramah, a place about 
twelve miles from Jeruſalezz, the Metropolis of Fxdah, intend- 
\ z, ing by that means to block Aſa up, becauſe Ramab lay juſt upon 
A I the Road between Jer»ſalem and Samaria, the Seats of the two 
AW WA)]= Kings, ver. 1. 
NAAR 8 Buzha was probably afraid of the Revolt of Iſrael to Judah, 
upon that Reformation of Religion wrought by Aſa, and therefore would Fortifie 
that place to be a hinderance, and to intercept any that ſhould paſs upon that ac- 
count. And to this purpoſe makes great preparation, as appears ver. 6. for with 
the proviſion Baaſha had made for the Fortification of Ramah z 4ſa after the 
ſeizing of theſe Materials builds two Towns, Gaba and Miſpah. 

Aſa ſeeing Baaſha ſo buſie about this Deſign, and fearing the conſequence of 
it , hath recourſe to carnal policy rather than to God : And therfore enters into 
league with Berhadad, a Neighbour,though an Idolatrous Prince, and purchaſerh 
his aſſiſtance with the Sacrilegious price of the Treaſure of the Temple, wer. 2, 3. 
And hereby engageth him to invade the King of 1ſraels Territories, that he wight 
thereby find work tor Basſha in another part, and ſodivert him from that Defign 
upon which he was ſo bent, ver. 3. Go, break, thy League with Baaſha, that he may 
depart from me. 

Benhadad is eaſily perſwaded by the quantity of Gold, ec. to break his League, 
and make an Inroad, and proves victorious, and takes many Citics where the 
Magazines ard Stores were laid up, ver. 4. ; 

Baaſha now to ſave his Countrey, and make head againſt his Enemies, is forced 
to leave Ramah ; whereupon Aſa, who watched his opportunity , ſeizeth the ma- 
terials he had left forthe fortifying of Ramab, and puts them to another uſe, ver. 

, 6. 
, Hanani the Seer is preſently ſent by God with a threatning of War, becauſe he 
applies himſelf to a Heathen Prince, rather than to the Lord of Hoſts,ver. 7. his 
fia 1s aggravated by Gods former kindneſs to him, and experience he had given 
him of his miraculous Providence in his ſucceſs againſt that vaſt Army of the 
Ethiopians and Lubims, or Lybians, and that upon his recourſe to, or reliance on 
God. Aud that he ſhould afterwards have recourſe to the arm of Fleſh, was a 
diſparagement to Gods providential kindneſs, ver. 8, He further aggravartes his fin 
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by the con(iderationof Gods general providential care of his Creatures, anv the 
particular end of it, and of all hisprovidences, viz. the good of hisChurch and 
po wer. 9. For the eyes of the Lord, &c. Eyes of the Lord, in Scripture, 
lignify, 
= /29 knowledge, Job 34.21. For his eyes are upon all the ways of man, and 

he ſees all bis goings. Heb. 4. 13. All things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do *. | 

2. His Providence. 

I. For good, Soitnotes his Grace and good Will ; fo his Eyes and his Heart are 
joyned together, 1 K ings 6. 3. Mine Eyes and my Heart ſhall be there perpetual- 


apparent inte- ly, viz. 1n his Temple, the place which he had hallowed to put his Name there 
r1074a, itd ut 
nbil latere 
; = 
Glaiſtus, 
Val. 3. 1. 106. 


for ever, Pſal. 32.8. I will guide him with mine eye, that is, I will counſel him, and 
dire& him 1n a gracious and a favourable way. Therefore to be cur off from the 
eze of the Lord, is to be deprived of his favour, 'Pſal. 31. 22. tor none can be 
cutoff from a ſimple knowledg of God : So Zach. 3. g ſeven eyes upon one ſtone, 
that is, the Providence of God was in an eſpecial manner with Chriſt in the midſt 
of his paſſion. 

2. For evil, So it notes His anger and vindidtive juſtice. Iſa. 3. 8. Their 46. 
ings are againit the Lord, to provoke the eyes of bis Glory. Kindneſs and anger ap- 

ar firſt in the Eye, one by its pleaſantneſs, the other by its redneſs. 

(Run) that notes diligence and care, an induſtrious inſpection into all things. 
Pſal. 119. 32. 1 will. run the ways of thy Commandments > noting ſpeed and dili- 

Ence, 
« In the Verſe, we have 

I. A Deſcription of Gods Providence. 

Il. The end of it. 

I. The deſcription of Gods Providence; 

1. The immediateneſs of it , | hiseyes] his own eyes, not anothers. Not like 
Princes,who ſee by their Servants eyes more thanby their own, what is done in their 
Kingdoms 3 his care is immediate. Though Angelsare Miniſters of his Providence, 
the Guardians and Watchers of the World,yet Godis their Captain,and is alwayes 
himſelf upon the Watch. 

2. Quickneſs and ſpeed of Providence [rn] Hiseyes do not only walk, but run + 
the round z they are not {lumbring eyes, nor drowzy eye-lids, their motion is 

uick and nimble. | 

2. Extent of Providence [ the whole EarthJall things in the Earth,all the hairs on 
the Heads of theſe men : The meaneſt Worm as well as the mightieſt Prince, the 
loweſt Shrub as well as the talleſt Cedar, every cranny, corner or chink of the 
Earth. 

4 Diligence of Providence {\ to and fro] His care is repeated, he looks this way 
and that way, againand again, his eyes are not confin'd to one place, fixed on one 
objed, but are alwaies rouling about from one place to another. 

5. The Efficacy of his Providence His care doth engage his (trength 3 he doth 
not only diſcover dangers, but prevent them; he hath Eyes to ſte, and 
Power to order all things according to his pleaſure Wile to ſce, and ſtrong to 


ſave. 


IE. The end of Providence to ſhew himſelf ſtrong, &c.)] 

I. Finis cujus, [ toſhew himſelf ſtrong. ] Heb. to make himſclf ſtrong, but beſt 
Tranſlated, to ſhew bimſelf ſtrong. It is not an addition of ſtrength, but an ex- 
erciſe of ſtrength that 1s here meant. 

2. Finis cyi, or the Perſons for whom, Thoſe that are perfe@ in heart. 


Do@rines. 
I. There is a Providence exerciſed by God in the World. 
2. All Gods Providences in the world, are in order to the good of his people. 
3. Sincerity in Gods way gives a man an intereſt in all Gods Providences , andthe 
good of then. | 
1. For the Firſt, There is a Providential inſpedion and Government of all things 
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in the World by God : *Tis not a bare fight of things that is here meant by Gods 
eye, but a fight and knowledge in order tothe Governing and diſpoſing of them, 
View this Doctrine at your leiſure, preached by God himſelf, with an inconceiva- | 
ble elegancy , and three whole Chapters ſpent in the Sermon, and *by the *Job 38. 35, 
£ ſalmijt *, Pal 147. 

Some obſerve , that the ſociety of Angels and Heavenly Creatures is repre- 148. 
ſented Ezek. 1. by a quaternarian number,becauſe the World is divided into four 
dimenſions, Eaſt, Weſt, North and South , as Intimating the extention of Gods ; 
Providence over all parts*,  —_— 

Things are not ordered in the World c2co 3mpetu 3 not by blind fortune, but an G——— 
Allſeeing Deity, who hath the management of all ſubJunary affairs, Ti;paya"ndvrauls cb4p5-pag. 3. 
Ti; mewua,* mira in dive v3 yinrg, was the Theological Maxim of the Stoicks. * Clemens ad 

Before I come partiularly to explain the Providence of God , I ſhall lay down Corinth, p34 
ſome Propoſitions as the Foundations of this Doctrine. , 

I. God hath an indiſputable and peculiar Right to the Government of the World: 

None ever queſtioned Gods Right, no nor his a&, but thoſe that were 
ſwelled with an unreaſonable ambition , ſuch as Nebuchadnezzar , who for 
this cauſe underwent the puniſhment of a ſeven years baniſhment from the ſo- 
ciety of men *. 

None indeed that acknowledg aGod, did or can queſtion Gods Right, though 
they may queſtion his Will and actual exerciſe of his Right. He is the Creator, 
and therefore is the Soveraign Lord and Ruler. The World is his Family, and as a 
Maſter, he hath an undoubted Right to govern his own Family;He gave all Crea- 
tures their beings, and therefore hatha right to enact their Laws, appoint their 
ſtations, and fix their ends. 'Tis as much his property and prerogative to rule, 
as it is to create. Creation is ſo peculiarly proper to God , that it is not com- 
municable to any Creature, no notto Angels, though of a vaſt Capacity in other 
things, and that becauſe they are Creatures themſelves. 'Tis as impoſlible for 


* Dan. 4. 17. 


| one Creature, or all, to govern the world, and manage all the boyſterous paſſions 


of men to juſt and glorious ends, as to create them. *Tis true, God uſeth in- 
ſtruments iu the executive part of his Providence z but he doth not defign the 
Government of the world only by Inſtruments. He uſeth them not for neceſli- 
ty, but ornament. He Created theWorld without them, and therefore can Govern 
the World without them. 

Virtus Creativa eſt fundamentum providentie & argumentum ad providentiane. 
This right is founded upon that of Creation as he is the cflicient cauſe of it. This 
right is alſo founded upon the excellency of his Being, That which is excellent 
having a right to rule in the way of that excellency, that which isinferior;z every 
man hath a natural right to rule another in his own art and skill wherein he excells 
him : IF it be the right of a chief Magiſtrate to manage the concerns of his King- 
dom, with what reafon can we deny that right to God? 

2. God only is qualified for the univerſal governwent of the World, All 
Creatures, as they were. unable to create themſelves, ſo are unable to 
manage themſelves without the Direction of a Superior power, much 
more unable to manage the vaſt body of the World. God is only fit in 
regard of, 

1. Power: Conſervation is continuata Creatio ; that power which is fit to Create, 
is only fit topreſerve. A continued Creation belongs as much to Omnipotency as 
the firſt Creation. 

The Governinent of it requires no leſs power, both in regard of the nume- 
rouſneſs of the objects, and the ſtrange contrariety of paſſions in rational Crea- 
rares, and qualities in irrational; conſervation is but one continued act with 
Creation, following one from an inſtant to duration, asa line from its Mathema- 


tical point *. * Tailors ex« 


2. Holineſs and Righteouſneſs. 1f he that hates right is not fit to govern, Job empler, pre- 
34- 17. then he that is infinitely Righteous, and hath an infinite love to Righte. #53" 
onſnefs, is the fitteſt to undertake that task 3 without Righteouſneſs there would 
be nothing but confuſion in the whole Creation. Diſorder is the effect of un- 
righteouſneſs, as order is the effect of yo__ The juſteſt man is fitteſt for ſub- 
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ordinate Government among men, and the infinite jult God is hitteſt tor the unj- 
verſal Government of the World. 

3. Knowledge. An infinite knowledge to deſcry all the contrivances and various 
labyrinths of the hearts of men , their ſecret intentions and aims, is neceſſary, 
The Government of the World conliſts more in ordering the inward faculties of 
men touching the hearts, and tuning them to play what notes he pleaſes, than in 
external things. No Creature hath the skillor power to work immediately upon 
the will of man 3 neither Angels nor Divils can do it immediately, but by pro- 
poſing objects,and workingupon the fancy, which 1snot alwaies ſuccesful, He thae 
created the heart,knows all the wards of it, and hath only the skill co turn it, and 
incline it as be pleaſesz he muſt reeds know all the inclinations of the Creatures 
and their proper activities,fince he alone conferred all thoſe ſeveral principles and 

ualities upon them. * Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of ihe 
Warld. viz. the particular natures, inclinations, inward motions, which no Crea- 
ture fully underſtands ; he needs no deputy to inform him of what is done, he 
is every where, and ſees all things : Worldly Governors cannot be every where 
eſſentially preſent. 

Godis ſo perfect in his knowledge of all things, that he cannot be impoſed up. 
on by the evil ſuggeſtions and flatteries of men or Angels. 

In nature it. is fo, the eye guides the body, becauſe that is the chief Organ 
of ſenſitive knowledge 3 the mind, which is the ſeat of Wiſdom, guides the 
whole. | 

4. Patience. Infinite patience is requiſite to the preſervation and government of 
the World in the circumſtances wherein it hath ſtood ever (ince the fall : What 

Angel, though the meekeſt, or can all the Angels in Heaven be Maſters of fo 
much patience as is needful for this work of governing the World, though for 
the ſpace of one day ? Could they bear with all thoſe evils which are commuted 
in the world in the ſpace of 24 hours ? Might we not reaſonably conceive, that 
they would be ſo tired with the obliquities, diforders, deformities which they 
would ſee in the acts of men, (beſides all the evil which is 1n the hearts of men, 
which lye without the verge of their knowledge) that they would rather call for 
fire from Heaven to burn the World to Aſhes. . 

* Averroes thought, that becauſe of Gods ſlowneſs to anger, he meddled not 
with ſublunary concerns: This rather fits him for it, becauſe he can bear with 
the injuries of wicked men, otherwiſe the World would not continue a 
moment, 

Angels, though powerful, holy, wiſe and patient creatures, yet being Creatures, 
they want the infiniteneſs of all theſe qualifications which are neceſſary to this 
government : Though they ure knowing, yet they know not mens hearts; though 
they are wiſe, yet they may be charged with a folly uncapable of this; though 
holy, yet not able in this reſpe&t to manage it to the ends and deſigns of an in- 
finite holineſs 3 though nimble, yet cannot be in all parts of the world at every 
turn :| but the Providence of God is infallible, becauſe of his infinite Wiſdom; 
indefatigable, becauſe of his Omnipotency z and righteons, becauſe of his Good- 
nels. 

3. There can be no reaſon rendered why God ſhould not aFnally govern the World, 
fince He only hath a right and fitneſs. If God doth not actually govern it, it is 
either becauſe He cannot, or becauſe He will not. 

1. Not becauſe He cannot, this inability muſt bc either for want of knowledge, 
or want of power. The one if aflerted, would deny his Omnipotence,the other 
his Omniſcience ; the one would make him a weak God,the other an ignorant Cod, 
and conſequently no God. 

2. Not becauſe He will not; Tf He canand will not, it is, ſay ſome, ateſtimony 
of envy, that he maligns the good of his Creatures : but nor to infiſt upon this 5 
This muſt be either becauſe of the 

1. Difficulty. This cannot be : What difficulty can there bein a ſingle word, Or 
one at of his will, which can be done by God without any moleſtation, were 
there millions of Worlds as well as this ? For ſtill they would be finite, and ſo 
goyernable by an infinite Superior. May we not more reaſonably think the form- 

| ig 
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ing ſuch a Maſs would require more pains than the government of it ? The right 
ſtringing an inſtrument is more trouble to a wagy than the tripping 0- 
ver the ſtrings afterwardsto make an harmony. What difficulty can it be to'Om- 
nipotence ? Is it a greater labour to preſerve and govern, than it was to create ? 
Doth not the Soul order every part of the body,and all its fun&ions, without any 
pain to it ? and ſhall not the God that madethat Soul ſo indefatigable, much more 
manage the concernments of the World without labour to himſelf > Is it not as 
eafie with God to guide all theſe things by one ſingle at of his Will, as for me by 
an act of my Soul to do many things without a diſtinct act of cogitation or con- 
{ideration before 2 Can it be more laborious to him, to govern the world, than 
it is to know all things in the World ? He ſees all things in an inſtant by one act 
of his underſtandings, and he orders all Creatures in a moment by one act of his 
will. Can one act of his will be more painful, than one act of his underſtanding? 
Canhe with a word make this great Ball, and can he not with as much eaſe order 
all to conform to the law of his own righteous will > Can a continual eruption of 
goodneſs be a difficulty to an infinite Being, which we find ratural to the 
Sun, to the Fountains, to the Sca, to many works of that Omnipotent Good- 
nels? Or, 

2. Diſparagement , Denial of Gods Providence over the leſſer things of 
the World, did ariſe from the conſideration of the ſtate of Monarchs, who 
thought it an abridgment of their felicity and dignity, to ſtoop to ſuch low con- 
ſiderations as the »rinutula of their eſtates might exact from them, but left them 
to their Vicegerents. But they conſider not that the felicity of God as it reſpects 
the Creature, is to communicate his goodneſs to as many ſubjects as he hath 
made capable of his care. If it were his glory tocreate the world, can it be his 
diſhonour to Govern it ? The glorifying his wiſdomis as honourable to him as 
the magnifying his power; though both are eminenit in Creation and Providence, 
yet his wiſdom is more fignal in the Governing, as his power wasin framing of the 
world. 

Why was it not as much a diſparagement to God'to Create things contempti- 
ble in our eyes, as ſince he hath Created them to take care of them, and marſhal 
them for his own glorious ends? The Sun in the Heavens isa ſhadow of God, 
which doth not diſdain tocommunicate its natural goodneſs, and emit its beams 
' to the meaneſt Creatures, and let the little flies ſport themſelves in them, as well 
as the greateſt Princes : and tranſmits its influences upon things obſcure and at a 
diſtance from it , whereby it manifeſts an univerſal regard to all. And would 
it not be a diſparagement to an infinite goodneſs to be out-ſtript by a 
Creature , which he hath ſet up for a natural communication of goodneſs to the 
reſt of the World? The very conſideration of the Sz, and the nature of it, 
gives us as much an account of God, as any inanimate being whatſoever: *Tis 
as much the Suns honour to produce a ſmall Inſe& , as the growth of the greateſt 
Plant. 


* Have not all Creatures a natural affe&ion in them to preſerve and provide for * Morne. de Ral. tis. world. p.19- 
their own? hath not God much more,who endued all creatures with that diſpoſi. Verit Relig. 
tion 2 Whatſoever is a natural perfefion in Creatures, is eminently an infinite G4yp, 11, 


perfection in God. If it be therefore a praiſe to you to preſerve your own, can 
it bea diſgrace toGod? You may as well ſay, it isas much a diſhonour to him to 
be good, as to have a tender regard to his Creatures. Cenſure him, as well you 
may, for creating them for your delightas preſ&ving and governing them for the 
ſame end. They are all good, for he pronounced them ſo; and being ſo, a God 
of goodneſs will not account them unworthy of his care. Are they now the 
Products of his Omnipotent wiſdom, and (hall not they bethe objects of his dire& 
ing Wiſdom? If they are not unworthy of Godto create,how can they be unwor- 
thy of God to govern them ? It would be as much below him to make them, as 
to rule them when they were made. 


4. Therefore, God doth aually preſerve and govern the World; though Angels Fowrhly, 


are in Miniſtry in ſome particular works of his providence, yet God is the Steers= 
man, who gives out his particular ordersto them. 

Jacobs Ladder had the top in Heaven, where God ſtood to keep it firm : Its 
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foot on Earth, and the Angels going up and down upon ſeveral errands at their 


Maſters beck. 
As God made all things for himſelf, ſo he orders theends of all things made by 


him, for his own glory. For being the moſt excellent and intelligent Agent, he 
doth reduce all the motions of his Creatures to that end for which he made 
them. 

This aftual government of the World by God, brancheth it ſelf out in three 
things. 

Nothing is aFed in the world without Gods knowldege. The Viſion of the 
Wheels in Ezekiel, preſents us with an excellent portraiture of providence, there are 
eyes round about the Wheel*, 

The eye of God is upon the whole circle of the Creatures motion. In all the 
revolutions in the World, there is the Eye of Gods Omniſcience to ſee them, arid 
the arm of his Omnipotence to guide them: Not the moſt retired corner, or the 
darkeſt cell, not the deepeſt cavern, or moſt inward projet, nor the molt ſecret 
wickedneſs, not the cio{-i{t goodneſs, bur the eye of the Lord beholds it. * Proy, 
15. 3. Theeyes of the Lord arein every place, beholding the evil and the good, He 
hears the words, ſces the actions, knows the thoughts, regiſters the gracicus dif- 


courſes, bottles up the penitent tears, and conhiders all the wayes of men; not 


a whiſpered Oath, not an Atheiſtical thought, though but only peeping uponthe 
heart, and ſinking down again 1n that maſs of corruption 3 not a diſorderly word, 
but he knows and marks it. The Soul hatha particular knowledge of every :(t,be- 
cauſe it 1s the ſpring of every att in any member:;and nothing 1s done in this little 
World, but the Soul knows 1t. Surely then there 1s not an act done in the world, 
nor the motionof any Creature, but as God doth concur to it,he muſt needs know 
what he doth concur to. The knowledge and ordaining every thing, is far leſs to 
the infinite being of God,than the knowlecg and ordaining every motion of 
the body is to a finite Soul. 

Or, Suppoſe a Soul cloathed with a body of as big a proportion as the mat- 
ter of the whole Creation, it would aCtuate this body, though of a greater bulk, 
and know every motion of it. How much more God, who hath infinity and 
cxccllency and ſtrength of all Angels and Souls, muſt needs attuate this World, 
and know every motion of it? There is nothing done in the World, but fome 
Creature or other knows 1t ; he that ads it, doth at leaſt know it : It God did 
not know it , the Creatures then in that particular knowledge would be ſupert- 
or to God, and know ſomething mor than God knows 3 can this be potii- 
be 2? 

2. Nothing is aTed in the World without the Will of God. His Will either com- 
mands it, or permits it. * P/al. 135. 6. Whatſoever the Lord pleaſed, that did he in 
Heaven and in Earth. 

Even the fins of the World, his will permits them, his power aſlaſts in the at, 
and his Wiſdom orders the finfulneſs of the att for holy ends. The Four 
Chariots in Z*ch, 6. 2, 3,4, 5- by which ſome underſtand Azgels, are ſent 
upon commiliuon into the ſeveral parts of the world, and compared to Chariots, 
both for their ſtrength, their ſwiftneſs, their employment in a military wayto 
ſecure the Church. Theſe are ſaid to come * out of the two Mounrains of braſs, 
which ſignify the irreverſible'decrees of God, which the Angels are to execute. 
He alarums up the Winds, when he would have Jorzh arreſted in his flight. He 
ſounds a retreat to them, and locks them np in their Chambers *. Bread bath a 
natural vertue in it to nouriſh, but it muſt be accompanied with his ſecret blef- 


fing, Mat. 4. 4- 
Virtute print actus, agunt agentia omnia quicquid agunt. 


3- Nothing deth ſubſeſt without Gods care and power. His eyes running to and 
fro, implics not only knowledg, but care. He doth not carelefly behold what 1s 
done in the World, but like a skilful Pilot, he fits at the helm, and ſteers the 
World in what courſe it ſhould Sale. Our being we owe to his power, our 


well-being to his care, our motion and exerting of every faculty, to his merciful 
provi- 
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providence and concurrence 5 in him we live and move and have our being *. He + 2 ;- .g 
frames our being, preſerves our life, concurs with our motion. This is an Idea | 
that bears date in the minds of men, with the very notion of a God. Why «le 
did the Heathen 1n all their ſtreights fly to their Altars, and fill their Temples with 
cries and ſacrifices ? To what purpoſe was this, if they had not acknowledged 
Gods ſuperintendency, his taking notice of their cauſe, hearing their prayers, 
conſidering their cries > Why ſhould they do this, if they thought that Ged 
did not regard humane affairs, but ſtood untouched with a ſenſe of their 
miſeries ? : 

If all things were done by chance, there coull be no perdictiens of future 
things, which we frequently find in Scripture, and by what wayes accomplith«d, 
Impoſlible it is that any thing can be continued without his care. If God ſhould 
in the leaſt moment withhold the influence of his Providence, we ſhould mclc 
iQto nothing, as the impreſſion of a Seal upon the water, vaniſhes, asfoon asthe 
Seal is removed; or as the refleCtion of the face 1n the glaſs difappears upon the 
firſt inſtant of our removal from it. The light iatheair is by participation of the 
light of the Sunz The light 1n the air withdraws upon the departure of the Sun, 
The Phyliical and moral goodneſsfhe Creature would vaniſh upon the xemoval of 
God from it, who isthe Fountain of both. 
- What an Artificer doth work, may continue,though the workman dies, becauſe 
| what he doth 1s materially, as to the matter of it, ready to his hands; he creates 
not the matter, but only ſers materials together, and difpofſtth them into ſuch a 
form and Figure: But God gives a being to the matter and form of all things, and 
therctore the continuance of that being depends upon his preferving-influence *, * $:!1in>feer 
God upholds the World, and cauſes all thoſe laws which he hath imprefled upon Orig. ſacre. 
every Creature, to be put 1n exccution 3 not as a man that makes a Watch, and SP _ 
winds it up, and then ſuffers it to go of it (elf; Or thatturns a River intoanother © 
Channel, and lets it alone to run 1n the graft he hath made for it; but there is a 
continual concurrence of God to this goodly frame. For they do not only live, 
bu move in him, or by him 3 His living and Omnipotent power runs through 
every vein of the Creation, giving it life and motion, and ordering the as of 
every part of this great body. All the motions of ſecond cauſes are ulti- 
mately reſolved into the Providence of God, who holds the firſt link of them 
in his hands *. More particularly, the nature of Providence way be explained by « wor +. -; 


Two propoiutons. 22. 

The univerſality of it. His eyes run to and fro throughout the whole Fi Propoſi- 
Earth, ron. 

"Tis over all Creatures, 1. The higheſt. 2. The loweſt. 

T. The higheſt and moſt magnificent pieces of the Creation. Firſs, 


1. Over Jeſus Chriſt, the firit-born of every Creature. Gods providence was 
in an cſpectal manner converſant about him, and fixed upon bim. Ir was by the 
determinate Counſel of God, that he was delivered up*: His providence was Gili- * 48: 2. 2x, 
gently exerciſed about him in his whole courſe. Chriſt an{wers his Mothers ſo. 
licitouſneſs with the care his Father took of him *. Doyou not know that am #*t ut. ». 49. 
about thoſe things my Father takes care of * ? This expoſition beſt agrees with miſt zou no: 
his reproof, who blames them for creating ſomuchtroubletothemſelves upon their Rome 
miſting him in the Town. Tis not, why do you interrupt mein my difpute with Farhers buy- 
the Jew:;/þ Doftors? But [ How 1s it that you ſought me? Do you think 1 am not Rd 
under the care of my Father ?J] It was particularly cxerciſed on him in the midſt arg. 
of his paſſion *, Sever eyes were upor the Stone; Seven, a number of perteCtion, a Hammond 

. . 31 loc. 
perfect and peculiar care of God attended him. * Zach, 3. 9. 

2. Over Angels and Men. The Soul of the leaft Animal,and the ſmalleſt plant, 
is formed and preſcrved by Gog, but the breathof mankind is more particularly 
in his hand: Job 12. 10. In whoſe hand is the Soul of every living thing, and the 
breath of all Mankind. 

1. Over good Angels and Men. He charges his Angels with folly and weak- 
neſs. They cannot dirett themſclves without his wiſdom, nor preferve themſelves 
without his power. God hath a Book of Providence, wherein he writes down 
who ſhall be preſerved, and this Book Moſes underſtands, Exod. 32. 33. Whoſoever 


hath 


: A Diſcouſe of _ 


hath ſinned againſt ne, hin will I blot out of my Book ;, not the Book of Elettion, 
no names written there are blotted out 3; but out of the Book of Providence. 
As it is underſtood, Iſa. 4. 3. [Every one that is written among the living in 


* Hortons Teruſalem,] 7. e. every one whom God deſigns to preſervation and deliverance *. 
_ P{.37- That God, ſurely, that hath a care of the mean animals, will not be careleſs of 


his affectionate Worſhippers. He that feeds the Ravens, will not ſtarve his Doves. 
He that ſatisfies the Ravening Wolf, will not famiſh his gentle Lambs and harmlef 
* Gen.2.9- Sheep. He ſhelters Facob from Labans fury , and * tutors him how he ſhould 
carry himfelf towards the good man. He brought Hamar out of favour, and ſee 
Mordecai 1n his place for the deliverance of the Jews which were defign'd for 
ſlaughter. 
= Over evil Angels and Men. Gods power preſerves them, his patience ſuffers 
them, his Wiſdom orders thzm, and their evil purpoſes and performances to his 
own glory. The Devil cannot arreſt Job, nor touch a Lamb of his Flock, nor 
a hairof his head, without a commiſſion from God. He cannot enter into one fil- 
thy Swine inthe Gaderezes herd, without asking our Saviour leave. Whatever he 
doth, he hath a grant or permiſſion from Heaven for it. Gods ſpecial provi- 
dence is over his people,bur his genecal Providence over all Kingdoms and Coun- 
treys. 
He takes careof Syria, as well as of Judea z and ſends Fliſha to anoint Hazac! 
*1 King. 19. King of Syria, as well as Jehn King of Iſrae! *, Though Imacl had mocks for 
- 25.16, Iſaac, yet the God of Iſazc provided for the wants of {fhmael *. He canſeth his 
17, 18. Sun to ſhine upon tbe unjuſt,as well as the juſt, to produce Fruits and plants for their 
preſervation. 
[1. Over the meaneſt Creatures. As the Suns light, ſo Gods Providence dif. 
dains not the meaneſt worms. *Tis obſerved, that in the enumeration of the 
* Gen. 1.21. Worksof Creation *, only the Great Whales and ſmall creeping things are menti- 
oned, and not the intermediate Creatures; to ſhew, that the leaſt as well as the 
greateſt areunder his care.  *Tis one of his Titles tobe the preſerver of Beaſts as 
* Neh. 9.6. well as men*. He is the great Caterer for all Creatures *. The young Lyons ſeek, 
* Pf. 104- 21+ their meat from God. They attend him for their daily portion, and what they 
gather and meet with in their purſuit, is Gods gift to them, verſ. 27, 28. He 
liſtens to the cries of the young Ravens, though they are Birds of Prey. He 
gives to the Beaſt bis food, and to the young Ravens which cry *. In Pſalm. 104, 
David throughout the whole reads a particular Lecture of this Doftrine, wherein 
you may take a proſpe&t of Gods Providence all over the world. He afts them 
by a Commandment and imprinted Law upon their natures, and makes them ©,:- 
ſerve exadtly thoſe (ſtatutes he enaQts for the guidance of them in their proper 0- 
perations, Pſal. 147. 15. | he ſendeth forth his Commandment upon Earth, and kis 
word runs very ſwiftly ] viz. his word of Providence. God keeps them in the 
*PC. 119.91. obſervation of their firſt ordinance *. They obſervetheir ſtations,the Law God: 
They contri hath ſet them,as if they hada rational knowledg of theirduty in their particular 
1s day accor- a s : : , 
ding to thine motions, Pſ. 104. 19. the Sun khnoweth his going down. Sometimes he makes them 
Ordo neey, Inſtruments of his Miniſtry to us ; ſometimes executioners of his judgments. 
Cores. i.e. Lice and Frogs arm thenſelves , at his command to puniſh Egypet. He makes a 
The Earth and Whale to attend Joras dropping into the Sea, to bean inſtrument both to puniſh 
what 1:51PM and preſerve him? Yea,and which is more wonderful,the multitude of the very 
; Cattel is brought among others as a reaſon of a peoples prefervation from de- 
ſtruQtion, Jonah 4. 11. the multitude of the Cattel are joyned with themultitude 
of the infants, as an argument to ſpare Nineveh. He remembers Noah's Cattel 
as well as his Sons, Ger. 8. 1. God remembered Noah and every living thivg, 
* particular and all the Cattel that were with him in * the Ark. He numbers the very hairs 
Ai of remem- of our heads,that not one falls without his Will. Not only the immortal Soul, but 
— |» the decaying body z not only the vital parts of that body, but the inconſiderable 
God for the hairs of the head, are under his care. 
very Fartel. [. This is no diſhonour to God, to take care of the meaneſt Creatures. *Tis as ho- 
nourable for his Power to preſerve them, and his Wiſdom to Govern them, as for 
both to create them. *Tis one part of a mans righteouſneſs to be merciful to his 
beaſts which he never made; and is it not a part of Gods righteouſneſs, _ 
ector 


* Pfal. 147. 9. 


Drume Providence. >70 
ReQor of the World, totake care of thoſe Creatures which ke did not diſdain to 
givea being to? 

TI. It rather-conduaeth to his honour. | 

1. The hononr of his goodneſs. It (ſhews the comprehenſivencls of his gaodaels, 
which embraceth 1n the arms of his Providence, the loweſt, W orm, as well as the 
higheſt Angel. Shall infinite goodneſs frame a thing, and make no proviſion fot 
its ſubſiſtence? At the firſt Creation he acknowledged whatever he had: created , 
good in his kind, good in themſelves, good in order to the end:for which 
he':created them 5 *tis therefore an honourable thing for his ggpdneſs to 
condu& them to that end which in their Creation he defign'd them, for 3 and 
not leave them wild diforders, unſuitable to the cnd of that goodneſs which 
firſt called them. into being. If he grow out of love with the operations 
of his hands, he would ſeem to grow out' of love with his own goodnels 
that formed them.. 

2. The honour of his Power and Wiſdom. The Power of Godis as much ſeen in 
making an inſect full of life and ſpirit inall the parts of it, to pertorm all the aCti- 
ons ſuitable to its life and nature, as in making Creatures of a greater bulk; and 
is it not for the honour of his Power to preſerve them, and the honour of his 
Wiſdom to dire thele little'animals to the end he jntended in their Creation 3 
for as little as they ſeem to be, an end they have, and glorious too, for zatzs 
ra nihil facit fruftra. It ſeems not to conſiſt with his Wiſdom toneglecd that which 
he hath vouchſafed to Create. And though the Apoſtle feems to deny Gods 
care of Brutes, x Cor. 9. Doth God take care for Oxen?  'I is true God did 
not in that Law only take care of Oxey, 7. e. with a legitlative care , as making 
a Law only for them , though with a Providential care he doth 5 but the A» 
poſtle there doth not deny Gods care for Oxen, but makes an argument a minor: ad 
HRjHS. 

L Providence extends to a'l the ations and motions of theCreature. Every ſecend 

cauſe implies a dependance upon a firſt caule in its operation. It God did nor 

extend his Providence over the actions of Creatures, he would not every where, 
and in all things and beings be the firſt Cauſe. | | | 
1.7o natural Ations. What an orderly motion is there in the natural aftions of 

Creatures, which evidencetha guidance by an higher reafon, lince they have none 

of their own? How do fiſh ſerve ſeveral coatis at feveral (catons,, as if ſent upon 

a particular meſſage by God ? This cannot be by any other faculty than the in- 

ſtinct their Mak«; hath put into them. Plants that grow between a barren: and 

fruit fu! Soil, ſoot all their roots towards the moiſt and fruitful ground 3 by what 
other cauſe than a ſecret direction of Providential Wiſdom *2 There is a Law * angry; 

impreſt upon them and their motions, that are ſo orderly, as if they were acted Catechitical 

according to a Covenant and agreement between them and their Creator, and ®**m*p6: 

; therefore called the Covenant of the day and night *. What avails the toyl and la- * jer. 32.20. 

1 bour of man in plowing, trading, watching, unleis God influence, unlets he 

i bleſs, unleſs he keep the City? The proceed of all things depends vpon his good- 

q neſs in blefling, and his power in preſerving. God lignified this, when he gave 

the Law from Mount Sia, promifing the People , that if- they kept his Com- 
mandments, he would give them rain in due ſeaſon , and that the Earth ſhould 
brig forth her Fruit *®. Evidencing thereby, that thoſe natural cauſes can pro- * Lev. 26.5; 4 
duce nothing without his bleſſing; that though they have natural principles to —_ { 
produce ſuch Fruits according to their natures, yet he can put a ſtop to their O- Sad tbe £428 
perations, and make all their Fruits abortive, He weighs the waters, -how much ſb4/l yield her 
ſhall be poured out in ſhowrs of rain upon the parched Earth, He makes ri {7:57 
decree for the rain, and gives the Clouds Commithion to ditiolve themlelves fo field ſeallyield 
much and no more*. Yea, he doth order the conduct of them by counſel, as arg 
imploying his wiſdom about theſe —_ which are of concern to the World, Job Ia — + 5. : 
37.11,12, He ſcattereth his bright Cloud,and it is turned round about by his Connſeis, 
—_ they may do whatſoover he commands then upon the face of the World in the 
arth. 
2. ToCivil aFions. Counſels of men are ordered by himto other ends than 


what they aim at, and which their Wiidom cannot diſcover, God ſtirred up 
Seracherib 


[9 


* Jonah 2. 10. 
* Dan. 3. 


*Pro. 16.]33- 


*; King, 22. 
34, 
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Senacheribto be the Executioner of his juſtice upon the Jews, and afterwards up» 
on the Egyptians, when that great King deſigned only the ſatisfattion of his am» 
bition in the enlarging his Kingdom, and ſupporting his greatneſs. 1ſe, ro. 6, 7. 
T will ſend him againſt an Hypocritical nation , and againſt the people of my wrath: 
howbeit he means not ſo, neither doth his heart think ſo, [ He deſigns not to be an 
inſtrument of my juſtice] but it is in his beart to deſtroy aud cut off Nations, not 
a few. His thoughts and aims were far different from Gods thoughts. The 
hearts of Kings are in his hands, as wax in the hands of a man, which he can 
work into what form and ſhape he pleaſes He hath the ſoveraignty over, and 
the ordering the hearts of Magiſtrates, P/a. 47. 9. the ſbields of the)Earth belong 
#nto God. Counſels of men for the good of his people, are his aft. The Princes 
adviſed Jeremiab and Baruch, Fer. 36. 19. to hide themſelves, which they did, 
yet ver. 26, it is ſaid the Lord hid them. Though they followed the advice of 
their Court-friends, yet they could not have been ſecured, had not God ſtep't in 
by his providential care, and covered them with his hand. It was the Courtiers 
Counſel, but God challenges the honour of the ſucceſs. 

Military aCtions are ordered by him. Marſhal employments are ordered by his 
providence. He is the great General of Armies : Tis obſerved that in the two 
Prophets, [ſaiah and Jeremiah, God is called the Lord of Hoſts no leſs than a 
Hundred and Thirty times*. yp 

3. To preternatural aFions. God/doth command Creatures to do thoſe things 
which are no way ſuitable to their inclinations, and gives them ſometimes for his 
own ſervice a writ of eaſe from the performance of the natural Law he hath 
impreſſed upon them. A devouring Raven is made by the Providence of God 
the Prophets Caterer jn time of Famine *. God inſtructs a ravenous Bird in a le( 
ſon of abſtinence for Elijab's ſafety, and makes it both a Cook and a Serving- 
man to the Prophet. The Whale that delights to play about the deepeſt part of 
the Ocean , approaches to the ſhore, and attends upon Joxah to tranſport him 
to the dry Land *. The fire* was (lacked by God, that it ſhould not ſinge the 
leaſt hair of the three Childrens heads, but was let looſe to conſume the Officers 
of the Court. The mouths of the ravenous Lyons which had been kept with an 
empty ſtomach, were muzled by God, that they ſhould not prey upon Daziel in a 
whole nights ſpace. God taught them an Heroical temperance with ſo dainty 
« diſh at their mouths, and yer they tore the accuſers 1n a trice, 

4. To all ſupernatural and miraculous ations of the Creatures which are as ſo 
many new Creations. As when the Sun went backward in Hezekzab's time; 
when it ſtood (till in the valley of Ajalor, that Foſbnabh might compleat his Viftory 
on the Canaanites. The boyſterous waves ſtood on a heap like Walls to ſecure the 
Iſraelites paſlage 3 but returning to their natural motion, were the /Þgyptians 

ulchre. When Creatures have ſtept out of their natural courſe, it could not 
be the att of the Creature, it being ſo much againſt and above their natures, but it 
muſt be by the order of ſome Superior Power. 

5. To all fortuitous aFions, What is caſual to us, isordained by God ; as effefts 
ſtand related tothe ſecond cauſe, they are many times contingent; but as they ſtand 
related to the firſt cauſe, they are acts of his Counſel, and directed by his Wiſdom. 
God never left ſecond cauſes to ſtraggle and operate in a Vagabond way ; tho 
the effect ſeem to us tobe a looſe act of the Creature, yer it is directed by a 
Superior cauſe to a higher end than we can preſently imagine. The whole dit- 
poſing of the lot which is caſt into the lap, is from the Lord *. A Souldier ſhoots 
an arrow at random, and God guides it tobe the Executioner of Ahab for his 
Sin * ; which Death was unatia by Micaiah, v. 17, 28, God gives us acertain 
Rule to judge of ſuch contingencies, Exod.21.13. And if a man lye not in wait, but 
God deliver bin into his hand ; A man accidentally kills another, but it is done 
by a ſecret commiſſion from God. [| God delivered hime into his hands. } Provi- 
dence is the great Clock, keeping time and order, not only hourly, but inſtantly 
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6. To all voluntary aFions. "T0 

I. To good ations. Not by compelling, but ſweetly inclining, determining 
the Will, fo that it doth that williogly, which by an unknowa and unſcen necelli- 
oy 
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CO_ 


ty cannot be omitted. It conſtrains not a man to good againſt his will, but pdw- 
erfully moves the willto do that by conſent, which God hath determined ſhall be 
done. The way of man is not in himfelf; the motion 1s mans, the ation is mans, but 
the dire&ion of his ſteps is from God, Jer. 10. 23. *Tis not in man that walketh, 
to dire( his ſteps. 

2. To evil ations. | 

t. In permitting them to be dove. [Tdolatries and follies of the Heathen were 
permitted by God. He cliecked them not intheir courſe, but laid the reinsupon 
there necks, and ſuffered them to run what race they pleaſed, As 14. 16. Who 
in times paſt ſuffered all nations to walk in their own wayes, Not the moſt exc- 
crable villany that ever wascommitted in the world, could have beendone with- 
out his permiſſion. Sin isnot amrabile propter ſe, and therefore the permiſſion of 
it is not deſirable in it ſelf, but the permiſſion of it is only defirable, and hoxe- 
ftatur ex fine. God isgood and wiſe and righteous 1n all his afts : ſo likewiſe in 
this att of permitting lin : and therefore he wills it out of ſome good and righ- 
teous end, which belongs tothe manifeſtation of his glory, which is that he intends 
in all the a&ts of his will ; of which this is one. Wicked men are ſaid to be a ſtaff 
in Gods hand 3 as a man manages a ſtaff which 1s 1n his own power, fo doth God 
manage wicked men for his own holy purpoſes, and they can go no farther than 
God gives them licence. 

2. In ordering them. God governs them by his own unſearchable Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, and directs them to the beſt and holieft ends. Contrary to the 
natures of the fins, and the integtions of the ſinner. Joſeph's Brothers fold him 
to gratifie their revenge, and God ordered it for their preſervation in a time of 
famine. Pharaoh's hardneſs is ordered by God for his own glory, and that Kings 
deſtruction : God decrees the delivering up Chriſt to Death, and Herod, Pilate, 
the Phariſees, and common rout of People 1n ſatisfying their own paſſion, do but 
execute what God had before ordained. AG. 4. 28. for to do whatſoever thy hand 
and thy Connſel determined before to be done. Judas his Covetouſneſs, and the 
Devils malice, are ordered by God to execute his decree forthe redemption of the 
World. Titus the Emperour, his ambition led him to Ferxſalem, but Gods end i3 
the fulfilling of his threatnings, and the taking revenge upon the Jews for thei? 
murdcriiig of Chriſt, The aim of the Phyſician is the Patients health, when the 
intent of the Leeches 1sonly to fuck the blood. God hath holy ens in permit+ 
ting ſin, while man hath unworthy ends 1n committing it. The ratn which makes 
the Farth fruntful is exhaled out of the Salt-waters, which would of themſelves 
ſpoil the ground and make it unfruitful. The deceiver and the deceive are his, 

ob 12. 15. Both the aftion of the Devil the Seducer , and of wicked men the 
{educed,are reſtrained by God within due bounds,in ſubſerviency to kis righteous 
will. [ For with hin is ſtrength and wiſdom. 


2. As Providence is univerſal, ſo it is myſterious, Who can trace the motions Second Progs- 


of Gods eyes in their race ? He makes the Clouds his Chariot* in his motions about #12» 


the Earth, and his throne is inthe dark. He walks upon the wings of the wind, 
His providential ſpeed makes it too quick for our underſtanding. His wayesare 
myſterious, and put the reafonand wiſdomof mento a ſtand. The cleareſt fighted 
Servants of God do not ſee the bottom of his works, the motion of Gods eyests 
too quick for ours. 

John Baptiſt is ſo aſtoniſht at the ſtrange condeſcention of his Saviour to be 


*Pſal. fog. 2, 


baptiſed of him, that he forbids it *; Man is a weak Creature, and cannot trace * Mex. , 


or {et out the wiſdom of God. 

But this myſteriouſneſs and darkneſs of Providence adds a luſtre to it. As 
ſtones ſet in Ebony, though the grounds be dark, make the beauty and ſparkling 
theclearer, 

i. His wayes are above humane methods. Dark Providences are often! the 
groundwork of ſome excellent piece he is about to diſcoverto the world. His 
methods are like a plaited Pi&ure, which on the one fide repreſents a Negro, on 
the other a Beauty. He lets Sarahs womb be dead, and then brings out the root 
of a numerous progeny. He makes Facob a Cripple, and then a Prince to prevail 
with God ;he gives hima wound, and then a bleſſing. He fends not the Goſpel 
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till reaſon was nonpluſt, and that the world in that higheſt wiſdom it hed at zz 
that time attained unto, was not able to arrive to the knowledge of God, 1 Cor. 
I. 21. After that the World by Wiſdom knew not (70d, it pleaſed (Jod by the fool- 
zſhneſs Hl preaching to ſave them that believe. 

2. His ends are of a higher ſtrainthan the aims of men. Who would have thoyot; 
that the forces Cyrus raiſed againſt Babylonto fati:fie his own ambition, {how 
be a means to deliver the [ſrael:tes, and reſtore the Worſhip of God in the Tem. 
ple ? God had thisend, which Iſaiah prophecyed of, and Cyresnever dreamt of, /(z, 
62 .41T hat ſaith of Cyrus,thor art my dhepherd, ard ſhalt perf. ra all my pleaſure, 
even ſaying, that Jeruſalem fhall be built, $c.* And thisalong time before Cyrus was 
born: Pharaoh ſent Iſrael a way in the verynight, at theend of the four hundred 
and thirty years, the time perfixt by God; he could not keep them longer becauſe 
Gods promiſe, he would not becauſe of Gods Plagues. God aims at the glorify ing 
his truth, in keeping touch with his word. Pharaoh deſigns not the accomolithir; 
Gods will, but his deliverance from Gods judgements. ng 

There is an obſervable conſideration to this purpoſe, how Gods ends arc far 
different from mans. Luke 2. 1, 4. In the taxing the whole World by Augn/ius. 
Auguſtus out of pride to ſee what a numerous people he was Prince of, would tax 
the whole world : Some tell us he had appointed theenroling the whole Empire 
Twenty Seven years before the Birth of our Saviour, and had proclaimed it at 
Tarracon in Spain : But ſoon after this proclamation, Arguſtus found a breaking 
out of ſome (tirrs, and thereupon deferred his reſolution to ſome other tit time; 
which was the very time of thebirth of Chriſt. See now Gods wiſe diſpoſal of 
things, in changing Arg»ſ#rs's reſolution, and deterring it till the Forty Fourth 


- year of his Reign, when Chr(t was ready to come mito the World! And this by 


giving occalion, yea, necefiitating Mary to come trom Nazareth, where J-ſc;h 
and Mary dwelt, who perhaps being big with Child, without this neceſſity 1a: 4 
upon her by the Emperors edict, would not have ventured upon tlic Journey to 
Bethlehem : there ſhe falls in travel, that fo Chriſt the ſeed of David bins 
conceived in Nazareth ſhould be born at Bethlem, where eſſe lived, and David 
was born. How wiſely doth God order the ambition and pride of men to fulfil 
his own predictions, and to publiſhthetruth of Chriſts birth of the ſeed of David, 
for the names of Joſeph and Mary were found in the Records of Rome in 7ertul 
lians time ? 

3. God hath ſeveral ends in the ſame a@ion. Facob is oppreſt with Famine, 
Pharaohenricht with plenty, but Joſeph's impriſonment is in order to his Fathers 
relief, and Pharaohs wealth 3 his Miltreſſes anger flings him into a Priſon. Jeſeph 
is wronged, and hath Captivity fora reward of his chaſtity. God makes it a ttep 
to his advancement, and by this way brings him from a Captive to be a favourite, 
What is Gods end ? Not onlyto preſerve the Agyptiar Nation, but old Jaceb ard 
his Family. Was this all that God aimed at? No, He hath a further dehbgn, and 
lays the Foundation of ſomething to be acted in the future age. By this means 
Jacob is brought into /Egypt, leaves his poſterity there, makes way for that glory 
in the working of the futuremiracles for their deliverance, fuch an aCtion that the 
world ſhould continually ring of, and which ſhould be a typeof the ſptrituzl 
deliverance by Chrilt. 

4. God has more remote ends than ſhort ſighted Souls are able to eſpy, God doth 
not eye the preſent advantage of himſelf and his Creature, but hath an eyeto his 
own glory 1n all, yea, inthe very laſt ages of the worid. In ſmall things, there 
are often great deſigns laid by God, and myſteries 1n the lealt of his afts. [ſaac 
was delivered from his Fathers Sword, when he was 1atentionally dead, to fect 
forth to the World a type of Chrilts reſurref&tion,and a Ram is conducted thither 
by God, and entangled in the thickets, and appointed to ſacrifice, whereby God 
ſets forth atype of Chrilts death.* He ufeth the captivitics of the People, to en» 
large the bounds of the Goſpel. 

The wiſe men were guided by a Star to Chriſt as King of the Fews, and come to 
pay homage to him in his infancy 3 when was the foundation of this remarkable 
event laid ? Probably, in Balaams prophecy, Numb.24.1 7. Þ ſhall ſee him, but not 


now:T ſhall behold him,but not nigh. There ſhall come a ſtar out of Jacob,and 4 m_ 
ſha, 
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ſhall 11ſe out of Iſrael, &c. )tranſmitted by tradition to thole wiſe men, and perhaps 


renewed by Sibilla Chaldza, and confirm'd in their minds by the Jews, whilit 1m 
the Babyloniſh captivity they converſed with them. . Thus God many ages before 


in this prophecy had an end in promoting the readier entertainment of Chriit 
among this people, when he ſhould be born 3 what the Wiſe mens end was. the 
Scripture doth not acquaint us; but however, their gifts were a means to pre ferve 
our Saviour, Foſeph and Mary, from the rage ofa Tyrant,and affording rhem where- 
withal to ſupport them in /&gypt, whither they were ordered by God to liy for 
ſecurity- $0 * God threatens by the Prophet the Noble-man for hi: ſcofting 
unbelief, that though he ſhould ſee the plenty, that he ſhould rot talte of it. See 
how God doth order Second cauſes, naturally to bring about his own decree / 
The King gives this perſon charge of the gate; whilſt the People croud for 
provilion to ſatisfie their hunger, they accomplilh the threatning whicty they had 
no intentions to do, and trod him todeath. Nowl come to {ſhew, i hit there is a 
Providence, 

1. The wiſdom of God would not be ſs perſpicuous, were there not a providence in 
the World. Tis eminent in the Creation, but more illuſtrious in the Government 
of the Creatures. A muſician diſcovers more skill inthe touching an inſtrumene, 
and ordering theſtrings, to ſound what notes he pleaſcth, than he doth 1n the firſt 
framingand making of it. * All Gods providences are but his touch of the ſtrings 
of this great inſtrument of the World. And all his works arc excellent, becauſe 
they are the fruit of his wonderful counſel, and unſearchable wikdom, which is moſt 
ſeen in his providence, as 1n reading the verſes before. His power 1s gloriitcd in 
creating and upholding this Fabrick : How ſhall his wiſdom be glorified but in 
his government of it ? Surely God will be no leſs intent upon the honour of his 
wiſdom, than upon that of hispower, For if any Attribute may beſaid to excel 
another, it is his wiſdom and holineſs, becauſe thoſe are perfeCtions which Ged 
hath ſtampt upon thenobler part of his Creation. Interiour Creatures have more 
power ard ſtrength than man, but Wiſdom is the perfection ofa rational Creature, 
Now it is Gods Wiſdom to direct all things to their proper end, as well as to 
appoint them their ends, which direCtion mult be by a particular providence, e- 
ſpecially in thoſe things which know not their end, and have no reaſon to guide 
them; We know in the World it is not a part of Wiſdom to leave things to 
chance, but to ſtate our ends, and Jay a plat-form of thoſe means which dirett to 
an attaining of them. And Wiſdom is moſt ſeen in drawing all things together, 
and making them ſubſervient to the end he hath fixed to himſelt ; and therefore 
one of the great things that ſhall be admired at laſt, next to the great work of 
redemption, will be the harmony and conſent of thoſe things which ſcemed con- 
trary, how they did all conſpire forthe bringing about that end which God aimed 
at. | 

2. The means whereby God ads, diſcover a providence, He ads. 

I By ſmall means. The conſiderable aftions in the World have uſually very 
ſmall beginnings. As of a few letters, how many Thouſand words are made? of 
Ten figures, bow many Thouſand Numbers? And a point 1s the beginning of all 
Geometry. A little ſtone flung into a pond, makes alittle circle, then a greater, 
till it inlargeth it (elf ro both the (ſides. So from ſmall beginnings, God doth 
cauſe anefflux through the whole World. | 

1. He uſeth ſmall means in his ordinary works. The common works of nature 
ſpring from ſmall beginnings. Great Plants are formed trom ſmall ſeeds, The 
Clouds which water the great Garden of the World, are bnt a Collection of Va- 
pours. The nobleft operations of the Soul are wrought 1n an Organ, viz. the 
Brain, compoſed of coagulated Phlegm. Who would 1maginethat Sazl in ſeek- 
ing his Fathers Aſſes, ſhould find a Kingdom ? 

2. In his extraordinary works he oth ſmall means, Eliſha that waited upon 
Elijah, and poured water upon his hands, {hall do greater miraclesthen his Maſter. 
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And the Apoltles {hall dogreater works than Chriſt *; that the world may know * 79%n4 7 


that God is not tyed to any means that men count excellent; that all Creatures 
are his, and a&tnot of themſelves, but by his Spirit and power. 

In his extraordinary works of Jxſtice, He makes a Rod in the hand of Moſes to 

C 2 confonnd 
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confound the $kill of the gyptian Wagicians: He commiſſioned Frogs and F lyes to 
countercheck a powerſul and mighty people; When Benhadad was fo proud as to 
ſay,the duſt of Samaria ſhon!d not ſuffice tor handfuls for his Army, God ſcattered 
*1 King 20. hisarmy by the Lacquies of the Princes * a bout two hundred thirty two ». x5. The 

14. Toe z0wg little fling in the hand of David a youth, guided by Gods eye and hand,is a match 

_—— Fel fit enough for a blaſphemous Gyant, and deteats the ſtrength of a Weavers beam, 

Provinces. In his extraordinary works of mercy. 

1. In the deliverance of a peopleor perſon. A dream was the occafion of Joſephs 
greatneſs, and Joſephs preſervation. Heuſed the Cacklings of Gecſc to ſave the 
Roman Capitol from a ſurprize by the Gauls. He picks out Gideon to be a Ge- 

* 7udg. 6. 15. ncral, who was leaſt in his Fathers eſteem *; and what did his army conſiſt of, but 

* 7udg.7. 6,7. few, and thoſe fearful *; thoſe that took water with their hands, ( which as 
Joſephus faith, is a natural {ign of fear) did God chooſe out to overthrow the 
Mz:4ianites who had over-ſpread the Land as Graſhoppers, to {hew that he can 
make the moſt fearful men role ſufhicient inſtruments againſt the greateſt powers, 
when the concernments of his Church and People ye at liake. 

God ſo delights in thus battling the pride of men, that Aſa uſcs it as an argy- 
ment to move God to deliver him 1n the {trait he was in, when Zerah the #thio- 
pian came againſt him with a great multitude,when he was but a ſmall point and 

*2 Chron. 41. center in the mid(t of a wide circumference*. Hereby God ſets off his own power, 

—— and evidenceth his ſuperintendent care of his People. It was more fignally the 

thee to belp arm of God for Moſes to confound Pharaoh with his Lice and Frogs, than if he 

_ 1:49 ® had beaten himin a plain ficld with his Six Hundred Thouſand {ſraelites, 

2. [n the Salvation of the ſoul. Oar Saviour himſelf, though God, the great re- 
dcemer cf the World, was {o mean inthe eyes of the World, that he calls himſelf 

* Pſal. 22.6. a wor”, and wo man, He picks out many times the molt unlikely perſons to 
accompliſh the greateſt purpoſes tor mens Souls, He lodgeth the Treaſures of 
Wiſdom in Veſlcls of Earth ; He choſe not the Cedars of Lebanon, but the Shrubs 
ofthe valley; not the learned Phariſees of Jeruſalem, but the poor men of Galilee; 
out of the mouths of Babes and Sucklings, he ordains praiſe to himſelf. 

The Apaitles brceding was not capable of ennobling their minds, and fitting 
them for ſuch great ations as Chrilt employed them in. Eut after he had new- 
moulded and cnflamed their Spirits, he made them of Fiſhermen, greater.con- 
querorsof the World, than the moſt magnified Grandees could pretend to, 

Thus Salvation 1s wrought by a crucified Chrilt;z and that God who made the 
wo:ld by wiſdom, would fave it by the fooliſhneſs of preaching. And make 
Paul, the leaſt of the Apoſtles as he terms himſelf, more {uccesful than thoſe who 

* 2 Cer. 15.9. had been iultructed at the feet of Chriſt®, 

w 2. By contrary means. God by his Providence mates contrary things con- 
tribute to his glory, as contrary Colours 1n a picture do to the beauty ofthe 
picce, Nature 1s Gods inltrument to do whatſoever he-plcafes; and therefore 
nothing ſo contrary, but he may bring to his own ends. As 1n ſome Engines you 
ſhall ſee wheels have contrary motions, and yet all in order to one and the ſame 
end. God cured thole by a Brazen Serpent, which were (tung by the fiery oncs+ 

*Groting Mat. Vhereas Brals 1s naturally hurtful to thoſe that are bit by Serpents?*. 

20.16. /Es 1. A fflictions. Joſeph is fold for a flave, and God ſends him as a Harbinger z 

naturaliterr?. 155 Brothers ſold him todeſtroy him, and God ſends him to ſave them. Parls Bonds 

nocet ; 4 . - 

Teis &pre- ia the opinion of fome might have {tifled the Goſpel; but he tells us, that they 

Sdxrots. had fallen out to the furtherance of the Goſpel, Phil, 1. 12. 

* Hall 2. Sins, * God doth often effect his jult Will by our weaknels; neither there- 

contempt. book 'yy jultifying our iatirmities, nor blemiſhing his own attion : Facob gets the bleſ- 

hl ling by unlawful means, telling no leſs than two lies to attain it 3| I am Eſaz, 
and this is veniſon ] But hereby God brings about the performance of his promiſe, 
which [/aac's natural atieCtion to Eſaz would have hindred Jacob of. 

The breach of the firſt Covenant was an occalion of introducing a better. Mans 
finning away his firſt {tock, was an occaſton to God to enrich him with a ſurer. 
The loſs of his original righteouſneſs made way for a clearer and more durable. 
The folly of man made way for the evidence of Gods wiſdom; and the ſin of man 
tor the manifeſtation of his grace ; and by the wiſe diſpoſal of God, opens a wy 

or 
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for the honour of thoſe attributes, which would not elſe have been experimentally 
known by the Sons of men. 
3. Caſual means, The Viper which leapt upon Paxl; hand out of the bundle of 

ſticks, was a caſual aCt,but deſigned by the providence of God tor the propagation 

of the Golpel. Pharaoh's Daughter comes caſually to waſh her ſelf 1n the river, 

but indeed conducted by the ſecret influence of God upon her, to reſcue Moſes, 

expoſed to a forlorn condition, and breed him up in the Agzptian learning, that 

he might be the fitter to be his kindreds deliverer. Sauihad been hunting David, 

and at laſt had lodged him in a place whence he couid not well efcape, and being 

ready to (ſeize upon him 1n that very inſtant of time, a Poſt comes to Say), and 

brings the news that the Phzliſt;zes had invaded the Land, which cut out other work 

for him, and David for that time eſcapes*. * I Sam. 23, 

3. Reaſon. Sucb a@ions and events of thirgs are in the world, which cannot 35-; ah 

rationally be aſcribed to any other cauſe than a ſupremeprovideace. Tisſoin common © 

things. Men have the ſame parts, the ſame outward advantages, the fame in- 

duſtry, and yet proſper not aljke. One labours much, and pets little 3 another u- 

ſes not altogether ſuch endeavours, and hath riches flowing in upon him. Men 

lay their projects deep, and queſtion not the accompliſhment of them, and are 

diſappointed by ſome ſtrange and unforeſeen accident. And ſometimes men at- 

tain what they deſire ina different way, and many times contrary to the Method 

they had projected. This 1s evidenced, 
I. By the reſtraints upon the paſſuons of men © the waves of the Sea, and the tu- 

mults of the People are much of the ſame impetuous natures, and are quelled by 

the ſame power. * Tumults of the People could no more be tilled by the force of * p21. 55, 5, 
a man, than the Waves of the Sea by a putt of breath. How [trangely did God which ftilterh. 
qualify the hearts of the /Egyptians willingly to ſubmit to the ſale of their Land, _ png 
when they might have riſen in a tumult, brcke open the Granarizs, and ſupplied cumru!r of th: 
their wants*. Indeed, if the World were left to the conduct of chance and for. ©**7'*- 
tune, what work would the ſavage luſts and paſſions of men make among us ? , bes) 
How is it poflible that any but an Almighty power can temper ſo many jarring 
Principles, and rank ſo many quarrelſom and trubulent Spirits in a due order ? IF 
thoſe bruiciſh paſſions which boy] in the hearts of men, were Jet Jooſe by that 
infinite power that bridles them, how ſoon would the World be run headlong 
into unconceivable confulions, and be rent in pieces by its own diſorders ? 


bl 2. By the ſudden changes which are made upon the Spirits of men for the pre- 
? ſervation of others. God takes off the Spirit of ſome as he did the wheels from 
$ the Egyptian Chariots, in the very aCt of their rage. Par! was ſtruck down, and 
1 Cchanged while he was yet breathing out threatnings, &c. God ſees all the work- 


ings of mens hearts, all thoſe cruel intentions in E/Jau againſt his Brother Jacob; but 
God on a ſudden turns away thattorrent of hatred,and diſpoleth Eſax for a friend- 
ly mecting*. And he who had before an exaſperated malice by reaſon of the loſs 
of his birth-right and blefling, was in a moment a changed man. Thus was Sauls 
heart changed towards David, and from a Perſccutor, turns a juſtifier of him, con- 
f fleth Davids innocence, and his own guilt, 1 Sam. 24. 17, 18. Thou art more 
rightcons than I, for thou haſt rewarded me good, whereas I have rewarded thee evil, 
&c. What reaſon can be rendred forſo ſudden a change 1n Sazl's revengeful Spi- 
rit, which had all the force of intereſt to ſupport it, and conſidered by him at that 
very time? For ver/. 24. he takes ſpecial notice that his Family ſhould be difin- 
kerited, and David be his Succcſlcr in the Throne. How ſuddenly did God turn 
the Edge of the Sword, and the heart of an Enemy from Jehoſjaphat. 2 Chron. 18. 
31. Jehoſaphat cried out, and the Lord helped him, and God moved ther to de- 
part from him. The holy Ghoſt emphatically aſcribes1t to Gods motion of their 
wills, by twice expreſling it - But ſtranger is the preſervation of the Fews from 
Hamans bloody deſigns, after the decree was gone out againſt them. Mordecat yy 
the Jew is made Ahaſnerns's Favourite by a ſtrange wheeling of Providence : Firſt, 
The Kings Eyes are held waking, and he is inclined to pals away thelolitarineſs 
of the night with a Book, rather then a game, or ſome other Court paſt-time 3no 
book did he fix on but the Records of that Empire, no place in that voluminous 
book, but the Chronicle of Mordecai's ſervice * inthe diſocovery of a treaſon «xpþer 6.1,2, 
againſt 


* Gen. 47 &. 
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agaiaſt the Kings life ; he doth nor carelefly pals it over , but gnquires What re- 
compence had been beſtowed on Mordecai for ſo conliderable a ſervice, and this 
juſt before Mordecai ſhould have been deſtroyedz had Abaſuerns flept, Mordecai 
and all his Countrey-men had been ſacrificed notwithſtanding all his Loyalty. 
Could this be a caſt of blind chance which had ſuch a concatenation of Eviden- 
ces 1 it for a ſuperior power ? 
3+ In cauſing Enemies to do things for others which are contrary to all rules of policy, 
"Tis wonderful, that the Fews, a Feople known to be of a ſtubborn nature,and tena- 
cious of their laws wherein they differed from all the nations, ſhould in the worlt 
of their captivities be ſo often befriended by their Conquerors , not only to re- 
build their City,and reedifytheir Temple, but at the charge of their Conquerors too. 
The very Enemies tbat had captived the Jews,though they knew them tobe a Peo- 
ple apt torebel: That the People whoſe Temple they helped to build, would keep 
up adiſtin& worſhip and difference in Religion, which is uſually attended with the 
greateſt animoſities. And when they knew it to be lo (trong ia ſcituation, as to 
be a Fort as well as a place of Worlhip. That for this, their Enemics (hould 
furniſh them with materials, when they were not in a condition to procure any 
for themſelves, and give them money out of the Publick Exchequer, and timber 
*Ezraz.1,2; Out of the Kings Foreſt, as we read *. And all this they lookt upon as the hand 
4, 7- Exra4 of God. Ezra 6. 22.[ The Lord had turned the heart of the King of Aſſyria unto 
as 4 po them, to ſirengthen their hands in the work of the houſe of Ged. Andthe Heathen 
8,9, 11.  Artaxerxes takes notice of it. Cicero tells us, that in his time Gold was carricd 
Nebem. 2.8. gut of ltaly for the ornament of the Temple. They had their rites in religion pre- 
ſerved intire under the Roman Government, though more different from the Ro- 
man cuſtoms than any Nation ſubdued by them. Diey, and Sexeca, and others ob- 
ſcrve, that whereever they were tranſplanted, they proſper'd and gave Laws 
to the vicors. And this was ſo generally acktfowledged, that Humans Cabinet- 
counſel (who were ſurcly none of the meaneſt States-men) gave him no hopes of 


——————_— 


ſucceſs, when he appeared againſt Mordecai, becauſe he was of the race of the 


* Efth.6. 13. Jews *; ſo much did God own them by his gracious Providence : They were allo 
lointire 1n all their Caprtivities before their crucifying of our Lord and Saviour, 
that they count their Genealogies. 

4. In infatuating the Counſels of men. God (ets a ſtamp of folly upon the 
Witdom of men , I/a. 44.25. That tarns the wi ſe men backward . and makes their 
knowledge fooliſhneſs. And makes their Connſels as Chaff and Stubble. Ia. 33. 11. 
[ ye ſball conceive chaff, aud ſhall bring forth ſlubble]. Herod was a crafty perſon, 
inſomuch that Chrilt calls him Fox. How fooli(h was he in managing his pro- 
jet of deſtroying Chriſt , his ſuppoſed competitor in the Kingdom, when the 
wiſe men came to Feruſalezz, and brought the news of the birth: of a King of 
the Jews? He calls a Synod of- the ableſt men among the Jews. The reſult of ir 
is to manifeſt the truth of Gods perdiction in the place of our Saviours birth, 
and to direct the wiſe men in their way to him. Herod had no reſolutions, but 

* Mat. 2.3,4, bloody, concerning Chriſt . God blinds his mind in the midſt of all his crafr, 

56,7,8- that he ces not thoſe rational waies, which he might make uſe of for the de- 
ſtruction of that which he feared ; he ſends thoſe wiſe men, meer ſtrangers, to 
him, and intruſts them with ſo great a concern ; hewgoes not himſelf, nor ſends 
any of his guard with them to cur him off immediately upon the diſcovery, but 
leaves the whole conduct of the bulineſs to thoſe he had no acquaintance with, 


and of whoſe faithfulneſs he could have no atlurance. God crofles the intentions | 


of men. Joabllew Amaſa, becauſe he thought him his rival in Davids favour, 
and then imagined he had rid his hands of all that could ſtand in his way z yet 
God raiſed up Benajah, who drew Joab from the horns of the A/tar, and cut him 
in pieces at Solomons comand. God doth ſo order it, many times, that when the 
molt rational Counſel is given to men, they have not hearts to follow it. As 
chitophel gave as ſutable Counſel for Abſaloms deſign, as the beſt Stateſman in the 
* 2 Sam, 17. World could give*; To ſurprize David while he was amuz'd at his Sons rebel- 
_ lion, and dejetted with grief at ſo unnatural an aRion, and whilſt his forces had 
not yet made their Rendezvouz , and thoſe that were with him were tired 1n 


their march. Speed was beſt in attempts of this nature. David in all =_ 
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bility had been cut oft, and the hearts of the People won'd have meltsd at the 
fall of their Soveraign. But Abſalom inclines rather to Hlufh at 5 Counſel, which 
was not fo proper for the buſineſs he had engaped in, . the 71h, tov. 14. New 
this was from God. For the Lord had appointed to ef at tle god Cum anſel io” 
A-bitophel, to the intent that the Lord ight bring evil upon , Alſulom. So footiih 
were the Egyptians againſt reaſon, in entring 1nto the Red Sex after the Fe: ters 
for could they poſſibly think that that God who had by a ſtron o hat ne 1 an 
Army of Pro: ligies brought [reel out of their Captivity, and tan 
thus far, and now by a miracle opened the Red Seca, and gave them 7: <P; 2 
through the bowels of ir, ſhould give their Enemics the ſ:me ſecurity | 
ing thera, and unravel all that web he had been Tong 1 working; 
5. In making tie Connlels of men ſubſervient to» the very ends they defgn a; 7ainf}, 
God brings a Cloud upon mens underſtandin; gs, 414 makes them the contrivers of 
their Own ruin, wherein they intend their dw C ' 19. and 0310 g hr ORGCHUhT to hþ Tore 
{f by ourwitting the Creature. The Babe!-pro iedtors fraring to be ſcatter; 
abroad , would erect a power to prevent, and this _ the cccalion of Gifc 
perſing them over the World in fuch a confuſion, that they I ; Or underſtand] 
one another *. God ordered Pharaohs policics to zcco mp: th! e eNd againſt which +, ,, 
thc Y were end: He 1s atraid liracl {}; {013 Id Arrow TOO night i ſo \wrelt p 
Kingdo! n out of his hands, and therefore he would or ppreſs then! to! 
increaſe, which made them both ſtronger, and more nu: _—_ S, Tr xerciſe 
ſtrengthens men, and luxurte fofters the Spirit. The Jews fear, if they ſufſurce! 
Chrilt to make a farther progre!s in his Doctrine and miracles, they Would lo 
Ceſars tavour,and expole their Countery as a prey to a Rowan Army: ; this cauſed 
their deſtruction by thole Enemies they thought by this mears to prevent : God 
ordering it fo, that a Rozran Army was poured in upon them , "which Fr 'EPL 
them into all corners of the Farth; Prieſts and Phariſces fir cloſe together 
Couni:l,how to hinder mens believing in Chriſt,and thereſult of thc; 
on was to put him to death,and no man then world believe in a dca; 
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capable of working iny miracles *, for the amufGng cf the People, and by this #9, .. þ. 
moans there were 8 greater number of beitevers on x im, than in the time of his 4%, a5, 50. 
I:iF-, ac —- [Oo his C) wn prediction, Jo 7H, 12, «4 So all if Ie lf _—_ fro; it 
Eirth, will draw all main 1:40 me. 
6. Is making the tancies of men ſubſere icnt to their own rite, God bris: 230! 
{tc ange events by the meer imaginations and conceits of Men, Vi:!21 a! © CONE 4 
ry to COMmoan ar. 4 natural obt- TV: ar1on an id the ordinary COLT Of F: 1602) Can 
ſequences . The Army of the Moalite 's which had invaded fact to ohe tlic 4 
two Kings of jrdab and [fracl had turned their Sword: againſt one C BO. r, be- 22, : 


cauſe the rifirg Sun bad coloured thoſe UNEXPECTCU Warct: , and madc them loo! þ 
red, which they took for the blood of their Enemic s, and t dit ;rdculy 
run without examination of the truth of their cnc Cent < 2; Tha niftczd cf divi 

ding the ſpoil, they lett their lives upen the points of the Ibactines ſwords. Sy 
the Syrian Army are ſcared with a panick fear, and ſeaticr then{folves uny:; 
an empty found *, Thus a dricam {truck a ecrror into the Midianites, au | the *.. 1 
noiſe of the broken pot-theards made them fear ſome treaſon in their C 

cauſed them to turn their [words no one anothers bowls , Jug. 
The Lord ) it every mans ſword ar, tinſt kis fellow, 


_ ana © 


- 13, 4 


Firſt @ucſtion. If Gods providence orders all things in the World, and con 0: 
curs to every thing, how will you free God from beivg the Author of ſin ? 

m— ver in {everal Propoſitions. 

'Tis certain, Ged hath a hand avort all the frnful aFions in the World. The 4: 

lg Joſeph to the Iſhmael: tes, "was the act of his Brethren : : the yay. him 

nto Eg; pt, Was the act of God *, Ger. 45» 9 It was not yort that ſen 
= God. Where Jol epb alcribes it more to Ged than to thery, "Thule wicked He /; 72 a 
intentio) was to be rid of him, that he might rc] vo more tales of them to his "10 rct 
Father: Gods gracious tention was to advance him for his honour an ehem,ever | 


poods and to bring 2bout this gracious purpoſe . he makes uſe of their ſinful Ji'd for yo 
ant. 
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practice, Gods end was righteous, when theirs was wicked. *Tis ſaid, God 
moved David to number the People, 2 Sam. 24. 1. The anger of the Lord waz 
kindled againſt Iſrael, and he moved David againſt them 10 ſay , Go number I ſrael 
and Judah. Yet Satan is ſaid to provoke David to number the People , x Chron. 
21.1. And Satan ſtood up againſt Iſrael, and provoked David to number Iſrael. 
Here are two agents 5 But the text mentions Gods hand in it out of Juſtice to 
puniſh Iſrael; Satans end, no queſtion, was out of malice to deſtroy. Satan 
wills it as a fin. God as a punithment. God, ſay ſome, permiſſzve, Satan Eft 
caciter. In the-moſt villanous and unrighteous action that ever was done, God 
is ſaid to have an influence on it. God is ſaid to deliver up Chriſt , A, 2, 22, 
Him, being delivered by the determinate Counſel and foreknowledge of (30d, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and ſlain. Acts 4. 28, For to do what. 


ſoever thy hand and thy Counſel determined before to be done. Not barely as an act ' 


of his preſcience , but his Counſel, and that determinate, 7. e. ſtable and irre- 
verſible. He makes a diſtinction between thoſe two acts. In God it was an 
act of Counſcl, in them an act of wickedneſs | by wicked hands; ] there was 
Gods Counſel about it, an actual tradition. Rom. 8. 32. He that ſpared yot his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all. All the Agents bad ſeveral ends, God 
in that aCt aimed at the redemption of the world 3 Satan at the preventing it ; 
Judas to (atishe his covetouſnels 3 the Jews to preſerve themſclves from the Ro- 
man invaſion, and out of malice to him for ſo ſharply reproving them. God 
had a gracious principle of love to mankind, and acted for the Salvation of the 
World in it ; the inſtruments had bale principles and ends, and moved freely in 
obedience to them.So in the affliction of Job,both God and Satan had an hand in 
it. Job 1. 12. The Lord ſaid unto Satan,behold,all that he hath is in thy power, wer! 
T1. Touch all that he hath, and he will curſe thee to-thy face 5 their ends were dif- 
ferent , the one righteous for Tryal , the other malicious againſt God, that he 
might be curſed, againſt Fob that he might be damned. Gods end was the bright. 
nipg of his grace, and the Devils end was the ruin of his integrity, and diſpoilng 
him of Gods favour. 

2. In all Gods afts about ſin, there is no ſiain to Gods holineſs *. In ſecond cau- 
ſes, one and the fame action proceedivg trom divers cauſes, in reſpect of one 
cauſe, may be ſinful ; in reſpect of the other, righteous. As when two Judges 
condemn a guilty perſon, one condemns him out of love to juſtice , becaule he is 
oniltyz the other condemns him out of a private hatred and ſpleen : One reſpects 
him as a Malefactor only, the other as a private Enemy chiefly. Here 1s the ſame 
action with two concurring cauſes, one being wicked 1n 1t, the other righteous. 
Much more may we conceive it 1n the concurrence of the Creator, with the acti- 
on of the Creature. 

1. God moves every thing in his ordinary providence according to their particular 
natures. God moves every thing ordinarily according to the nature he finds it 
in. Had we ſtood in innocency, we had been moved according to that original- 
ly righteous nature; but fince our Fajl we are moved according to that nature 
introduced by us with the expulſion of the other. Our firſt corruption was our 
own act, not Gods work; we owe our Creaticn to God, our corruption to our 
ſelves. Now, ſince God will govern his Creature , I do notſee how it can be 
otherwiſe, than according to the preſent nature of the Creature, unleſs God be 
pleaſed to alter that nature. God forces no man againſt his nature; he doth not 
force the will in converſion, but graciouſly and powerfully inclines it. He doth 
never force nor incline the will to fin, but leaves it to the corrupt habits it hath 
ſettled in it ſelf. Pſal. 81. 12, So 1 gave them up to their own hearts liſts, and 
they walked in their own Counſels 5 Counſels of their own framing, not of Gods. 
He moves the will which is ſpoxte mala, according to its own nature and counſels. 
As a man flings ſeveral things out of his hand, which are of ſeveral figures, ſome 
ſpherical, tetragons, cylinders, conicks, ſome round, and ſome ſquarez though 
the motion be trom the agent, yet the variety of their motions is from their 
own figure and frame; and if any will hold his hand upon a ball in its motion, 
regularly it will move according to his nature and figure; and a man by calting a 


boul our of his hand, is the cauſe of the motion, but the bad bia(s is the cauſe of 
its 
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Is irregalar motton. The power of action is from God, but the viciouſneſs of 
that action from our own nature. As when a Clock or Watch hath ſomefault 
in any of the wheels, the man that winds it up, or putting his hand upon the 
wheels moves them, he is the .cauſe of the motion, . but it 1s the. flaw1a it, or 
deficiency of ſomething is the cauſe of its erroneous motion z. that error was not 
from the perſonthat made it, or the perſon that winds it up, and ſets it on going, 
but from ſome other cauſe 3 yet till it be mended it will not gootherwiſe, fo long 
as it 1s ſet upon motion. Our motion is from God. [. Acts 17. 28. i» hive we 
move ] but not the diſorder of that motion. *Tis the foulneſs of amansſtomach 
at Sea is the cauſe of his (icknefs, and not the Pilots government of the ſhip. 


2, God doth not infuſe the luſt, or excite it, tho he doth preſent the object a-' 


bout which the luſt is exerciſed. God delivered up Chriſt to the Fews, he pre- 
ſented him to them;but never commanded them to crucifie him,nor infuſed that ma- 
lice into them,nor quicknedit; but he ſeeing ſuch a frame, withdrew his reſtraining 
grace,and left them to the conduct of their own vitiated wills. All the corruption 
1n the World ariſeth fromJuſtinus, not from the obje&t which God in his provi- 
dence preſents to us. 2 Pet. 1. 4. the corruption that is inthe World through luſt. The 
Creature is from God, but the abuſe of it from corruption. God created the grape, 
& filled the Vine witha ſprightline(s;but hedothnever infuſe adrunken frame into 
a man,orexcite it. Providence preſentsus with the Wine, but the precept is to uſe it 
ſoberly. Can God be blamed, if that which is good 1a it (elf, be turned into 
Poyſon by others? No more than the flower can be called acriminal, becauſe the 
Spiders nature turns that into venome, which 1s ſweet in it ſelf, Man hath ſuch 
a vature not fromCreation, whereinGod is poſitive;but from corruption, wherein 
God is permiſſive. Providence brings a man intoſuch a condition of poverty, but 
it doth not encourage his ſtubbornneſs and impatience. There is no neceſlity upon 
thee fromGod to exerciſe thy ſin under afflition,when others under the ſame ex- 
erciſe their graces. The Rod makes the Child ſmart. but it is its own ſtubbornneſs 
makes it curſe. In ſhort, though it be by Gods permiſſion that we can do evil, yet it 
1snot by his inſpiratioa that we will to do evil ; that is wholly fromour ſelves. 

3: God ſupports the faculties wherewith a man [inneth, and ſupports a man in that 
at wherein he ſinneth, but concurs not to the ſinfulneſs of that aF, No fin doth 
properly conſiſt in the aft it ſelf, as an ad, but in the deficiency of that at from 
the rule. No action wherein there is io, but may be doneas an aCtion, though 
not as an irregular action. Killing a man is not in it ſelf unlawful, for then ng 
Magiſtrate ſhould Execute a Malefattor for murdering another, and juſtice 
would ceaſe in the World; man alſo muſt diveſt himſelf ofall thoughts of pres» 
ſerving his Life againſt an invader 3 but to kill a man without juſt caute, without 
authority, without rule, contrary to rule, out of revenge, is unlawful. So that it 
1snot the at, as an act, is the ſin, but the {werving of that act from the rule, makes 
it a ſinful act: So ſpeaking asſpeaking,isnot a fin,for it is a power andaCt God hath 
endoed us with 3 but ſpeaking irreverently and diſhonourably of God, or fal{ly and 
flandroufly of man, or any otherwiſe irregularly, therein the fin lyes. So that 
it is calie to conceive that an act and the viciouſneſs of it are ſeparable. That 
act which is the ſame in kind with another, may be laudable, and the other baſe 
and vile in reſpect of its circumſtances. The mind wherewith a man doth this os 
| that act, and the irregularity of it, makes a mana criminal. There 1s a, con- 
currence of God to the act wherein we fin, but the finfulneſs of that act 1s purely 
from the inherent corruption of the Creature. As the power and act of ſeeing 
Is communicated to theeye by the Soul, but the fecing doubly or dimly, isfrom 
the vitiouſnels of the Organ, the eye. God hath no manner of immediate cff- 
ciency in producing fin 3 as the Sun is not the efficient cauſe of darkneſs, though 
the darkneſs immediately ſucceeds the ſetting of the Sun, but it 1s the deficient 
cauſe. So God withdraws his grace, and leaves us to that luſt which is in our 


wills. AG. 14. 16. Who in times paſt ſuffered all Nations to walkin their ownwayes. | 


He beſtowed no grace uponthem, bur left themto themſelves. Asa man who 
letsa glaſs fall out of his hand is not the efficient cauſe that the glaſs breaks, but 
its own brittle nature 3 yet he is the deficient cauſe, becauſe he withdraws his ſup- 


port from it. God isnot obliged to give us grace, becauſe we have made a = 
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forfeiture of it. He is not a Debtor to any man by way of merit, of any thing bur 
punithment.He is indeed in ſome ſence a debtor to thoſe that are in Cariſt upon the 
account of Chriſts purchaſe and his own promiſe, but not by any merits of theirs, 

4. Gods providencye is converſan t about ſin, as a puniſhment, yet in a very rights. 
ous manner. God did not will the firſt fin of Adem asa puniſhment. becauc 
there was no puniſhment due to him before he finned, but he willed the conti- 
nuance of it as a puniſhment to the nature ſub ratione boni, This being a judicia} 
att of Gad, is therefore righteouſly willed by him. - Puniſhment is a moral gogg, 
'Tis alſo a righteous thing to ſuit the puniſhment to the nature of the offence. 
and what can be more righteous than to puniſha man by that wherein he offend.> 

znce God is ſaid to giveup mea to fin, Rom, 2. 26, 27. for this cauſe Go} 
gave them up unto vile affeFions. And to ſend ſtrong deluſtons that they may belierc 
a the, And the reaſonis rendred 2 The. 2. 12. that they all might be dammed, wh, 
believed not the truth, but had pleaſure in unrigbteouſneſs *. What morerightco1; 
than to make thoſe vile afte&tions, and that unrighteouſneſs their puniſhment, which 
they made their pleaſure, and to leave them to purſue their own ſinful inclinat;- 
ons, and make them ( as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks) Pſal. 5. 10. fall by their 6wn Connſc!;> 
A Drunkards Beaſtlineſs is his puniſhmeart as well as his Sin. Thus God delivers 
up ſome to their own luſts as a puniſhment both to themſelves and others. As 
he hardened Pharaohs heart for the deſtrudtion both of himl(clf and his People, 

5. God by his providence draws glory to himſelf, and good ont of ſin. *Tis the 
higheſt excellency to draw good out of evil, and it is Gods right to manifeſt his 
excellency when he pleaſes, and to dire that to his honour, which is ated 
againſt his Law. The holineſs of God could never intend Sin as Sin. But the 
Wiſdom of God foreſeeing it, and decreeing to permit it, intended the making it 
ſubſervientto his own honour. He would not permit it but for ſome good, becauſe 
he is infinitely good, and could not by reaſon of that goodneſs, ſuffer that which is 
purely evil, if by his Wiſdom he could not raiſe good out of it:' Tis purely evil as it 
is contrary to Law: It is good ratione firis as God orders it by his Providence; yer 
that goodneſs flows not fromthe nature of fin,but from the wiſe diſpoſal of God, 

As God at the Creation framed a beautiful world out of a Chaos, out of matter 
without form , and void. So by his infmite wiſdom he extratts honour to 
himſelf, out of the fins of men, As fin had diſhonoured him at its entrance in de- 
facing his works, and depraving his Creature : So he would make uſe of the ſts 
of men in repairing his honour, and reſtoring the Creature. 

"Tis not conceivable by us, what way there could be more congruous to the 
wiſdom and holineſs of God, as the ſtate of the World then ſtood, to bring about 
the death of Chriſt, which in his decree was neceſſary to the ſatisfaftion of his 
juſtice, without ordering the evil of ſome mens hearts to ſervehisgracious purpoſe. 
If we could ſuppoſe that Chriſt could commit fome capital crime for which he 
ſhould deſerve death, which was impoſſible by reaſon of the hypoſtatical union, 
the whole deſign of God for redemption had ſunk to theground. Therefore God 
doth reſtrain or let out the fury of mens paflions, and the corrupt habits of their 
wills toſuch a degree as ſhould anſwer direGtly to the full point of bis moſt gra- 
cious will, and no further. He lets out their malice fo far as was conducing to 
the grand deſign of his death, and reſtrainsit from every thing that might impair 
the truth of any predifion, as in the parting his garments, or breaking his bones. 
If God hath put him to death by ſome thunder or otherwiſe, and after raiſed him, 
how could the voluntarineſs of Chriſt appear, which was neceſlary to make him 
a perfect oblation ? How would his innocency have appeared ? The ſtrangeneſs of 
the judgment would have made all men believe him ſome great and notorious 
finner. How thencould the Goſpel have been propagated ? Who would have 
entertained the Dofrine of one, whoſe innocency could not be cleared ?If it 
be ſaid, God might raiſe hime again, what evidences would have been had that he 
had been really dead ? But as the caſe was, his Enemies confeſs him dead really. 
and many Witneſſes there were of his reſurrection. 

1. God orders the ſins of men to the glory of his grace. As a foil ſerves to maxe 
the luſtre of a Diamond more conſpicuous ; 1o doth God make uſe ofthe de- 


formities of men to make his own grace more illuſtrious, and convey it with a 
more 
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more plealing rellith tro them. Never doth grace appear more amiable, never is 
God entertained with ſo high admirations, as by. thoſe who of the worſt of 
ſinners are made the choiceſt of Saints ; Bar oftentakes occaſion from the great- 
neſs of his fin, to admire the unſearchable riches of that grace which pardoned 
him. 

2, God orders them to bring forth temporal mercies. .In Providence there are 
two things confiderable. Firlt, Mans Will. 2, Gods purpoſe. What mans will 
mtends as a harm in tin, God in his ſecret purpoſe orders to ſome eminent 
advantage. In theſclling of Joſeph, his Brothers intend the execution of their re- 
venge 3 And Gol orders it for the advancement of himſelf, and the preſervation 
of his unrighteous Enemies, who might otherwiſe have ſtarved. His Brothers 
ſent him to fruſtrate his dream, and God to fulfil tt. Our reformation and | 
return from under the 'yoke of Antichriſt, was by the wiſe diſpoſal of God + | 2p ſokn. 2 cape 16. 
occalioned by the three great Idols of the World,Tthe luſt of the eye, the 
luſt of the Fleſh, and the pride of life; luſt, covetouſneſs and ambiti- 5 vices n K. lor. 8.19922 bi 
on, three vices notorioullyeminent in Henry the Eighth, the firſt inſtrument in Cs Vi5potal oy cauc 
that work. What he did for the ſatisfaction of his Lult is ordered by God forthe of FA 
glory of his mcrcy to us. And though the Papiſts upon that account reflect upon | / % ; 
our Retormation,they may as well reflect npon the glorious work of redemption, 
becauſe it was in the wiſdom of God brought about by Fudas his covetoul: | 
neſs, and the Fews malice. 

3. God orders them for the glory of his juſtice upon others. Nathan had threatned 
David, that one in his houſe ſhould lye with his Wives in the ſight of the Sun *, *2Smm.12.17; 
Achitophel adviſeth Abſalom to do ſo, not with any deſign to fulfil Gods 
threatning, but ſecure his own ſtake, by making the quarrel between the Father 
and the Son irreconcilable , becauſe he might well fear that upon a peace be- 
tween David and Abſulom he might be offered up as a Sacrifice to Davids juſtice. 

God orders Achitophels counſel, and Abſolozrs fin to the glory of his juſtice in 
Davids puniſhment. | 

The ambition of Veſpaſian and Titus was only to reduce Judea to the Ro- 
zzan Province after the revolt of it : But God orders hereby the execution 
of his righteous will in the puniſhment of the Jews for their rejecting Chriſt, 
and the accompliſhment of Chriſts prediction. Luke 19. 43. For the days ſhall come, Luk. 19. ag: 
that thy enemies ſhall caſt a trench about thee, 8c. To conclude, if we deny God 
the government of fin in the courſe of his Providence, we muft neceſſarily deny 
him the government of the World, becauſe there isnot an aGtion of any mans in 
the World, which is under the government of God, but is either a ſinful aftion, 
or an action mixt with fin. 

God therefore in his government doth advance his power in the weakneſs, ,,., .., , 
his wiſdom in the follies, his holineſs in the fins, his mercy in the unkindneſs, mer. lib. 3. E- 
arid his juſtice in the unrighteouſneſs of men 3 yet God is not defiled with the 1e8; 3: v. 1. 
impurities of men, but rather draws forth a glory to himſelf; as a roſe ©* 27: 
doth a greater beauty and ſweetneſs from the ſtrong ſmell of the garlick ſet near pgcyus d: 
It. Conſ6. lib. 1, 

Second Qneſtion. If there be a providence, how comes thoſe unequal diſtributions Queſt. 2. 
to happen in the World? How is it ſo bad with good men as it they were the 
greateſt enemies to God ; and ſo well with the wicked, as if they were the moſt 
affeQionate Friends? Doth not vertue languiſh away in obſcurity, whiles wick- 
edneſs {truts about the World 2 What is the reaſon that ſplendid vertue is op» 
preſt by injuſtice,and notorious vices triumph in proſperity ? It would make men 
believe that the world was governed rather by a blind and unrighteous, than by 
a wiſe, good and juſt Governor, when they ſee things in ſuch diſorder as if the 
Devil had, as he pretends, the whole power of the world delivered to him*: and « ;,, , 5, 
God hadleft all care of it to his will. | 

Anſ. This conſideration has heightned the minds of many againſt a providence. $:- ;»faxces 
It was the notion of many Heathens , when they ſaw many who had atted with # Jackſon. | 
much gallantry for their Countreys afflicted, they queſtioned whether there were 6 "ſj 
4 ſuperintendent power over the world. This hath alſo been the ſtambling-block of 
many taught in a higher School than that of nature, the Jews, M1. 2. 17. Te ſay 
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Anſo. 1. 


* x Cor. 4. 5. 


Secondly. 
* Mat. 15. 


Thirdly : 


every one that doth evil is good in the ſight of the Lord, and he delighteth in them, and 
where is the God of judgment? Yea, and the obſervation of the outward felici. 
tics of vice, and the oppreſſions of goodneſs, have cauſed fretting commorions in 
the hearts of Gods people,thePſzl.73,i* wholly deſigned to anſwer this caſe, Feremy 
though fixed intheacknowledgment of Godsrighteouſneſs, would debatethicreaſo;; 
of it with God, Jer. 12. 1. Righteous art thou, oh Lord, yet let ze talk, with thee 
of thy judgments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked proſper ? wherefore axe 413 
they happy that deal very treacheronſly? thou haſt planted them, ea , they have taken 
root , they grow , yea, they bring forth fruit. He perceiving it a univerſal] caſe 
Cwherefore are all they happy, &c.] did not know how to reconcile it with the 
righteouſneſs of God. Nor Habbakkrk with the holineſs of God. Hz, x, 4. 
[thakt art of purty eyes than to behold iniquity, wherefore holdes? thon thy tongue,when 
the/ wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he? In point of Gods 
goodneſs too, Job expoſtulates the caſe with God, Job 10. 3. Is it good unto thee 
that thou ſhouldeſt oppreſs, that thou ſhouldeſt deſpiſe the work of thy hands, and ſhine 
upon the connſel of the wicked? You fee upon the account of Holineſs, Righteouſ- 
neſs, Goodneſs, the three great Attributes of God, it hath been queſtioned by 
good men, and upon the account of his Wiſdom by the wicked Jews. : 

1. Anſwer in general, Is it not a bigh preſumption for ignorance to judg Code 
proceedings ? In the courſe of providence ſuch things are done that men could no: 
1magine could be done without injuſtice; yet when the whole connexion of their 
end 1s unravelled, they appear highly beautiful, and diſcover a glorious wiſdom 
and righteouſneſs. If it had entered into the heart of man to think that God 
ſhould ſend his Son in a very low eſtate to die for finners, would it not have been 
judged an unjuſt and unreaſonable att, to deliver up his Son for rebels, the inno- 
cent for the criminals, to ſpare the offender and puniſh the obſerver of his Law > 
Yet when the deſign is revealed and ated, what an admirable connexion is there 
of juſtice, wiſdom, mercy, and holineſs.? which men could not conceive of. It 
will be: known to be fo atlaſt in Gods dealing with all his members. We are 
incompetent judges of the righteouſneſs and wiſdom of God, unleſs we were 
infinitely righteous and wiſe our ſelves 3 we muſt be Gods, orin another ſtate, 
before wecan underſtand the reaſon of all Gods aCtions. We judge according 
to the law of ſenſe and ſelf, which are inferior to the rules whereby God 
works. Judge nothing then before the time *. It is not a time for us to paſs a 
judgment upon things. A falſe judgment is ealily made, when neither the 
Counſels of mens hearts, nor the particular Laws of Gods actions are known 
to us. In general it is certain, God doth righteoufly order his providences ; 
he may ſee ſome inward corruptions in good men to be demoliſhed by afflictions, 
and ſome good moral affections, ſome uſeful deſigns, or ſome ſervices he employs 
wicked men in to be rewarded in this life. | 

2, God is Soveraign of the World. He is ſui juris, The Earth is his, and the 


fulneſs thereof, may he not do what he will with his own ? * Who ſhall take upon 


them to controul God, and preſcribe Laws to him how to deal with his Crea- 
tures? Why ſhould a finite underſtanding preſcribe meaſures and methods toan 
infinite Majeſtic ? | 

3. God is wiſe and juſt, and knows how to diſtributes If we queſtion his provi- 
dence, we queſtion his wiſdom. Is it fit for us who are but of yeſterday, and 
know nothing, to ſay to an infinite Wiſdom, what doſt thou fand to direct the 
only wiſe God to amethod of hisactions? His own vviſdom vvill beſt direct him 
to the time vyhen to puniſh the inſolence of the vvicked, and relieve the 
miſeries of his people : We ſee the preſent diſpenſations, but are vve able to 
underſtand the internal motives ? May there not be ſome fins of righteous mens 
Parents that he vvill viſit upon their Children # ſome virtues of their Anceſtors, 
that he vvill revvard even in their vvicked poſterity ? He may uſe vvicked men 
as inſtruments in ſome ſervice. *'Tis part of his diſtributive juſtice to revvard 
them. They aim at theſe things in their ſervice, and he gratifies them accor- 
ding to theirdefires. Let not then his righteouſneſs be an argument againſt Þ1s 
providence 3 'tis righteous vvith God not to be in arrears vvith them. Some- 


times God gives them notto them as revvards of any moral virtue, but puts pow- 
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er into their hands, that they may be inſtruments of his juſtice upon ſome of. 
fenders againſt him, 1/a. 10. 5. The ſtati 1n the 4ſyrians hand was Gods indig- 
nation. 


A. There is a nececſſuty for ſome ſeeming inequality at leaſt in order to the good go- Comthly 


vernment of the word. Can all in any community of men be of an equal height? 
A houſe hath not beams and rafters of an equal bigneſs, ſome are greater,and ſome 
leſs. The world is Gods Family. *Tis here as 1n a family, all cannot have the 
ſame office, but they are divided according to the capacities of ſome perſons, and 
the neceſlities of others: Providence would not be fo apparent in the beauty of 
the world, if all men were alike in their ſtations. VVhere would the beauty of 
the body be, if all the members had one office, and one immediate end? Man 
would ceaſe to be man, if every member had not ſome diſtin&t work, and a uni- 
verſal agreement in the common profit of the Body, All mankind is but one 
great body conſtituted of ſeveral members , which have diſtin&t offices, but all 
ordered to the good of the whole 3 the Appolile argues this excellently in a pa- 
rallel caſe of the diverlities of gifts in the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 19. If all were one 
member, where were the body 2 ver. 23. thoſe members of the body which we think 
to be leſs honourable, upon thoſe we beſtow more abundant honour, ver. 24. God hath 
tempered the body together , having given more abundant honour to that part which 
lackt. VVhat harmony could there be, if all the voices and founds were ex- 
atly the ſame jn a conſort? VVho can be delighted with a Picture that hath no 
ſhadows ? The affliftions of good men are a foyl to ſet off the beauty of Gods 


providence in the world. 


5. Onequal diſpenſations do not argue careleſneſs. A Father may give one Child F##**:. 


a gayer Coat than he gives another', yet he extends his fatherly care and tender- 
neſs over all : According to the ſeveral imployments he puts his Children upon, 
he is at greater expence, and yet loves one as well as another, and makes proviſi- 
on for all. As the Soul takes care of the loweſt member,and communicates Spirits 
to every part for their motions : So though God place ſome in a higher, ſome in 


a lower condition, yet he takes care of all, God divides to every man as he will*, * ; co. 15, 


Every man hath a ſeveral ſhare according to Gods pleaſure, of a-goodacfs in the 1 


world, as well as of gifts in the Church. 


6. Yet upon due conſideration the inequality will not appear ſo great as the com Sixthiy. 


plaint of it. . If the wants of one, and the enjoyment of another were weighed 
in the ballance, the Scales might not appear fo uneven; we ſee ſuch a mans 


| wealth, but do you underſtand his cares ? A running ſore may lye under a pur- 


ple Robe. Health, the ſalt of bleſſing, as one calls it, is beſtowed upon a Labourer, 
when many that wallow in abundance, have thoſe torturing deſeaſes which imbit- 
ter their pleaſures. If ſome want thoſe worldly ornaments which others have, 
may they not have more wiſdom than thoſe that injoy them, (the nobleſt per- 
fection of a rational Creature)? Pro. 3. 13,14. The merchandize of it is better 
than the Merchandize of Silver, and the gain thereof than fine Gold. Pro. 15, 16. 
better is a little with the fear of the Lord, than great treaſure, and trouble therewith. 
As ſome are ſtript of wealth and power, ſo they are ſtript of ther incumbrances 
they bring with them. One hath that ſerenity and tranquility of mind, which 
the cares and fears of others will not ſuffer them to injoy , and a grain of con- 
tentment is better than many pounds of wealth. *Tis not a defirable thing to 


be a great Prince, attended with as many cares and fears as he hath ſubjects in his | 


Empire. He made a true eſtimate of his greatneſs, that ſaid he would not ſtoop 
to take up a Crovvn if it lay at his feet, But more particularly to the parts of 


the caſe. 


I. It is not well with bad men here, 

1. Is it well with them who are tortured by their own Inſts? VVhat peace can 
vyorldly things beſtovv upon a Soul filled vvith impurity ? in 2 Cor, 7. 1. Sin is 
called filthineſs, can it be vvell vvith them that have naſty Souls ? Is it vvell vvith 
them vvho are rakct by pride,ſtung vvith cares,gnavvn vvith envy, diſtracted by 
unſatiable deſires, and torn in pieces-by their ovvn fears? Can it be vvell vvith 
ſuch vvho have a multitude of vipers in their breaſts, ſticking all their ſtings into 
them, though the Sun ſhine, and the Prom meg drop upon them ? You are Spec- 
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tators of their felicity, but do you underſtand their inward gripes ? Pro, 14. 13. 
even in laughter the ktart is ſorrowful. Can ſilken Curtains or purple Clothes 
confer a happineſs upon thoſe who have a mortal plague-ſore poyloning their 
bodies, and are ready to expire ? Sin is their plague, whatever is their hapyi- 
nefs*. Their inſolent luſts are afar greater miſery than the poſleſſion of all the 
Kingdoms in the World can be a happineſs. 

We. Is it well with them who have ſo great an account to make, and know not hor 
to make it ? Thoſe that enjoy much, are more in Gods debt, and therefore more 
accountable. The account of wicked men is the greater, beca uſe of their abun- 
dance 3 and their unfitneſs to make that account is the greater, becauſe of their 
abuſe. Would any reckonthemſelves happy to bz called upon to givean account of 
their Stewardſhip for Talents, and know not howto give a good account of one 
farthing ? Luk. 16. 2. give anaccount of thy Stewardſhip. 

II. 1s it well with them who are the worſe for what they have? Is it a happineſ 
to command others, and be more flaves to the worſt of Creatures, than any 
can be to them 2? The wicked mans well-{pread table ſometimes proves his ſnare, 


* Pſal.69. 22.* and his deſtruction 1s bound up in his very proſperity : Pro. 1. 32. and the 


EExod. 9. 16. 


\ Secondly. 


* Pfal. 73. 
Rom. 8, 


proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them. Proſperity falling upon an unregenerate 
heart, like the Sun and rain upon bad ground, draws forth nothing but weeds 
and vermin. Would you think it your happineſs tobe Maſters of their concerns, 
and (]aves to their pride ?Is a ſtubbornneſs againſt God fo deſirable a thing, 
which is ſtrengthened by thoſe things in the hands of the wicked? 

IV. 1s it well with them who in the midſt of their proſperity are reſerved for 
Juſtice? Can that Traytor be accounted happy thar is fed in priſon by the Prince 
with better diſhes than many aloyal ſubject hath at his table, byt only to keep 
him alive for his Tryal, and a publick Example of juſtice ? God raiſes ſome for 
greater falls: Miſerable was the felicity of Pharaoh, to be raiſed up by God for 
a Subjett to ſhew in himthe power of his Wrath. *'Tis but a little time before 

they ſhall be cut down as graſs, and wither as the green herb. Pſal. 37. 2. None 
would value the condition of that Souldier who leaping into a River to ſave a 
KingsCrown,and putting it upon his own head, that he might be enabled toſwim 
out with it, was rewarded for ſaving it, and executed for wearing it. God 
rewards wicked men for their ſervice, and puniſhes them for their 1nſolence. 

2. Neither is it bad here with good men, if all bs well conſidered. Others mens 
judgment of a good man is frivolous, they cannot rightly judge of his ſtate and 
concerns, but he can make a judgment of theirs. 1 Cor. 2.15. a ſpiritual mar 
judgeth all things, but he himſelf is judged of no man. No mancan make a ſound 
judgment and eſtimate of a righteous mans ſtate in any condition, unleſs he 
hath had experience of the likein all the circumſtances, the inward comforts as 
well as the outward Crofiles. For, 

[. Adverſity cannot be called abſolutely an evil, as proſperity cannot be called abjo- 
Intely a good. They arerather indifferent things, becauſe they may be uſed either 
for the honouror diſhonour of God. As they are uſed for his honour, they are 
good, and as ufed for his diſhonour they are evil. The only abſolutely bad 
thing in the world is fin, which cannot be in its own nature, but a diſhonour 
to God. The only abſolutely good thing in the world is holineſs, and a likeneſs 
to God, which cannot be in itsown nature, but for his glory. As for all other 
things, I knovvno true ſatisfaftion can be in them, but as they are ſubſervient to 
Gods honour, and give us an advantage for imitating ſome one or other of 
his perfe&ions. Croſles in the Scripture are not excluded from thoſe things vve 
have a right to by Chriſt, vvhenthey may conduce to our good, 1 Cor. 3. 22. 
Life and Death, things preſent, and things to come, are yours, and youare Chrilts. 
Since the Revelation of the Goſpel, I do not remember that any ſuch complaint 
againſt the Providence of God fell from any holy man in the nevv Teſtament 3 
for our Saviour had given them another proſpe& of thoſe things. The holy men 
in the Old Teſtament comforted themſelves againſt this objection by the end of 
the vvicked vvhich ſhould happen, and the rod ceaſe *. In the Nevv Teſtament 
vve are more comforted by the certain operation of croſſes toour good and [pt- 


ritual advantage. Our Saviour did not promiſe yvealth and honour to ” fol- 
ovvers 
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Jowers, nor did het}:ink ir worth his pains of coming and dying, to beſtow 


ſuch gifts upon his Children : He made Heaven their happineſs, and the - Earth 


2 


their Hil ; the Croſs was their badge here, and the Crown their reward hereaf- 


ter; they {zemed not to be a purchaſe congruous to ſo great a price of Blood. 


VVas Gods Providence to Chriſt the moreto be queſtioned becauſe he was poor ? 


Had he the leſs love to him becauſe he was a mar of ſorrows, even while he 


wasa God of glory ? Such groundle(s conceits ſhould never enter into Chriſti- 
ans, who can-never ſeriouſly take up Chriſts yoke without a proviſo of affii. 


ctions, who can never be Gods Sons, without expeing hiscorretions. 

2. (7od never leaves good men ſo bare, but he provides for their neceſſity, Pſal. 84. 
It. the Lord will give grace and glory, and no good thing will be withhold from 
them that walk, yprightly. If any thing be good, an upright man may expet it 
from God's providence z if it b= not good, he ſhould not deſire it : Howſoever 
grace, which is neceſſary for preparing thee for happineſs, and glory, which 
1snece(Tiry for fixing thee in it, he will be ſure to give, we have David's ex- 
perience for it * inthe whole courſe of his life, | 

3. The little good men have, is better than the higheſt enjoyments of wicked men. 
Pſal. 37. 15. a little that a righteous man hath, is better then the riches of many 
wickea, not better then many riches of the wicked, but better then the riches 
of many wicked, better then all the treaſures of the whole Maſs of the wicked 
world ; others have them in a providential way, good men in a gracious way. Pro. 
16. 8. better is alittle with righteouſneſs then grant revennes without right, without 
a Covenant right. VVicked proſperity is like a ſhadow that glides away in a 
moment, whereas a righteous mans little is a part of Chriſt's purchaſe, and part 
of that inheritance which ſhall endure for ever, Pſal. 37. 18. their inheritance 

ſhall be for ever, i. e. God regards the ſtate of the righteous, whether good or 
evil, all that befals them. God doth all witha repe& to his everlaſting inheri- 
tance. No man hath worldly things without their wings. And though the 
righteous have worldly things with their wings, yet that love whereby they 
have them, hath no wings ever to fly away from them 3 how can thoſe things be 
good to a man that can never talt them, nor God in them ? 

4. No righteous man would in his ſober wits be willing to make an exchange of 
his ſmarteſt affliFions for a wicked mans proſperity, with all the circumſtances attend.- 
ing it. It cannot therefore be bad with the righteous in the worſt condition : 
V Vould any man be ambitious of ſnares, that knows the deceit of them ? Can 
any but amad man exchange Medicines for poyſon? Is it not more deſirable 
to be upon a Dunghil with an intimate converſe with God, then upon a Throne 
without it ? They gain a world in proſperity, a righteous man gains his Soul by 
afflictions, and poſlc(ſes it in patience 3is th2 exchange of a valuable conſider- 
ation? God (trips good men of the enjoyment of the VVorld, that he may wean 
them from the love of it 3 keeps them from [dolatry by removing the fuel of it ; 
ſends afflictions that he may not loſe them, nor they their Souls. VVould any 


. man exchange a great goodnels laid up for him that fears God, for a leſſer good- 


neſs laid out upon them that are Enemies to him *? 

VVho would exchange a few outward comforts with God's promiſe, in- 
ward comforts with atſurance of Heaven, Godlinels with contentment, a ſweet and 
Spirituallife, Soveraignty over himſelf and laſts, though attended with ſuffer- 
ings, for the Government of the whole VVorld ? 

5. It is not ill with the righteous in affiiFions, becauſe they have high advantages 
by them. That cannot be abſolutelyevil, which conduceth to a greater good. 

As, Firſt, Senſible experiments of the tender providence of God over them, If 
the righteous had not afflictions in this life, God would loſe the glory of his pro- 
vidence, and they the ſweetneſs in a gracious deliverance from them in ways 
which makes the affliction the ſvveeter, as vvell as the mercy; they vvould loſe 
the comfort of them in not having ſuch ſenſible evidences of God's gracious 
care. 

The ſvveetneſs of the promiſes made for times of trouble vvould never be taſt- 
ed. Pſal. 37. 19. They ſhall not be aſhamed in the evil time; that is, they (hall 
be mightily encouraged and ſupported. God's people do beſt GY _ 

rength, 


* Pſal 37. 5. 


* Pſal. 31.19. 


A Diſcourſe of 


® 2 Cor. 1.5. 
t Pet. 4. 13, 


4. 


ſtrength, when they feel the ſmart of mens malice. 2 Tim. 4. 17. ( the Lord flood 
with me and ſtrengthened me, he had never felt fo much of God's ſtrength, if ke 
had not taſted much of mans wickedneſs in forſaking him,Pſal 37. 3 g. | le ;5 their 


ſtrength, ] when in times of trouble they experiment more of his care in preſer- 


ving them, and his ſtrength in ſupporting them, than at other times. Abundance 
of conſolations are manifeſted in abundante of ſufferings *. A greater (ence Ef 
joy and glory lights upon them in a ſtorm of perſecutions. Men fee the ffs, 
ings of the godly, but they do not behold that inward peace which compoſeth 
and delights their Souls, worth thevvhole Maſs of the Worlds goodneſs,and plea- 
ſures of the unrighteous. 

2, Inward improvements, Opportunities to manifeſt more tove to God, more 
dependance on him, the perfeCtion of the Soul. 1 Tims, 5.5. Now fbe that is all; 
dow indeed, and deſolate, truits iz God, and continues in Supplications and Praye: g 
night and day ;, there is a ground of more exerciſe of truſt in God, and ſupplica 
tion to him. The poor and deſolate have an advantage for the actual exerciſe 
of thoſe graces, which a proſperous condition wants : God changeth the metsl 
by it : what was Lead and Iron , he makes come forth as Gold. Job 23. to, 
when he hath tried me , I ſhall come forth as Gold, Crofles and ſufferings which 
fit good men for ſpecial ſervice here, and eternal happineſs hereafter, can no more 
be ſaid to be evil, then the fire which refines the gold, and prepares it for a 
Prince's uſe. If there were not ſuch evils, what ground could you have to cyer- 
ciſe patience? what Heroick ads of faith could you put forth without difficutics? 
how could you believe againſt hope, if you had not ſometimes ſomething to 
contradict your hopes? And if a good man ({hould have a confluence of that 
which the ignorant and pedantical world calls happineſs, he might undervalue 
the pleaſures of a better life, deface the beauty of his own Soul, and withdraw 
his love from the moſt gratifying, as well as the molt glorious object, unto thas 
which is not worth the leaſt grain of his affection. 

3. Future glory. The great enquiry at the day of Chriſt's appearing, will be 
how good men bare their ſufferings, what improvements they had); and the great- 
er their purity by them, the greater will be their praiſe and honour. 1 Pet. x, 
7. That the tryal gf your faith (viz. by manifold Temptations] may be found to 
praiſe, and honour-and glory,at the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt, For a good improve- 
ment by them, they will have a Publick praiſe from God's mouth, and a Crown 
of Honour ſet upon their heads. Providence ſends even light afflictions as tv 
many Artificers, to make the Crown more Maſly and more bright, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
[Works for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory. They are at work 
about a good man's Crown, while they make him ſmart. They prepare him for 
heaven, and make it more grateful to'him when he comes to pollcts it. A Chrilti- 
an carriage in them prepares for greater degrees of Glory. Every ſtroke doth but 
more beautifie the Crown. 

6. Sufferings of good men for the Truth highly glorifies the Providence of God. 
This is a matter of glory and honour, 1 Pet. 4. 16. If any man ſuffer as a Chris 
ſftian, let him not be aſhamed, but let him glorifie God on this behalf. They thereby 
bare a Teſtimony to the higheſt Act of Providence that God ever exerciſed,even 
the redemption of the world by the blood of his Son. And the Church which 
is the higheſt object of his Providence in the world, takes the deeper root, and 
ſprings up the higher 3 the foundation of it was laid in the blood of Chriſt, and 
the groweth of it is furthered by the blood of Martyrs. The carriage of the 
righteous in them, makes the Truth they profeſs more valued. It enhanceth the 
excellency of Religion , and manifeſts it to be more amiable for its beauty than 
for its dowry 3 ſince they ſee it deſirable by the ſufferers, not only without 
vvorldly enjoyments, but vvith the ſharpeſt miſeries. This conſideration 


hath vvrought upon many to embrace the Religion of the Sufferers. If it 
reaches as far as death, they are but diſpatched to their Fathers houſe, and the 
day of their death is the day of their Coronation 3 and vvhat evil is there in all 
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To conclude, this argument is ſtronger (upon the 1ntallible righteouſels 
of God's nature) for a day of Reckoning after this life, than againſt Pro- 
vidence. *Tis a more rational concluſion , That God will have a time to 
juſtifie the Righteouſneſs and Wiſdom of his Providential Government, and 
repair the honour of the righteous, oppreſſed by the injuſtice of the wicked; 
And indeced , unleſs there be a retribution in another world, the queſtion 
1s unanſwerable, and all the reaſon in the world knows not how to ſalve 
the Holineſs and Righteouſneſs of God 1n his Providential Difpenſations in 
this lifes ſince we ſee here Goodneſs unrewarded, and debaſcd to the 
dunghill, Vice glorying in impunity, and ranting to the firmament. We 
cannot fre how it can conſiſt with the nature of God's Wiſdom, Righ- 
teouſnels and Holineſs, . if there were not another life wherein God 
will manifelt his Righteouſneſs in the puniſhing fin, and rewarding good- 
n:is: For ir is imvoffible” that a God of Infnite juſtice ſhould leave 
ſin unpuniſhed , and Grace unrewarded here or hereafter. The Scripture 
gives us fo full an account of a future ſtate, that may fatisfie all Chriſtians 
1n this bulinels. | 

The wicked rich man is in his Purple, and Lazarzs in his rags, yet 
Abraham's Boſom is prepared for the one, and an endleſs Hell for the 
other. Feremy rcſolves the caſe in his diſpute with God about it, Fer. 12. 
3. Pull thim ont like ſheep to the ſlaughter, and prepare them for the day of 


flanghter, They are but fattening for the knife of Juſtice, and the day 


will come when they ſhall be confum'd, like the fat of Lambs in the 
Sacrifice, which {hall wholly evaporate into ſmoke, fo the Pſalmilſt reſolvcs it in 
Pſal. 37. 20. a Pſalm written for the preſent cale. God laughs at their 
ſecurity in a way of mockery, Pſal. 37. 13. The Lord ſhall laugh at him, 
for ke ſees that his day is coming. God's day for the juſtification of his 
proceedings in the world, and the wicked man's day for his own deftru. 
Ction , wherein they ſhall all be deſtroyed together, P/al. 37. 38, The whole 
maſs of th&m in one bundle. Who then will charge God with unequal 
diſtributions at that day, which is appointed for the clearing up of his righteou(l- 
neſs, which is here maskt 1n the world 2 who can be fond of the State of the 
wicked? Who would be fond ofadead mans condition, becauſe he lies in 
State, whoſe Soul may be condemned, whilſt his body vvith a pompous ſolemnity 
Is carried to the Grave, and both body and Soul joyned together at the reſurreGti- 
on, adjudged to eternal miſery ? 

On. 2. What hath been ſaid in this, vvill alſo anſvver another Queſtion, 
Why God doth not immediately puniſh notorious offenders, ſince the beſt Go- 
vernmonts in the vvorld are ſuch as call the violaters of the Lavv to a [pee- 
dy account, to keep up the honour of Juſtice? Thus the Epicures charge 
God vvith negle&s of providence , becauſe if he doth puniſh vvicked men, 
it 1s later than is fit and juſt, becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not 
executed ſpeedily, therefore ihe heart of the ſ-ns of men is fully ſet in then 
to do evil, Ecclcliaſtes &, 11. Delay. of Juſtice 15 an encouragement to 
SIN. 

Anſw. 1. This is an argument for Gods patience, none against his providence. 
ſhould he make ſuch quick vvork, vyhat vvould become of t! vvorld ? 
Could it have hcld out to this day? If God had inſtantly taxen revenge upon 
thoſe that thus diſparage his providence,” the frame of fach an obj=Ction 
had not been alive. No man is fo perfe&ly good , but he might fall under 
the reverging firoke of his ſword, if he pleaſed to draw it. Suffer God 
to evidence his patience here, fince after the winding up of the world, he 
will have no time to manifeſt it. God doth indeed ſometimes ſend the 
ſharp arrow of ſome judgment upon a notorious offender, to Jet him un- 
derſtand that he hath not forgotten how to govern; but he doth not 
alwayes do ſo, that his patience may be glorified in bearing with his rebcl- 
lious Creature. 

2. God is juit in that wherein the queſtion ſuppoſeth him unjuſt 5 he ſuffers 


wicked men to continue to be the plagues of the places where they live, and 
E the 
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the executioners of his Juſtice upon offenders againſt him. Pſal. x7, 13, 
The wicked are God's Sword. Jeremiah 47. 6, Thoſe that God would ſtir 
up againſt the Philiſtines, are called the Sword of the Lord, Ia. 1. 5. 
Aſhur is ſaid to be the Rod of his anger ; would it conliſt with his wit. 
dom to drop the inſtraments out of his hand, as ſoon as he begins to uſe 
them? To caſt his Rods out of his hand as ſoon as he taks them up? The 
rules of juſtice are as much unknown to us, as the communications of his 
goodneſs to his people are unknown to the world. 

2. Let me ask ſuch a'one, whether he never injur'd another man, and whether he 
would not thinkit very ſevere, if not unjuſt, that the offended perſon ſhould preſently 
take revenge of him & It every man {hould do the like, how ſoon would manking 
be diſpatcht, and the World become a ſhambles, men rurnirg furiouſly to one 
anothers deſtruCtion for the injuries they have mutually received ? Do we praiſe 
the Jenity of parents totheir Children, and diſpraiſe the mercy of God, becauſe 
he doth not preſently uſe his right? Is then forbearance of revenge accountcd a 
virtue in a man, and ſhall it be an imperfe&ion in God ? With what reaſon can 
wethus blame the eminent patience of God, which we have reafon to adore, and 
which every one of us are monuments of ? The uſe is. 

QOſe. 1. Of Information, 

I. How unworthy and abſurd a thing is it to deny Providence ? Some of the Rea- 
thens fancyed, that God walked his Circuit in Heaven, or fat with folded arms 
there, taking no cognizance of what was done in the World 5 Some indeed 
upon ſome great emergencies haveacknowledged the mercies and juſtice of God, 
which are the two arms of his providence. The Barbarians, his juſtice, when 
they ſaw a Viper leap upon Parl's hand, AZ. 28. 4. they ſay among themſelves, 
20 doubt this man is a murderer, whom though he hath eſcapt the ſea, yet vengeance 
ſuffers not to live. The Marinersin Jonah implored his mercy 1n their diſtreis ar 
Sea, yet they generally attribuced affairs to blind chance, and worſhipped For- 
tune as a Deity : For this vain conceit, the Pſalmiſt calls the Atheiſt fool, Pj. 
14. I. The fool hath ſaid in his heart, thereis no God. Potiphar acknowledged 
it, be ſaw that the Lord was with Joſeph, and favoured his deligns,Gey. 39. 3. Ard 
his Maſter ſaw that the Lord was with him, and that the Lord made all things that he 
did to proſper in his hand. 

It will not be amiſs to conſider this, For the root of denial of providence is 
in the hearts of the beſt men, eſpecially under affliction. A/ah was a holy man, 
Pſal. 73. 13. faith he, Verily I have cleanſed my heart in vain, and waſhed my hands 
in inocercy, He had taken much pains with his heart, and had been under 
much aftiition. V. 14. All the day long have Þ been plagned and chaſtened ever; 
s:0rnire. And the conlideration of this, that he ſhould have fo much affliction 
with ſo much holineſs, ſo ſtrangely puzled him, that he utters that dreadful Speech, 
asif he had a mind to caſtoff all cares about the worſhip of God, and ſan&ifying 
his heart, and repent of all that he had done in that bulinefs, as much asto ſay,had 
I been as very a villain as ſuch, orſuch a man, I might have proſpered as well a 
they, but I wasa fool to have any fear of God. 

Therefore we will conſlider, 
1. The evilof denying Providence. 
2. The grounds of the denial of it by the heathen, which we ſhall find in ouc own 


hearts. 

2. Thevarions wayes wherein men pra@ically deny providence, 

t. [ke evil of denying it. 

t. It gives a liberty to all ſin. It gives an occaſion for an unbounded licentioul- 
nels ; for what may not be done, where there is no government ? The Jews tell 
us, That the diſpute between Cain and Abel was this : Cain ſaid, becauſe his 
ſacrifice was not accepted, that there was no Judge, no reward of good works, 
or puniſhment of bad, which when Abe! oppoſed, Cain flew him 3 they ground 
it upon the diſcourſe of God with Cir, v. 7. which had been about his pro- 
vidence and acceptation of men, if they did well, and puniſhment of men if they 
did ill 5 whence they gather, the diſcourſe, v. 8. Caiz had with his brother, vvas 
about the ſame ſubject, for Cain talked vvith Abel, and upon that diſcourſe roſe 
up 
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up againſt him, and flew him. And his diſcourſe afterwards with God, ». 
9. ſeems to favour it, Am 1 my Brothers keeper 2 Thou doſt ſay, thou arr 
the Governour of the World, it 1s not my concern to Jook after him. 
Their conjecture is not improbable. If it were ſo, we ſee how early this 
opinion began in the World, and what was the horrid effe&t of it, the 
firſt ſin, the firſt murder that we read of after the Sin' of Adam. And 
what confuſion would grow upon the entertainment of ſuch a notion. 
Indeed the Scripture every where places fin upon this root. P/2/. 10. 
It. | God hath forgotten, he hides his face, he will never ſee it. ] He hath 
turned his back upon the World. This was the ground of the oppreſſion 
of the poor by the wicked which he mentions, v. 9, 10. So Iſa. 26. 10. 
{ The wicked will not learn righteouſneſs, he will deal znjzſtly ; the reaſon is, 
he will not behold the Majeſty of the Lord; he will not regard God's govern- 
ment of the World, though his hand be lifted up to ſtrike. There is no 
fin, but receives both its birth and nouriſhment from this bitter root. Let 
the notion of Providence be once thrown out, or the belief of it faint, 
how will ambition, Covetouſneſs, negle& of God, diſtruſt, impatience and 
a!l other bitter gourds grow up in anight ? "Tis from this. Topick all inj- 
quity will draw arguments to encourage it felt; for nothing doth ſo much 
diſcountenance thole riſing corruptions, and put them out of heart, as an 
actuated belief, that God takes care of humane affairs Upan the want of 
this atuated knowledg, God charges all the fin of Zphraine, Hoſea, 7. 2. 
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They conſider * not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedneſs. As \#* Heb. they 
God were blind and did not ſee, or {tupid and did not concern himſcl, /7**% 22 7» 


or of a very frail memory ſoon to forget. 

2. It deſtroys all Religion. The firſt Foundation of all Religion is, firſt 
the Being, Secondly the Goodneſs of God in the Government of the World. 
Heb. 11. 6. he that comes to God, muſt believe that he is, and that he is 4 
rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him. He 1s the object of Religion, as 
he is the Governour of the World. This denial would ſhut up Biblesand 
Temples, and bring irrcligious diſorder into all Societics. | 

rt. All Worfhip. He that hath not deſign to govern, 1s ſuppoſed to expect 
no homage 3 if he regards not his Creatures, he cares for no worſhip from 
them, How is it poſſible to perſuade men to - regard him for God, who 
takes no care of them? Who will adore him, who regards no adoraton > 

2. Prayer, To what purpole ſhould they beg his direfQions, implore his 
aſſiſtance in their calamities, if he had no regard at all to his Creatures ? 
What favour can we expe& from him who 1s regardleſs of diſpenſing 
any ? 

3. Praiſe. Who would make acknowledgments to one, from whom they 
never received any favour, and hath no mind to receive any acknowledg- 
ments from them, becauſe he takes no care of them? If the Deity have 
no relation to us, how can we have relation to him? To what pnrpoſe 
will it be either to call upon him, or praiſe him, which are the prime pieces 
of Religion, if he concern not himſelf with us ? 

4. Dependance, Truſt and Hope. What reaſon have we to commit our con- 
cerns to him, and to depend upon him for relief? Hence the Apoſtle faith, 
Epheſ. 2. 12. The Gentiles were without hope, and without God in the World. 
The reaſon they were without hope, was becauſe they were without God, 
they denied a ſettled Providence, and acknowledged a blind Chance, and 
therefore could have no ſound hope3 ſo ſome underſtand it of denial of 
God's government. It might well give occaſion to people to utter Pha- 
raoh's Speech, Exod. 5. 2, Who is the Lord that I ſhould obezy his woice to 
let Iſrael go 2 I know not the Lord, neither will I let Ijrael go. What is Gad 
that I ſhould ferve him? I have no ſuch notion of a God that governs the 
World. The regardleſneſs of his Creature difobligeth the Creature from 
any ſervice to him. : 

3. It is a high diſparagement of God, To believ2 an impotent, ignorant, 
negligent God, without care of his Paris is as bad or worſe than _ 
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Secondly. 


Fhe denial of his Providence 1s made Equal with the 


lieve no God at all. 
denial of God. Pſal. 14. 1. The fool hath ſaid in his heart there is v0 Gol 
He denied God, Elokinr, which word notes Gods providence ; Not, there is no 
Jehovah, which notes his eſſence 3 he denied not God, quoad Fſſextian: , but 


quoad Providentiam, whereupon the Pſalmiſt dubs the Atheiſt fool It ftrin 
God of his judicial power. How ſhall he judge his Creatures, if he know 
not what they think, and regards not what they do? How eeſie will it be 
for him to be impoſed upon by the fair pretences and lying excuſes of my / 
'Tis Diabolical. The Devil*denies not God's right to govern, but ke de- 
nics Gods attual government, for he ſaith, Luk. 4. 6. the power ard glory of 
the World is delrvered unto him, and to whomſoever ſaith he, [ will, Toive it. 
God had caſt off all care of all things, and made the Devil kis Deputy, 
He that denies Providence, der:ies moſt of Gods attributes, he denics at jcaſt 
the exerciſe of them 3 he denies his Omniſctence, which is the eye of Pra- 
vidence ; Mercy and Juſtice, which are the -arms of it ; Power, which js 
the life and Motion of Providence 3 Wiſdom, which is the rudder of Pro. 
vidence, whereby it is ſteered 3 and Holineſs, which is the compaſs and rule of 
the motion of Providence. 

4. IFis clearly againit natural light. Socrates an Heathen could ſay, Who. 
ſoever denied providence, did Aamir, was policfled with a Drvil *, 
Should God create a man anew with a ſound judgment, and bring jim into 
the World , when he ſhould fee the harmony, multitude, vertucs and ope- 
rations of all Creatures, the ſtated times and ſeaſons; muſt he not needs 
confeſs that ſome inviſible, unconceivable wiſdom did both frame, and doth 
govern all the motions of it? And it is a greater crime in any of us to 
deny providence either 1n opnion or practice, than it was or could have 
been in Heathens 3 becauſe we have not only that natural reaſon which they 
had, ſufficient to convince us3z but - ſupernatural revelation in the Scripture 
whercin God hath declared thoſe methods of his Providence which reaſon could 
not arrive to. As to deny the Creation of his the World, is a greater crime 
in a man that knows the Scripture, than in a Heathen, becauſe that hath 
put it out of doubr. And the a{lerting of this, being the end of all Gods 
judgments in the World, Wrath brings the puniſhment of the Sword, thit you 
may know there is a judgment, 4. e. Providence; the denial of it is a fin 
again(t all paſt or preſent judgements , which God hath or doth exerci{c. 
The Scripture frequently declaring the reaſon of ſuch and ſuch Jadgments 
to be, that men may 4zow that the Lord is God. 

2. The ſccond thing is, the grounds of the deniafgof providence. This Atheiſin 
has been founded, 

1. Upon an overweening conceit of mens own worths ; when men ſaw them- 
ſelves fruſtrated of the rewards they expected, and ſaw others that were 
inſtruments of Tyranny and Luſt, graced with the favours they thought 
due to their own vertue, they ran into a conceit, that God did not mind 
the ations of men below. So that it was pride, intereſt, felf-conceit and 
opinion of merit, rather than any well-grounded reaſon introduced this 
part of Atheiſm into the World 3 for upon any croſs this opinion of merit 
ſwelled up into blaſphemous ſpeeches againſt God, When we have any 
thoughts, (as we are.apt to have) by our religious ats to merit at Gods 
hand, we aCt againſt the abſoluteneſs of his Providence, as though God 
could be obliged to us by any other than his own promiſe. Methinks 

ob hath ſome ſpice of this in ſpeaking ſo *often of his own integrity, as 
though God dealt injurioully with him 1n afflifting him. God ſeems to charge 
him with it, Job 40. 8. [Wilt thou alſo diſannul my judgment 2 wilt thou condemn 
me that thou mayest be righteous? As though in ſpeaking ſo much of his own 
integrity, and in complaining expreſſions, he would accuſe God of inju- 
ſtice, and condemn him as an unighteous Governourz and in Job's anſwer you 
find no ſyllable or word of his integrity to God, but a ſelt-abhorrency, Fob 42. 
26. Wherefore I abbor my ſelf in dui and aſhes. I doubt that from this -1e- 


cret root ariſe thoſe Speeches which vve ordinarily have among men , I hat 
have 
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have 1 done that God fhould ſo» affii® me £ Though in a ſerious vvay it 1s 
a uſeful queſtion tending to an enquiry into the fin that is the cauſe of it. 
But I doubt ordinarily there is too much of a reflection upon God , as though 
they had deſerved other dealing at his hands. Take heed therefore of pride 
and conceits of our own worth, we ſhall elſe be led by it to diſparaging con- 
ceits of God, which indeed are the roots of all aftions contradiftory to God's 
Will. 
2. It is founded upon pedantical and ſenſual notions of God. As though it 
might detract from his pleaſures and delight, to look down upon this World; 
or, as though it were a moleſtation of an infinite power, to bulie himſelf 
about the cares of ſublugary things. They thought it unſutable to the fe- 
licity of God, that it ſhould interrupt his pleaſure, and make a breach upon 
his bleſſednefs. As though it were the felicity of a Prince not to take care 
of the Government of his Kingdom, nor fo much as provide for the well- 
being of his Children. I doubt that from ſuch, or as baJ conceptions of God, 
may ſpring ordinarily our diſtraſt of God upon any diltreſs ; take heed there- 
fore of entertaining any conceptions of God , but what the Scripture doth 
4 furniſh» you with. 
3. Or <clſe, this ſort of Atheiſm was uſher'd i» by « flattering conceit of the 
Majeſty of God. They thought it unbecoming the excellency of the divine 
Majeſty to deſcend to a regard of the petty things of the World ; this ſeems 
to be the fancy of them, Pſal. 37. 11. How doth God know ? is there know- 
ledge in the moſt high? They think him too high to know, too high to con- 'S 
ſider. How unreaſonable is it to think God moſt high in place, and not in 
pertection 3 and if in perfection, not in knowledge and diſcerning ? They ima- 
gined of him as of a great Prince, taking his pleaſure upon the battlements 
of his palace, not beholding the Worms upon the ground 3 muffled with 
Clouds, as Job 22. 13, 14. how doth God know? Can he judge through the 
dark Clouds ? thich Clouds are a covering to him, that he ſees not, and he walks 
in the circuit of Heaven, Wz cannot indeed have too high apprehealions of 
Gods Majelty and exccllency : But muſt take heed of entertaining ſuperſtitious je 1p 
conceits of God, and ſuch as are diſhonourable to him, or make the grandeur t Eero Jouyzal of | joon# "Pk 
and ambition of men, the meaſures of the greatneſs and Majeſty of Ts worsk7 p of Dam ons 
God. + Upon this root ſprung Superſtition and Idolatry , and the Worſhip of | 
? Demons, who according to the Heathens fancy, were Mediators betwen God 5 Dt ainks. 
. and men. And I doubt ſuch a conceit might be the firſt ſtep to the intro- 
ducing the Popiſh Saint-worſhip 'into the Chriſtian World : and this lies at the 
root of all our omiſlions of duty, or negletts of ſeeking God. Let us there- 
fore have raiſed thoughts of God's Majeſty, and admiring thoughts of his con- 
deſcention, who notwithſtanding his greatneſs, humbles himſelf ro behold what 
is done upon the Earth. The Pfalmiſt ſets a pattern for both, Pal. 113. * pſa. 115; 
6. 5, 6. 
' 4. From their wiſhes upon any gripes of conſcience. They found guilt ſta- 
ring them in the face, and were willing to comfort themſelves with the embraces 
of this Dofrine, wherein they might find a ſecurity and eaſe to their proſti- 
tuted conſciences, and unbounded liberty in the ways of fin. Thoſe in Ze- 
phaniah, were (ir(t ſettled upon their lees, and then to drive away all fears of 
puniſhment, deny Gods Government, Zeph. 1.12. the Lord will not do good, 
neither will he do evil. A brave liberty for a City to be without a Magiſtrate, 
a houſe without a Governour, a Ship without a Pilot, expoſed to the mer- 
cy of Winds and Waves 3 A man to be without reaſon, that paſſion and 
luſt ſhould af their pleaſure 3 a Liberty that Beaſts themſelves would not 
have, to be without a Shepherd, and one to take care of them. Such wiſhes 
certainly there are in men upon a ſenſe of guilt : they vviſh for their ovvn 
ſecurity there vvere no providential eye to inſpect them. Take heed there- 
fore of guilt vvhich vvill dravy you to vviſh God deprived of the govern- 
ment of the World, and all thoſe attributes vvhich qualify him for it. The 
readineſs to entertain the motions of Satan , rather than the motions of the 


Spirit, implics a vvillingneſs in them that Satan might Þe the God of the 
orld, 
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World, who favours them in Sin, rather than the Creator who forbids 
it. But indeed the fears of conſcience evidence a ſecret belief in men of 
a juſt providence, whatever means they uſe to ſtifle it ; elſe why is man upon 
the commiſſion of ſome notorious finſul att, afraid of ſome evil hap to bc: ide 
him ? Why is he reſtleſs in himſelf > There isno ſinnerunleſs extreamly hardned 
but hath ſome ſecret rouch of conſcience upon notorious enormities: White 
the work of the Law is written in their heart, their conſcience will bear witneG 
and accuſe them. * In the moſt flagitious courſes which the Apoſile reck- 
* Rom. 1. 29, ONS up , * they cannot put off the knowledge of the judgment of God, th;at 
30, 31, 3 they which commit ſuch things are worthy of death, that is, worthy of 
death by the judgment of God, which judgment is diſcovered in the Law of Na- 
ture. 

3. The third thing is, The various wayes wherein men pradically deny provie 
dence, or abuſe it, or contemn it. 

1. When we will walk on in away contrary to checks of providence, when we 
will run againſt the will of God manifeſted in his providence, we do deny 
his government, and refuſe ſubjeCtion to himz when we will be peremptory 
in our reſolves againſt the declaration of God's will by his checks of proyi- 
dence, we contend with him about the government of us and our ations, 
Such a diſpute had Pharaoh with God, notwithſtanding all the checl;s by 
the plagues poured out upon him, he would march againſt Jſ-ael to take 
them out of God's hand into his own ſervice again, Exod. 15. 9. The 
enemy ſaid, I will overtake, [will divide the ſpoil, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon 
them, | will draw my ſword, my hand ſhall deſtroy them. Here is the will of 
man vaunting againſt the Governour of the World, reſolved to diſpute 
God's Royalty with him 1a ſpight of all the blaſtings of his deſigns, and 
the ſmart blows he had had from that powerful arm, which coſt him and 
his ſubjeQs their lives 3 they would not underſtand the taking off their 
wheels, but would run headlong into the Red Sea : A remarkable example 
of this is in a good man not ſo peremptory in words, but againſt the reve- 
lations of God's mind both by the Prophet, and his Providence ; Jehoſaphat 
* 2 Chre. 18. had made aLeague with Ahab, * and Ged had ordered Micajah to acquaint 
02 him with the ill ſucceſs of the affair they went about, verſ.- 16, 19. which 

Fehoſaphat found true, for his own life was in danger, he was hardly beſet 
by the Enemy upon a miſtake, zerſ. 31, 32. he had an eminent anſwer of 
prayer, for upon his cry he had aquick return; God ergaged his provi- 
dence over his Enemies -hearts for him, zerſ. 13. the Lord helped him, and 
God moved them to depart from him. And fot this conjun&tion and con- 
tinuance in it againſt Micajab's prophelie, God ſends a Prophet to reprove 
him, 2 Chron. 19. 2. ſhould thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate 
the Lord? therefore is wrath upon thee from the Lord ; he reproves him ſharply 
for this confederacy, yet Jehoſaphat after had a fignal providence in delive- 
ring. him from another army, 2 Chron. 20. 24. Yet after this he goes on 
in this way, 2 Chron. 20. 35. | wa this, 3. e. after a reproof by a prophet, 
after ill ſacceſs in his league, after eminent care of God in his deliverance, 
after a ſignal freeing him from adangerous invaſion in a miraculous way, he 
enters into aleague with Ahab's Son, as wicked as: his Father, werſc 36. he 
joyned himſelf with him to make ſhips to go to Tarſhiſh, and after that a 
third Prophet is ſent to reprove him, and the Ships were broken, werſ. 37. 
Here is a remarkable oppoſition to checks ' of providence, and manifeſt 
declarations of God's will, as if he would be the Commander of the World 
inſtead of God. Abner's action 1s much of the ſame kind, who would make 
the houſe of Sarl ſtrong againſt David, though he knew and was ſatisfied 
that God had promiſed the Kingdom to Dazzd. 

2. In omiſſions of Prayer. One reaſon to prove the fools denying God's 
government of the world, is, that they call not upon the Lord. P/al. 14-1, 
4. The Lord looked down from Heaven to ſee if there were any that did under- 
ſtand and ſeek God, *Tis certainly either adenying of God's ſufficiency to 
help us, when we rather beg of every Creature, than ask of God ; ors char- 
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ging him with a want of Providence, as though he had thrown off all care 
of worldly matters, 2 King. 1. 3. Is it not becauſe there is not a God in 
Ijrael, that you go to enquire of Baalzebub the God of Ekron 2 Seeking of any 
thing elſe with a negle& of God, is a denying the care of God over his Crea- 


' ture. Do we not in this caſe make our felves our own governours and 


Lords, as though we could ſubſiſt without him, or manage our own affairs 
without his aſhtiſtance? If we did really believe there was a watchful Provi- 
dence, and an infinite powerful goodneſs to help us, he would hear from 
us oftener then he doth. Certainly thoſe who never call upon him, diſown 
his government of the World, and do not care whether he regards the Earth 
or no. They think they can do what they pleaſe without any care of 
God over them, The reſtraining prayer is a calting off the fear of God. 
Job. 15, 4. Thou caſteth off fear, why e and reſtraineſt Prajer before God. The 
neglect of Prayer ariſeth trom aconceit of the unprofitableneis of it. Fob 
21. 15. What profit ſhould we have if we pray unto kim? Which conceit mult 
be grounded upon a ſecret notion of God's careleſnels of the world ; ſuch 
frutt could not ariſe, but from that bitter root. But the Prophet Malach# 
plainly expreſles it, Malach. 3. 14. Te hate ſaid it 3s in vain to ſerve God, 
and what profit is it that we have kept his ordinance  Whence did this ariſe, 
but from a denial of Providence upon the obſervation of tze outward hap- 
pineſs of the wicked ? werſ. 15. And now we call the proud happy ; yea, they 
that work wickedneſs are ſet up 5 yea, they that tempt God are even delivered. 
Sometimes it ariſeth from an apprehenſion that God in the way of his Pro- 
vidence dealeth unjuſtly with us. A good Prophet utrers (uch a finful ſpeech 
in his paſſion, 2 King. 6. 33. Behold, this evil is of the Lord, what ſhould 

1 wait for the Lord any longer 
3. WVhen min will turn every ſtove to gain the favourable aſſiſtance of ine 
in their deſigns, and never addreſs to God for his diredion or bleſſing. When 
they never defire God to move the hearts of thole whoſe favour they 
court, as though Providence were an unuſeful and unneceſſary thing in the 
World. It was the caſe of thoſe Elihu ſpeaks of, Job 35. 9, 1o. Lhey cry 
out by reaſon of the arm of the mighty, but none ſaith, where is God my Maker, 
who gives ſongs in the night ? &c. none in the midſt of their oppretiions and 
cryes under them, did conſider either the power of God in the Creation, as 
he was their Maker, nor his Providence in the government of the World, 
as ke raiſed up men from low eſtates, and gave matter of chearfulneſs even 
in a time of darkneſs. This was the charge God by his Prophet brought 
againſt Aſz, 2 Chron. 16. 7. ( before the text ) Thou haſt rehed on the King 
of Syria, and not relyed on the Lord thy God, herein thou haſt done fooliſhly, 
v. 9, where he ſets a reliance on the creature, and a reliance on God, in dj- 
rect oppoſition. In ſeveral caſes men do thus deny and put a contempt on 
God as the governour of the World, when we. will caſt about to find out 
ſome Creature-refuge rather than have recourſe to God for any ſupply of 
our ncce{lities, Doth not he ſlight his fathers care that will not ſeek to him 
in his diſtreſs? This was Aſah's Sin, 2 Chron. 16. 12. in his diſeaſe he ſought 
not to the Lord, but to the Phyſicians. The Jews think, that one reaſon why 
Fojeph continued two years in Priſon, was his confiding too much upon the 
Butler's remembrance of him, and intereſt for his deliverance, which they 
ground upon the requeſt he makes to him, Ger. 40. 14: but think on me 
when it ſhall be well with thee, and ſhew kindneſs to me, and make mention of 
me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houſe. T muit confeſs the expret- 
' fions are very urgent, being ſo often repeated, and ſeems to carry a greater 
confidence at preſent in the arm of, fleſh, than in God. We do nor read 
that Joſeph prayed ſo earneſtly to God, though no doubt but being a good 
man he did : Methinks the ſetting down his requeſt with that repetition in 
the Scripture, ſeems to intimate a probability of the Jews conceit, Or 
alſo whea we do ſcck to him, but it is out of a genera] belief of his 
Providence and ſufficiency, not out of an aftuate dconſideration, or 
when we feek to him with colder affeftions than we ſeek to Creatures, — 
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if vve did half deſpairof his ability or vvill to help us: as vvhen a man thinks to 
get learning by the ſagacity of his ovvn vvit,his indefatigable induſtry, and never 
defires vvith any ardent affetionthe bleſſing of God upon his endeavours, When 
we lean to our own Wiſdom, we diſtruſt the Providence of God, Pry, 3. 5. 
Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own undeſtanding. 
Truſt in God, and leaning to our own Wiſdom, are oppoſed to one another 
as inconſiſtent 5 or when a man hath ſome great concern, ſuppoſe a ſuit at Law, 
to think to carry his cauſe by the favonr of friends, the help of his money, 
the eloquence of his Advocate, and never intereſt God in his buſineſs: This is 
not to acknowledge God in thy ways, which 1s the command, Pro. 6. In all thy 
ways acknowledg him z as though our works were not in the hand of Ged, 
Eccleſ. 9. 1. This is to take them out of God's hand, and put them into the 
hands of men. To truſt in our wealth, it is to make God a dead and a 
ſtupid God, and diſown his Providence in the beſtowiug it upon us. The 
Apoſile ſeems to intimate this in the opplition which he makes between wncer- 

* 1 Tim. 6, 17. tain riches, and the lrving God*, Theſe and many more aCtions ſuitable to 

them, are virtual. denials of God's ſuperintendency , as though God had Icft 
off the Government of the World, to the wits, or rather follies of men, 
Theſe are to magnifie the things we ſeek to, above God, as the chicf Au- * 
thors of all our good. *'Tis to imagine him lefs careful than man, more in- 
ſufficient than man. *Tis a departure froma full fountain to a ſhallow {tream; 
not to defire Gods afli.tance, 1s either from ſome check of conſcience thar 
our buſineſs is (inful, that we dare not intereſt him in it, or a diſowning 
God's care, as if we conld hide our counſels from him, (Ia. 29. 15. Wo un- 
to them that ſeek deep to hide their Counſel from the Lord , and they ſay, who 
ſceth us, and who knoweth us? ) and bring our bulinels to paſs betore he 
ſhall know of ir; At leaſt it is a (lighting God's government, ſince we will 
not engage God by prayer in the exerciſe of it on our behalf, and diſdain 
to acquaint him with our concerns. 'Tis a refleFion upon God's wildom 
to do fo, which the Prophet mentions with a wo, [ſ2.31. 1,2. IVo unto then 
that go d-wn to Egypt for help, but they look, not to the holy one of 1jrael, yet 
he alſo is wiſe, It 1s a diſparagement to God's Providential wiſdom, not to 
look to him in our concerns, yea, and of his righteouſnels too, they look mot 
to the holy One of iſrael. la this they neither regard his holineſs, nor his 
wiſdom. When we conſult not with him upon emergent occafions, we truſt 
more to our own Wiſdom, Counſel and Suffciency, than to God's ; and ſet up 
our ſelves as our own Lords, and independent upon him, as though we could 
manage things according to our pleaſure. k 

4. When upon the receiving any good, they make more grateful acknowledgment 
to the inſtruments, than to God the principal Author of it. As if God had no 
hand in beſtowing thoſe bl-{{1 gs upon them, as if the inſtruments had dif 
policfſed God of his governing-Providence , and engroſt it in their own hands. 
This men are guilty of when they aſcribe their Wealrh to their own wit and for- 
tune, their health to their own care, or the Phiſician's skill; their learning 
to their own induſtry, their proſperity to their frien:ls or merits. When 
men thus return their thank-offering to ſecond cauſes, and aſcribe tothem what is 
due to God, they give the glory of his Providence to a miſerable Crea- 
ture. Thus was the fooliſh boaſting of the Aſſyrian, 1/2 10. 13, 14. By the ſtrength 
of my hand 1 have done this , and by my wiſdom: for I am prudent, for I have 
removed the bounds of the Feople , &c. Belſhazzar's offence alſo, Day. g. 23. 
Thou haſt lified up thy ſelf againit the Lord of Heaven, and praiſed the gods 
of ſilver, as though they were the authors of all thy greatneſs : fo* Hab. 
I. 16. they ſacrifice to their net, and burn incenſe to their drag, becauſe by them 
their portion 3s jat. Alluding to thole that then worſhipped their warlike weapons, 
and the tools wherebv they had got their wealth, in the place of God, as the 

*Donghr Heathen uſed ro do *. How baſe a uſage is this of God to rifle him of all 


AMD . his glory, and beſtow it upon the unvvorthieſt inſtruments, inanimate Crea- 
192 tures ? *Tis as high Idolatay as that of the Heathens, in as much as it is a 


ſtripping Ged of the glory of his Providential care, though the object to 
vvhich 
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which we diref our acknowledgments, is not ſo mean as their's which 
But 1s it not the ſame injury to aperſon to rifle 
him of his goods to beſtow it upon a begger, as to pive it to a Prince? 
'Tis a depriving a man of his right : Yet, is not this ordinary ! Do not men 
aſcribe more to the Phyſician that ſaves an eye in danger of being loſt by 


was a ſtock or ſtone. 


a defluxion, than to God who hath given them both with the enjoyment 
of the light of the Sun; yea more to the Medicine, than to that God,who 
hath a witneſs of his Deity in every Drug? 'Tis as if the kindneſs a Prince 
(hews to his Subjects ſhould be attributed to a Scullion in his Kitchin rather 
than to himſelf. This is to be-ly God and ſay it is not he: *'Tis applicable 
to the caſe of mercies as well as afflictions and judgments, of which it is 
properly meant. And this contempt is the greater by how much the greater 
mercy we have received in a way of Providence, Hoſ- 2. 8, ſhe did not know 
that Igave her Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, and multiplyed her Silver ard Gold, 
which they prepared for Baal. She that had moſt realon to know, becauſe 
ſhe had enjoyed ſo much, ſhe that had experience how by a ſtrong and 
mighty hand I brought her out of Zgypt 1nto the Land now poſſeſſed by 
her. She would not know that I gave her thoſe good things ſhe prepared 


- for. Baal. It would be anatural conſequence from this Scripture, that thoſe 


that employ the good things they enjoy upon their laſts, do deny the Pro- 
vidential goodneſs of God in their poſlefſion and enjoyment of them, becauſe 
they prepare God's goodaeſs for their ſinful pleaſures, as though their own 
Juſts had becn the Authors of them; and alſo their inſtruments, that receive 
too high and flattering thanks of this nature, are much like Herod, that 
tickled himielf with the Peoples applauſe, tnat his voice was the voice of 
God and not of man, | | 

5. When we uſe indirect conrſes, and diſ-honeſt waies to gain wealth or 
honour. This is to leave God, to ſeek relief at Hells gates, avd adore the 
Devil's Providence above God's : When God doth not anſwer us, like Sau! 
we will go to the witch of Endor, and have our ends by. Hell when Heaven 
refuſeth us. 'Tis acovenanting with the Devil, and ſtriking up a bargiin 
and agreement with Hell, and acknowledging Satan to be the Cod of the 
World. No man will doubt but in expreſs Covenants with the Devil, as 
Witches and Conjurers are reported to make, that the Devil ſhall give them 
ſuch knowledge, ſuch wealth, or bring them to ſuch honour z *tis rio doubt, 
I fay, but ſuch do acknowledge the Devil the God of the world, becauſe 
they agree by articles to have thoſe things conferred upon them by Satan, 
which are only in the power of God abſolutely to promiſe or beſtow, S9 
when a man Will commit Sin. to gain the ends of his ambition or cove- 
touſneſs, does he not implicitely covenant with the Devil who is the head 
of ſinners, and ſet up his fia in the place of God, becauſe he hopes to 
attain thoſe things by finaſul means which are only in the hand of God, and 
on whom he only can have adependance ? This 1s the Divil's defign out 
of an enmity to Providence. 
thercby to put him upon a diſtruſt of his Father's care of him, at. 4. 3. 
Command that theſe ſtones be made Bread, as though God would not pro- 
vide for him ; which deſign of the Devil is manite(t by our Saviour's anſwer. 
This is to proſtitute Providence to our own Juſts, and to pull it downfrom 
the Government of the World, to be a Lacky to our ftafull pleaſure to uſe 
means which God doth prohibit, 1s to ſet up Hell to govern us, ftnce God 
will not govern our affairs in antwer to our greedy defires. 'Tis to endea- 
vour that by God's curſe which we ſhould only expect by God's blefling 
For when God hath forbid ſinful waies, ſeverely threatned them, perhaps 
curſed them in Examples before our eyes, whar is it but to ſay, that we 
will rather believe God's curſe will further us than his bleſting ? *Tis to dil- 
parage his blcfling, and prefer his curſe, to flight his wiſdom and adore cur 
folly. 4 When we go out of God's way, we go out of God's protection,we 
have no Charter for the bleſſing of providence without that condition, P/a/. 
37. 3. truſt in the Lord, and do $004, ſo ſhalt thon dwell in the Land, and 


verily 


* Amirant de 
les religions. 
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He tempted Chriſt to be his own Carver, 
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verily thou ſhalt be fed, to do evil then is not to truſt in God, or have any regard 
to his Provideatial care. 

6. When we diſdruſt God when there is no viſtble means. A diſtruſt of God 
renders him impotent, or falſe and mutable, or cruel and regardleſs, and what 
not 2 We dctra&t from his power, as if it depended upon Creatures, or that 
he were like an Artificer that could not a& without his Tools : As if God were 
tyed to means, and were becholding to Creatures for his operating power; as if 
that God whocreated the World without joſtruments,could not providentially 
apply himſclf to our particular exigencies without the help of ſome of his Crea- 
tures. If he cannot work without this or that means you did expc& your mercy 
by. It ſupoſeth that God hath made the Creature greater then himſelf, and 
more neceſlary to thy well-being, than himſelf is; or elſe we conceit him fal(e 
or foolilh, as if he had undertaken a task of government too hard for him 
as if he were grown weary of his labour, and muſt have ſome time to recruit 
his ſtrength, or as if he were unfaithful, not walking by rules of unerring good- 
neſs ; or if we acknowledge him wiſe and able and faithful, yet it mult then 
be a denyal of his gracious tenderneſs, which 1s as great as his power and wiſ. 
dom, and a perfection equal with any of the reſt, If his caring for us be a 
principal argument to move us to calt our care upon him, as it is, 1 Pet. 5. 
7. caſting all your care upon hinz, for he careth for you: Then if we caſt not our 
care upon him, it is a denial of his gracious care of us, this is to imagine him a 
tenderer governour of beaſts than men, as though our Saviour had ſpoke a 
palpable untruth, when he told us, not an hairof our heads doth fall without 
' his leave; as if he regarded Sparrows only, and not his Children; or elſe it 
implies that God cannot mind us in a crowd of buſineſs in ſuch multitudes in the 
World, which he hath to take care of. But certainly, as the multitude of things 
doth not hinder his knowledge of them, ſo neither do they hinder his care. 
The arms of his goodneſs are as large to embrace all Creatures, as the eyes of 
his omniſcience are to behold them. From this root do all our fears of the 
power of men grow, Iſz. 51. 12, 13. who art tho! that art afraid of a man that 
ſhall dye, &c. ard forgettest the Lord thy Maker, that hath ftretched forth the 
Heavens, &c. our forgetfulneſs at leaſt, if not a ſecret denial of God's power 
in the works of Creation and Providence, uſhers in diſtruſt of him, and that 
introduceth a fear of man- If they that know his name, will put thcir cruſt 
in him, P/al. 9. 10. for thou, Lord, haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee ;, Thea 
a diſtruſt of him diſcovers an ignorance and inconfideration of his name and 
his wates of working, and implies his forſaking of his Creature, He that tru'ts 
in any thing elſe belides God, denies all the powerful operations of God. and 
conceives him not a ſtrength ſufficient for him, Pſa/ 52. 7. that man doth not 
maleGod his trength, who truſts in the abundance of bis riches. How grols is it 
not to truſt God under the very lence of his powerful goodneſs, but queſtion 
whether he can or will do this or that for us? When we will have jealoulics 
of him when he doth compaſs us round about with mercy, and encircle us 
with his beams, *ds to queſtion whether the Summer Sun will warm me, 
though it ſhine direFly upon me, and I feel the vigor of its beams upon my 
Body : much more baſe is this, then to diltruſt him when we have no means - 
What doth this imply, but that he cares not what becomes of his Children, 
that no advantage can be expected from him, that his intentions towards us arc 
not graciouseven whiles we feel him 2? 

7. Stoutneſs under God s affiiting or merciful hand, is a denal or contempt of 
| rovidence. This was the aggravation of Belſhazzars Sin, Dar. 5. 23. andthe 
God in whoſe hand thy breath is, and whoſe are all thy waies, haſt thou not glo- 
rified 5 he glorified not Gad in the way of his providence, but was playing 
the Epicure, and was facrilegiouſly quafting in the veſicls of the Temple when 
the City was beſieged 3 he ſeemed to dare the providence of God upon a pre- 
ſumption that the City was impregaable by reaſon of Exphrates, and the pro- 
viſion they had withia their walls, which, Xexophon ſaith, was enough for T wen- 
ty years, y<t was taken that night when the hand-writing was. And by how 


much God's judgments have been more viſible to us, and upon oy well 
nown 
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cating his government of the World, and yet went in the ſame ſteps, ſo Jer. 5. 3, 
4- thou haſt conſumed them, but they have refuſed to receive corretion, they have 
made their faces harder then a rock: what is the reaſon ? the Prophet renders it, 
V. 4. they are fooliſh, for they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgment 
of their God. CorreQion calls for ſubmiſtion, but thoſe like a Rock under 
God's hand, were corre&ion-proof, they would not conſider the ways of God's 
Providence, and the manner of them 3 'tis as if by our peeviſhneſs we would 
make God weary of afflicting us, which is the worſt caſe can happen. This is 
God's complaint of the ten Tribes, Hoſ. 7. 9. gray hairs are upon them, and 
they know it not, ſtrangers have devoured his Strength, &c. there was a con- 
ſumption of their ſtrength, the 4ſyrians and Egyptians to whom they gave 
gitts, had drained their treaſure, but they would not conſider God as the Author, 
or acknowledge whence their miſery came, they would not ſeek God for all this, 
v. iO. *Tis like a mans picking a pocket, or cutting a Throat under the Gal- 


known by us, or related to us, ſo much the greater 1s the contempt of his pro- 
vidential government, as v. 22. and thou his Son Belſhazzar haſt not humbled ' 
thy beart, though thou knewest all this, &c. he had known God's judgments 
upon his Grandfather Nebuckadnezzar, a Domeſtick example of God's vindi- 


lows in contempt of Juſtice*z whereas good men are both affected with, and * genki, 


remember God's judgments. -Eber called his Son Peleg, diviſion, becauſe in his 
daics the Earth was divided, that in the dayly ſight of the Sun he might re- 
member that ſharp Providence.in ſcattering of the Babel builders. Judgments 
atiect us when they are before our eyes, as the Thunder and Plagucs did Pharaoh; 
but when they are removed, men retura to their beloved ways, as tho God 
had thot a way all his arrows, and was departed, to mind them no more. Take 
heed of this, 'tis 2 fin highly provoking: God is fo tender that his Providence 
ſhould be minded and improved, that a fin of this nature he follows with his 
_ diſpleaſure in this life at leaſt, 7ſa, 22. 12, 13. And in that day did the Lord 
God of Hoſts call to weeping and mourning, and behold joy, and gladneſs, eating 
Fl:ſh, and drinking Wine, let us eat and drink, for to morrow we ſhall die. When 
Ged inany judgment {news himſelf to be Lord God of Hoſts, and calls us to 
weeping, and we behave our ſelves jollily zjn ſpight of his government, it is 
a {in he will remember, and bind the guilt upon us, v. 14. and it was revealed 
in my Ears by the Lord of Hoſts, ſurely this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you 
till ;on die. 

&. Envy alſ» is a denial of Providence, To be fad at the temporal good, or 
the gifts of another, as counting him unworthy of them, it is a reflection upon 
the Author of thoſe gifts, an acculing providence of an unjuſt or unwiſe di- 
ſtribution *. Since God may do what he will with his own ; if our eye be 
Evil, becauſe God is good, we intrench upon his Liberty, and deny him the 


'Tis atemper we are all ſubject to, Pſal. 37.1. Fret not thy ſelſ becauſe of evil 
doers, neither be thou envious agairſt the workers of iniquity. 'Tis peculiarly 
the product of ſelt-love, which atiedqs the principality in the World, and par- 
ticularly atiects the conduct of God in diſtributing his goods, that he mult not 
give but to whom they pleaſe. It arifeth indeed from a ſence of our wants 5 but 
the language of it ie, God is unjult in his Providence to me, becauſe he be- 
ſtows not upon me that good which he gives to another. 'Tis ſuch a fin that 
it ſcems to be a companion of ovr firſt parents pride, which was the cauſe of 
their fall. They envied God a felicity by himſelt,for they would be like him, they 
would be as Gads. Hence prehaps,the Jews ſay Cain denied the Providence of God, 
as envying his Brother, becauſe God accepted Abel's ſacrifice and not his. J-24b's 
paſſion aroſe from this pride,for fear he ſhould be accounted a falſe Prophet, where- 
upon he envies God the glory of his mercy,and the poor Ninivites the advantag? 
of it, ke wou'd have God conform the way of his Providence to his pleaſure an 
reputation. Indeed it is to envy God the honour of his Providence inthole gitrs 
or guod things another pofleſſes, whereby he is inſtrumental to gloritie God and 
advantage others. Thus we would direct God what ialtraments he ſhould employ, 
when no Artiticer in his own Art would endure to be directed by any ignorant 
perſon what tools he ſhould uſe in his work, F 2 9. 1m4- 


* Cajetan 
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diſpoſal of his own goods, as if God were but our Steward, and we his Lords. 28. 
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0. Impatience under croſs providences is @ denial and contempt 
LRnT Men quarrel with God's revealed will, and ren = 
that they quarrel with his providential will ; whereby we deny him his right 
of governing, and (light his aQtual exerciſe of his right. As if God were - 
" countable to us for his diſpenſations, and muſt have only a reſpect to us or our 
humor in his government, Job 18. 4. he tears bimſelf in his anger, ſhall the 
Earth be forſaken for thee £ and ſhall the rock be removed out of his plate? 
Muſt God alter the ſcene of his affairs according to our model and platform? 
and becauſe he do:h not obſerve our rules and methods, muſt we tear our 
ſelves in anger 2 Thisis a ſecret curling of God, and flying in his face. when 
we ſec providence ſo croſs, that there ſeems to be no help at any time either 
in Heaven or Earth, 7ſe. 8. 21, 22. they ſhall fret themſelves and curſe their Kin 
an their Go1, and look mpwards, and they ſhall look unto the Earth, and betol 
trouble and darkneſs. Take heed of fretting at God's managemear of things in 
the world, or thy own particular concerns; this may lead to a curling of God 
and is indeedan nnitial ſecret (welling againſt him, and curling of him. Man ig 
anbicious to become a God. Adam's polterity have in one ſort or other imi- 
tated him. This | 

1, Is a wrong to the Sou2raignty of Providence. 'T was a good admonition of 
Luther's to Mel anon when he was troubled much about the affairs of the Church 
monendus eſt Philippus at deſinat eſſe reFor mundi. By this temper we uſurp God's 
place, and {et our fclves in his Throne, we invade his fupremacy by deſiring 
every thing to be at our beck, and are diſpleaſed with him, becauſe he doth 
not put the reins of the worlds government into our hands. As if we would 
command his will, and become his Soveraigns. 'Tis a ſtriving with our maker 
for the ſaperintendency, when we will fit Judge upon him, or .cenſure his a&ts 
and preſume to direct him: 1/2. 45. 9. Wo to him that ſtrives with his Maier, 
ſhall the clay ſay to him that faſhions it, what makeſt thou? or thy work, He bath 
no hands? How do men ſummon God to the bar of their intereſt, and expoltyu- 
late with him about his works, why he did not order them thus and thus ; and 
if he doth ſo, to tell him he hath no hand, no hand of Providence in the Wartd? 
The deſign of that place is to ſtop ſuch peeviſhneſs and invaſions of God's 
right 3 I will not have my Soveraign Will diſputed, asif I were but the Creatures 
Servant; I am content you ſhould ask of me thirgs to come, v. 11. and pray to 
me, but notwith{tanding yet to ſubmit ro my pleature without a peeviſh endea- 
vouring tO wrelt the Soveraigaty out of my hand, and pull the Crown from 
my hcad, 

H Tis a wrong to the coodneſs and righteouſneſs if Providence. *Tis acharg- 
ing God with 111 management, and an implicit language, that if we were thc 
Commanders of Providence, things ſhould be managed more juſtly and righ- 
teouſly x as it was Abſalow's pretence 1n wiſhing to be the King of 7/rae/ in 
David's ſtead, 2 Sam. 15- 4. If patience be a giving God the honour of his 
rightcouſacl; in his judgments, Pſal. 119. 75.1 know, O Lord, that thy Judgments 
are richt, and that thou in faithfulneſs haſt affiifed me. Impatience muſt bc 
a charge again(t God for unrighteouſneſs in his judicial proceedings, and a ſay- 
ing the way of the Lord is not equa!, Ezek. 1B. 25. 'Tis implied in that com- 
plaint, Iſa. 58. 2, 3. They ash of me the ordinances of Juſtice, &c. wherefore 
have we faited aud thou ſeeſt not ? wherefore have we afflicted our Souls, and theu 
takef# no knowledge £ We demand juſtice of thee, fince thou doſt not ſeem to 
do that which is fit and righteous, 1n not regarding us in our ſuits, and not be- 
{towing that which we have falted for. God governs the World according 
to his will. our murmuring implies that God's will is not the rule of righte- 
ouſne, We affront the care of God towards his Creatures, as if the products 
of our ſhallow reaſons were more beautiful and ju(t than God's contrivances 
for us, who hath higher and more glorious ends ia every thing, both for our 
{-Ives and thz World, of which we are members, and for his own Glory, to 
which we ought to ſubject our ſelves, when perhaps our projets tend imme-« 
diately to gratifie ſome ſenſual or ſpiritual luſt in us. *Tis the commendation 


the Holy Ghoſt gives of Job, Job. 1.22. in all this Job [ 1med not, neither 


charged 
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charged God fooliſhly, as a Character peculiar to him, implying that moſt men 
in the World do, upon any emergency, charge God with their croſſes, as 
dealing unjuſtly with thery, in jnflicting puniſhment when they think they have 
deſerved rewards : Jeremzah is not innocent 1n this caſe, Jerem. 20. 7. 0 Lord, 
thou ha$t deceived me, and I was deceived, in the ill ſucceſs of his prophecy, as 
though an immenſe goodneſs would, and a Soveraign power needed to deal in 
a fraudulent way with his creatures to bring his ends about. 

3.'Tis awrorg to the wiſdom of Providence. Wc would degrade his Omnilci. 
ence and Wiidom, and iway him by our fooliſh and purblind diQates  *tis as 
if we would inſtru him better inthe management of the World, and direct 
him to a rctormation of his methods, Job 40. 2. ſhall he that contends with 
the Almighty, inſiru@ him £ He that reproves God, let hize anſwer it: Tis are- 
proving God, and reproots imply agreater authority, or righteouſneſs, or wit- 
dom in the perſon reproving ; we reprove God as if God ſhould have con- 
ſulted with us, and asked our advice; *ts to take upon us to be God's coun- 
{cllors, and to conclude the only wiſe God by our imperfe& reaſon, Rom. 11. 
34. Who hath been his Connſell:y ? "Tis a ſecret boaſting of ſome excelleacy in 
our | |ves, as if God did not govern well, or we could govern better : Shall 
a hilly paſſenger, that underſtands not the uſe of the compals, be angry. that 
that the sk:i]ful Pilot will not ſteer the Veſlel according to his pleaſure 2 Muſt 
we give out our orders to God, as though the Counſels of infiaite wiſdom muſt 
roul about accordiag to the conceits of our fancy? Is not the language of our 
hearts in our fits of impatience, as prodigiouſly proud againſt God's Pros 
vidence as the Speech of that monſter was againſt the creation, who ſaid if 
he had been by God at the Creation of the World, he could have directed him 
to abctter platform £ all this and much more is vertually in this fin of im- 
Patience. 

10. 1n charging o'r ſins and miſcarriages by them, upon Providence, in this we 
contemn it, coine think Caiz doth fo, Gen. 4. 9. am I my Brother's heeper ? 
Thou art the keeper and governor of the World, why didſt thou not hinder 
me from killing my Brother 2? *Tis certain the firſt man did fo, Ger. 3. 12. the 
woman thou gaveit tobe with me, fhe gave me of the tree; thy gift is the cauſe of 
my fin and ruine. *Tis as certain David+laid the Sin of Uriahb's murder at the 
door of Providence, 1 Sazz. 11. 25. When he heard that Urieh was dead, the 
ſw rd, ſaith 'e, devours one as well asan ther. Man conjures up trouble to him- 
{c1t, wiicn by his folly he brings himſelt into (in, and from thence to miſery,and 
then his heart frets og 1inſt ike Lord, aud layes the blame both of his ſin and fol- 
lowing milchiets upon him. Pro. 19. 3.the fooliſhneſs of man perverts kis way, 
and his heart frets againſt the Lord. There are many other wayes wherein 
we Jeny or flight Providence. 

1. When we do things with areſþc& to the pleaſure of men, more than of God. As 
though God were carelefs both ot himfelf and his own honour, and regarded 
not the priactples and endsof our aCtions. 

2. In v4in boaſting and vauntivg of our ſelves. As Benhadad would have ſuch 
a muiritude of mca 10 his army as that there ſhould not be duſt enough in &4- 
214ri: to afford every man a handful; * wherein he (waggers with God, and 
Va'ints as it he were the Governor of the World ; yet this man with his riume- 
rou- Hoſt was routed by a troop of Lacquies, v. 15, 20. they are called the 
young men of the Princes ; ſuch is the folly of men againſt the orders of Gad, 
when they beaſt in their hearts that their houſe ſhall continue for ever *, 

3- Oppreiſivn. They ſlay the fatherleſs, and ſay, the God of Jacob [hall ot re 
gard it *, Their denial of Providence was the cauſe of their oppreſſion of the 
poor, and where this is found in any, it isan argument it ariſeth principally from 
a like cauſe; this is alſo made the cauſe why they eat . up God's people as they 
cat bread *, 

4. Miſinterpretations of Providence. 

Such curted - jealoufies had the Jews of God. Numb. 14. 3. and wherefore 
hath the Lird brought us into this Lind to fall by the ſword? were it not better for 


ws to return into Egypt £ As though God in that mighty deliverance had __ 
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them with a deſign to deſtroy them in the wilderneſs, when one of thoſe 
plagues poured out upon Pharaoh being turned upon their heads, had deſtroyed 
them in Fgypt. So fooliſh are they to think that God would ruine them upon 
dry Land, who might have drowned them as well as their enemies in the Red 
Sea: fo unreaſonable is man in his diſputes againſt God. 

5. In limiting providence. In bounding it to time, manner, and other cir. 
cumſtances, as they did, Pſal. 78. 41. they limited the holy one of Iſrael, for they 
remembred not his hand. As though God muſt manage every thing according 
tothe will of aſimple Creature. It was a forgetfulneſs of Providence, at lea(t 
that was the cauſe of it. : 

The Second Uſe is of Comfort. As the juſtice and righteouſneſs of God is 
the higheſt comfort to a good man, fince the Evangelical diſpenſation : In that 
he hath to deal with a righteous God, who can as foon deny himſelf as his 
righteouſacls. So it 1s none of the meaneſt comforts, that we acknowledge and 
worſhip that God, who exercileth himſelfin a conſtant government of the World, 
and leaves not any thing to the capriciouſneſs of that which we call fortune 
and chance. What ſatisfaction can any man in his ſober wits have to live in 
a World caſt off from all care of the Creator of it > Wiſdom without Proyi- 
dence wculd make any man mad, and the greateſt advantage would be to be 
a (tupid and ſenſleſs fool : Can there be any worſe News told to men than this, 
that let them be as religious as they will, there 1s no eye above takes notice of 
it 2 What can be bitterer to arational man than that God ſhould be careleſ; 
of the World 2 What a dour would be opened by it for all (in in the wicked, 
and deſptir in the godly ; Tis as great a matter of joy to the godly, that God 
reigns—As it is of terror to the wicked, Pſal. 97.1. The Lord reigns, let the 
Earth rejoice, Pſal. 99. 1. The Lord reigns, let the people tremble. 

'Tis acomfort, Thar, 

1. Man is a ſpecial obje@ of Providence. God provides for all Creatures, 
even thoſe that are the works of his hands, much more for man, who is more 


peculiarly the work of his head, in whoſe Creation he took Counſel, Gez. 1.' 


26. let us make man in our Image, after our likeneſs. The work of his heart in 
being made according to his Image, and intended as a ſubordinate end of his 
whole Creation next to the principal, that of God's Glory, he is the preſerver 
of man and beaſt : of man principally, of beaſts in ſubſerviency to mans good, 
and preſervation. 

2. Holy men, a more ſpecial objef of it. God preſerves and provides for all 
things, and all perſons : But his eye 1s more peculiarly fixed upon thoſe that 
fear him. Pſal. 33. 18. behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear him, upon 
them that hope in his mercy, 1o fixed, as if he had no regard to any thing elſe. It 
God hath acare of man created after his own Image, tho his Image be depra- 
ved, much more of thoſe wherein his Image is reſtored. It God loves himſelf, 
he loves his Image and his works. A man loves the works which he hath made 
of ſome external matter, much more doth a Father love his Son, much more 
doth God love his own, and therefore will work their go0d, and diſpoſe of 
them well. God exerciſcth a ſpecial Providence over the actions of a good 
ma2, as well as his perſon, Pſal- 37. 23. the fteps of a geod man are ordered by 
the Lord, and he delighteth in his wayes ; "tis a ſpecial, becauſe a delightful 
Providence, he delights in his way ; how highly may 1t cheer a man to be in 
covenant with that God, which rules the World, and hath all things at his beck, 
to be under not only the care of his wiſdom, but of his goodneſs? The Gover- 
nour of the Warld, being ſuch an only friend, will do him no hurt, being ſuch 
an only Father will order all things to his good out of a Fatherly affeCtion; 
he is the Worlds Soveraign, but a good mans Father : He rules the Heavens and 
the Earth, but he loves his holy ones. Other things are the objeCts of his Pro» 
vidence, and a good man is the end of it. For, his eyes run to and fro through- 
out the whole Earth, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong for him whoſe heart is perfed to- 
ward hin. 


3. Hence 
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3. Hence it will follow, that the Spirits of good men have ſufficient grounds 
to bear up in their innocent ſufferings and ſtorms in the WorldzInnocent ſufferings, 
There is arighteaus Governor, who orders all,and will reward them for their pains, 
as wcll as their ſervice, Heb. 6: 10. for God is not unrighteour to forget your 
work and labour of lcve ; there is one that preſides in the World, who ſees all 
their calamities, and canuot be miltaken in their cauſe, who hath as much 
power and wiſdom, as will to help them. It would be an affliction indeed, if 
there were no ſaveraign power to whom they might make their moan in their } 
diſtreſs, to whom they might eaſe their conſciences, if there were no Governer 
to whom they might offer up their petitions. 

In the ſi.rms they meet with in the world. How doth the preſence of a skil- 
ful Pilot in a weather-beaten $hip cheer .the hearts of the fearful Paſlengers ? 
What adread would it be to them to have the veſlel wherein their lives and 
all are concerned, left to the fury of Winds and Waves, without an able hand 
to manage it ? God hath a bridle to check the paſſions of men, to marſhalthem 
according to his pleaiure : they are all but his inſtruments 1n the government, 
not the Lords of it: God can lay a Plot with more wiſdom for a good manz 
laiety, than the Enemy can for his deſtruction; he can countermine their 
Plots with more power than they can execute them; he can out-wit their craft, 
over-power their {trength, and turn their deſigned cruelty againlt them, as a 
knife into their own breaſts, | 

4. Hence follows a certain ſecurity againſt a good mans want, If God take 
care of the hairs, the ornamental ſapertluities, why ſhould we doubt his care of 
Gur ncceilary ſupply 2 If he be the gardian of our hairs which fall oft with- 
cut our ſence of their departure, ſh2l] he be careleſs of us when we are at a pinch 
for our all? Will Golreach out his care to Beaſts, and deny it to his Children? 
VWiat would you judge of that Father, who ſhould feed his S:rvants and ſtarve 
his Sons? He ſupplics his Enemies, and hath he ao bowels for his Friends ? 
The very unjuſt as well as the juſt are enlightened by his Sun, and tefreſht 
by tis rain, and (hall he not have a Providence for thoſe that have a ſpecial 
interelt in that Viediator, whole interpoſition kept up thoſe ſtanding mercies 
attcr our forfeiture of them by fin? If he bleſs with thoſe bleſlings, thoſe 
who are the obj<(ts of his curſe, will he not bleſs thoſe that are 1n his ſpe- 
cial tavour withthem, ſo far as they may prove bleſſings to them ? P/al. 34. 
10. the yoing lions do lick and ſuffer hunger, but they that ſeek the Lord, ſhall 
r.0t want a"; good thing, v. 9. for there is no want to then thit fear him. A good 
mana {hall have what he needs, not alvwates what he thinks he needs. Provi- 
dence intends the ſupply of our neccſkities, not of our deſires ; he will ſatisfie 
our wants, but not our wantonneſs. When a thing is not needtul, a man cannot 
properly be fail to want it 3 when it 1s needfu}, a good man ſhall not be with- 
Out it; What is not beſtowed upon us, may not be ſo beautiful at that time 

hereia we deſire it, for every thing is beautiful in its ſeaſon*. He that did « ,.,,r.., 
not want Goge's kindneſs to renew him, ſhall never want God's kindneſs to ſupply er 
him; his h2nd ſtall not be wanting to give, where his heart hath been fo 
large in working. Others live that have an intereſt only in common Provt- 
dence, but gozd men have Providence cabineted in a promiſe, and aflured 
to them by 2 deed of covenant-conveyance; he was a provider before, he bath 
made himſelf zow your Debtor. You might Pray for his providential care, 
before, with a common faith, now with a more ſpecial expoſtulation : For in 
his promiſe ke hath given a good man the key of the Cheſt of his Providence, 
becauſe it is the promiſe of this life and that which is to come *; of this life * i Tim. 4. 5. 
not to our dc-iires, bat neceſlicies5 of the life to come to both, wherein they 
ſhall have whatſoever they can want, and whatſoever they candelire. 

Again conliider, God doth exerciſe amore ſpecial Providence over men, as 
cloathed wit! miſerable circumſtances, and therefore among his other Titles, 
this is one, 'to be a helper of the Fatherlef *. *Tis the argument the Church * 7/%. :o. 14. 
uſed to expreſs her return to God, Hoſe 14. 3: for in thee thefutherleſs find mer- 
cy. Now what greater comfort is there than this, that there is one preſides in 
the World, who is ſo wiſe he cannot be miſtaken, ſo faithfnl he cannot de- 
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ceive, ſo pitiful he cannot neglet his people 5 and ſo powerful, that he can 
make ſtones even to be turacd into bread, if he pleaſe ? 

Further, take this for a comfortable conſideration, 

God doth nit govern the World only by his will as an abſolute Monarch, byt by 
his wiſlom and goodneſs as a tender Father. *'Tis not his greateſt pleaſure to 
ſhew his Soveraign power, or his unconceivable wiſdom, but his immenſe good. 
neſs, to which he makes the other attributes ſubſervieart. What was God's end 
in creating, is his end in governing, which was the communication and diffulion 
of his goodneſs; we may be ſure from hence, that God will do nothing but for 
the beſt, his wiſdom appointing it with the higheſt reaſon, and his goodneſs 
ordering it to the moſt gracious end ; and becauſe he is the higheſt good, he 
doth not only will good, but the beſt good in every thing he acts. 

What greater comfort can there be, than that we are under the care of an 
infallible unwearied and righteous Governor # infallible becauſe of his jafinite 
wiſdom, unwearied becauſe of his incomprehenſible omnipotency, and righ- 
teous becauſe of his unbounded goodneſs and holineſs. 

3. Ve of Exhortation. 

The dnties ariling from hence, will run as a thread through the web of 
our Whole lives, and all the motions of them. This doctrine hath an influence 
upon our whole courſe, there is nothing we meet with, but is an aCt of Pro- 
vidence ; and there is no 2& of Providence, bur calls for ſome particular duty. 
Is there any good we want, we muſt ſeek it at his hands, we mult depend upon 
him for it, we muſt preſcribe no methods to him, but leave the conduct of it to 
his owa wiſdom. I: it a croſs Providence, and contrary-to our deſires and ex- 
peCtations? Murmur not at it. Is it afflitive and troubleſom? Submit to it : 


* IL it either good or bad, and preſent, we muſt (tudy to underſtand it: Is it 


agood, and preſent ? give God the Glory of it. 
1. Seek every thing you need at the hands of God. *T18 not only the $kilfu!. 


: neſs of the Pilot, but a favourable gale from Heaven, which mult condut the 


Ship to the intended port. As his Providence is the foundation, fo it is the en- 
couragement of all prayer. Theend of the Lords prayer is, for thine is the 


- Kingdom, the power and the Glory: the providential Kingdom bclongs to God, 
- Power he hath to manage it, and his Glory is the endot all ; ſeek to him there- 


fore for the exerciſe of his power in thy concerns, and for his direCting them 
to his glery in his providential adminiſtrations. Every one of our daics, and 
both the mercy and the miſery of them depend upon him, Pro. 27. I. thou 
knoweit not what a day miy bring forth, but God foreſees all events; have re- 


- courſe th:refore to his care for every dayes ſucceſs ; what are our contrivances 


withoue the lezve and bleſſing of Providence ? Like the bubbles blown up 
from a nut-ſhell, cafily broken by the next putt Our labour will be as fruitleſs as 
Peter's with all his toyl, and catch nothing, till God ſpeaks the word, and ſends 
the fiſh into our net *. The way of maa is not in himſcit *. 0 Lord, 7 know 
that the way of man is not in himſelf, it is nit in man that walk's to dired his 
ſleps. Dangers are not withia the reach of oureye to forelee, nor within the 
compaſs of our power to prevent. Humane prudence may lay the platform, 
and God's power blaſt the exccution, when it ſeems to be grown up neareſt to 
maturity. Hezekiah was happy 1n his atlairs, becauſe he was alliſted by God; 
4baz, unhappy, becauſe he 1s deferted by God. If we would have a Clock 
go well, we mult look chicfly tothe motion of the chief Wheel; a failure in that 
makes an error in all the reſt : nothing can terminate its motion to our benehit 
without Providence. Coloured glaſs can refle&t no beams without the Sun's 
light, nor fruits be ripened without its influence. Our dependance on God 15 
greater than theirs on the Sun. God lets men play with their own wit and 
{trength, and come to the brink of execution of their deligns, and then blows 
upon them.that they may know there is aGod in the Earth. Pythagoras could lay, 
it was yay a ridiculous thing, to ſcek that which is brave and virtuous any 
where elſe than of God *. Cyrus is a brave pattern, who is mentioned in Scrip- 
ture, and repreſented by Xerophor calling upon God when he was firlt choſen 


G:neralz and in his Speech to his Captains to encourage them to hope for - __ 
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ſucceſs of, the expedition, tells them rhey might expeC&t it, becauſe I have begun 
with God, which you know, faith he, is my cuſtom, not only when 1 attempt 
great matters, but alſo the 7« we things of leſſer concernment. The ſeeking of 
God ſhould be the prologue to all our affairs; we are enjoyned firſt to pray, 
and then determine, Job 22. 27. Thow ſhalt make thy prayer unto him, thou fhalt 
alſo decree a thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed mnto thee. The intercling Provis» 
dence 1n our concerns, is the high way to ſucceſs, The reaſon we miſcarry, 
15 becauſe we conſult not God, but determine without him ; and thenwe have 
no r:aſon to complain of him for not proſpering our way, when we never 
--nmended our affairs to his conduct. It hath been the pradtice of holy men, 
\'-hemi4h firſt petitioned God before he would uſe his intereſt in the Kings 
"144m, Nehron 2. 4. then the King ſaid unto me, for what doſt thou maie reque{i? 
n Ipr-yed to the God of Heaven, and I ſaid unto the King, &c. S0 Abraham's 
3teward puts up his, requeſt to Gad, before he would put the bulincis he came 


" 64:1, in execution, Gen. 24. 12- David frequently in particular cates. 1 $222. 


23. 9. 2 Sam. 2.1. 2 Sam. 19. 23. God only doth what he pleaſes in Heaven 
aid 1n Earth ; He only can bleſs us, He only can blaſt us. Shall we be care- 
I:1s tn any undertaking, whether we have his favour or no ? *T1s a ridiculous 
madaeſs to reſolve to do any thing without God, without whoſe affiſting and 
p:elerving of us, we had not been able to make that reſolution; 

2. Trujt Providence. To truſt God when our Ware- houſes and Bags are full, 
and our Tables ſpread, 1s no hard thing ; but to truſt him when eur purſes are 
empty, but a handful of meal and acrule of Ol! left, and all wayes of relief ftopt, 
herein lics the wiſdom of a Chriltians Grace, Yet none are exemptcd from this 
duty; all are bound to acknowledge their truſt in him by the dayly prayer for 
dayly bread ; even thoſe thar have it in their Cupboards as well as thoſe that 
want it 3 The greateſt Prince as well as the meaneſt beggar. Whatever your 
wants are, want not faith, and you cannot want ſupplies. 'Tis the want of 
this binds up his hand from doing great works for his Creatures: The more we 
truft him, the more he concerns himſelf in our affairs, The more we truſt our 
ſelves, the more he delights to croſs us; for he hath denounced ſuch an one 


curſed that maketh Fle{h his arm *, though it be the beſt Fleth in the World, * 7er. #7. 5: 


becauſe it is a departing from the Lord. No wonder then that God departs 
trom us, and carries away his bleſſing with him : while we truſt our ſelves, we 
do but trouble our ſelves, and know not how to- reconcile our various reaſons 
for hopes. and fears 3 but the committing our way to the Lord renders our minds 
calm and compoled, Pro. 16. 3. commit thy works into the Lord, and thy 
thoughts ſhall be eftabliſhed. Thou ſhalt have no more oicho'e quarreilieg diſtur- 
bing thoughts, what the ſucceſs {hall be. | 

1. Truit Providence in the greateſt extremitics, He brings us into (traits, 
that he may ſee the exerciſe of our faith. Zeph. 3. 12. I will leave in the midjt 
of thee an affiiFed and poor people, and ih2y ſhall truſt in the name of the Lord. 
When we are molt deſolate, we have moſt need of this exerciſe, and have the 
fitteſt ſeaſon to practiſe it s he 1s alwaies our refuge and our (trength, but in 
time of trouble a preſent help, P/al. 45. 1. Danitl's new advancement by 


Belſþ422ar but a day before the City was taken by the Enemy *, the King (lain, , y 
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and (no doubt) many of his Nobility, and thoſe that were neareſt in Authority 
with him, it being the intereſt of the Enemy to diſpatch them, was a danger 3 
yet God by wayes not expreſled, preſerved Dzniel, and gave him favour with 
the Conqueror. God ſometimes leads his people into great dangers, that they 
may ſee and acknowledge his hand in their preſervation. Danze! had not had 
ſo lignal an experience of God's care of him, had he been mn the lower condt- 
tion he was in before his new preferment. God's eye ts alwates upon them that 
f-2r him ; not to keep diſtrels from them, but to quicken them 1n it, and give 
them as it were a new life from the dead, P/:! 33. 18, 19. To deliver their Soul 
from death, and to heep them alive in famine. God brings us into {treights, that 
we may have more lively experiments of his tendernets in his teafonable relief : 
If he be angrv, he wall repent himſelf for his Servants, when he ſees their power is 
gore 5 becauie then the glory of hs Providence is appropriated to himſclF, 
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Dewt. 22.36, 39. See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no God with me: I 
kill, and I make alive, No Creature can have any pretence to ſhare in it; He 
delights thereby to blow up both our affcCtions to him, and admirations of him, 
and ſtore up in us a treaſure of experiments to encourage our truſting in him 
in the like ſtreights. We ſhould therefore repoſe our ſelves in God in « deſart, 
as well as in the Cities : with as much faith among Savage beaſts, as ia the beſt 
company of the moſt ſociable men *, And anſwer the greateſt ſtreight with 
Abraham's Speech to Iſaac, God will provide. For we have to do with aGod 
whois bound up to no means, 1s at no expence in miraculous ſuccors, who 
delights to perfect his {trength in the Creatures weakneſs. We haveto do with 
a God, who only knows what may further our good, and accordingly orders 
it; what may hinder it, and therefore prevents it. He can ſet all cauſes in ſuch 
a po{ture, as ſhall conſpire together as one link to bring about ſucceſs, and 
make even contrary motions meet 1n one gractous end ; as the Rivers which 


ruv from North and South, the contrary quarters of the World, agree in the 


ſrges of oc Sea. Though provigdences may ſeem to croſs one another, they 
ſhall never croſs his word and promiſe, which he hath magaified above all his 
names. Ag his Providence is but a ſervant to his Truth. 

2. Tinſt it in the way of means. Though we are ſure God hath decreed: the 
certain event of ſuch a thing, yet we muſt not encourage our idlen(s, but our 
diligence. Though Moſes was aſſured of the victory, when Amalek, came 
armed againſt him, yet he commands Joſhua to draw up the valiant men into 
a body, himſelf goes to the Mount to pray, and is as diligent in the uſe of all 
means, as if he had been 1gnorant of God's purpoſe, and had rather ſuſpe&ed 
the rout of his owa than his Enemies forces. Neither doth Joſbxa afterwards, 
though ſecured by promile in his conquelt of Canaan, omit any part of the duty 
of a wiſe and watchful General ; he ſends ſpies, diſciplincs his forces, befiegeth 
Cities, and contrives ſ{tratagems., Providence direds us by means ; not touſe 
them, is to tempt our Guardian; where it intends any great thing for our good, 
it opens a door, and puts ſuch circumſtances into our hands, as we may uſe 
without the breach of any Command, or the neglect of our own duty.God could 
have ſecured Chriſt from Herod”s fury, by a miraculous ſtroke from Heaven 
upon his Enemy, but he orders Joſeph and Marzes flight into Egypt as a means 
of his preſervation. Oud rebukes Aoſes for praying, and not uling the means 
in continuing the Peoples march, Exod. 14. 15. Wherefore crieft thou unto me ? 
ſpeak unto the Children of Iſrael, that they go forwards. To ule means without 
reſpe&t to God, 1s proudly to contemn him; to depend upon God without the 
uſe of means, is irreligioully to tempt him; in both we abuſe his Providence. 
In the one we dilobey him in not ufiag the means he hath appointed 3 in the 
other, prcſumptuonlly 1mpole upon him for the eacouragemeat of our lazinels. 
Diligence on ov: part, and the bleſſing on God's, Solomen joyns together, Pro. 
10. 4. The hand of the diligent makes rich ; but v. 22, The bleſſing of the Lord 
maketh rich. So Eccleſ. 9. 1. Orr works are in the hand of God; our works, but 
Gods bleſling; God's blefting, but not without our works. It was the practice of 
good men. Jacob wraltles with God to divert his Brother's fury, yet ſends a Pre- 
{ent to his Brother to appeaſe him *. Davzd truſts 1n the name of the Lord his God 
in his ducl with Gel;zah, but not without his fling : Our labour ſhould rather be 
more vigorous than more faint, when we are aflured of the bleſſing of Provi- 
dence by the infallibility of the promiſe. 

2. Truſt Providence in the way of the precept. Let not any reliance upon an 
ordinary Providence induce you into any way contrary to the command. 
Daniel had many inducements from an appearance of Providence to eat the 
Kings meat, his neceſſity of compliance in his captivity, probability of pre- 
ferment by learning the wiſdom of the Countrey, whereby he might both 
have advanced himſelf, and aftiſted his Countrey-men, the greatneſs of the 


{c!fwifh the conſideration for a Captive to be fed from the Kings Table, the ingratitude 
he might be accuſed of for deſpiſing ſo kind a treatment ; but none of theſc 
things moved him againſt a command, becauſe the Law of God forbad it, he 
would not eat of the King's meat. 


portion of the 
Kin7s meat, 


Daniel might have argued, I may wind 


my 
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my ſelf in to the King's favour, do the Church of God a great ſervice by my in- 
tere(t in him, which may be daſht in pieces by my refuſal of this kindneſs; but 
none of theſe things wrought upon him. No Providences wherein we have 
ſeeming circumſtances of gloritying God, muſt lead us out of the way of duty; 
this is to rob God one way, to pay him another. God brought Diels cnds 
about, he fiads favour with the Govenour, his requelt is granted, rhe ſacceſs 
is anſwerable, and all thoſe ends attained, which he might in a ſinful way by 
an i!] conſtruftion of Providence have propoſed to himſelf, all which he might 
have miſled of, had he run on in a carnal manner: This, this is the way to 
ſuccels, Pſal- 27. 5. Commit thy way unto the Lord, truſt alſo in him, and he ſhall 
bring it to paſs. Commit thy way to the guidance of his Providence, wich 
an obedience to his precept, and relyance on his promiſe, and refer all ſucceſs 
in it to God. if we ſet up our golden Calts made of our own ear-rings,our wit and 
ſtrength and carnal prudence, be cauſe God ſeems to negleCt us, our fate may be 
the fame withtkeirs,and the very duſt of our demoliſht Calf may be abitrer Spice 
1a our drink, as it was 1n theirs. | 

3 Truſt him ſolely without preſcribing any methods to him; Leave him to his 


wiſe choice, wait upon him becauſe he is a God of judgement *, who goes ju- * 1. 50. 18; 


dicio {ly to work, and can beſt time the execartions of his will. The wiſe God 
obſcrves particular periods of time for doing his great works. John 2. 4. 
} our 15 not jet come, woman, nhat have Ito do with thee? Which man is no com- 
pitent judge of : I will do this Miracle, but the ſeaſon 1s not yet come wherein | 
w:l! b- moſt bcautiful. God hath as much wiſdom to pitch the time of perfor- 
mince ot his promiſe, as he hath mercy at firſt to make ir. How preſumptuous 
weoula it be for the ſhallow world, a thing worſe than nothing, and vanity, to 
preſcribe rules to the Creator 2 Much more for a (ingle perſon, a lirtle Atome of 
duſt. infiuitely worſe than nothing, and vanity, to do it. Since we had no hand 
in Creating the world or our ſelves, let us not preſume to dire& God in the go- 
vernment af it, Job 38 4. Where waſt thou when I laid the fonndaticn of the 
Earth.dcc'are if thou haſt u:derſtanding? Would it not be a diſparagement to God 
toſtoopto thy fouliih delire2yea,would you not your ſelves have a lower conceit 
of him,it he (hould degrade his wiſdom to the wrong biaſsof your blind reaſon? 
| tnriily, Submit t» Providence. *Tis Gods right to govern the World, and 


ciſpole of his Creature ; 'tis his Glory in Heaven to do what he will *, let us * P/al. 115.3. 
But our God 1 


not by our nnſubmiſſive carriage deprive him of the ſame glory on earth ; he 


a clear evidence of his will, we mult acquieſce. As when a Traveller hath two 
wa\es to come to his journeys end, the one ſafe, and the other dangerous, reafon 
per:wades him to chule the ſafelt way, wherein he falls among thieves ; now ha- 
ving uſcd his reaſon, which in that cale was to be his director, he muſt acquieſce : 
Gods Providence bringerh forth an event, which he could not without violence 
to his reaſon avoid. Aad therefore it is a great vanity, when a man hath reſfoly- 
ed the molt probable way in a buſineſs, and fails in it, to torment himlelf; be- 
cauſe though our conſultations depend upon our ſelves, yet the iſſues of them 
are ſolely in the hand of God. . It concerns us therefore to ſubmit to Gods dit- 
poſal of us and our affairs, ſince nothing can come to paſs but by the will of 
God «ffcCting it, or permitting it. If the fall of a Sparrow 1s not without his 


Wili*, much lels can the greater events which betall men, the nobler Creatures, *Math-1c-25. 


be without the ſame concurrence of Gods pleaſure ; therefore ſubmit: For, 

1. Whatſoever God doth, he doth wiſely. KisaQts 2re not ſudden and ra(h, but 
s&s of Counſel; not taken up upon the preſent poſture of things, but the re- 
ſolves of Eternity. As he his the hieghe(t wiſdom, {ſo all his acts reliſh of it, 
and he gvides is will by counſel, Eph. 1. 11. | Who worketh all things after the 
Counſe! if his own will ], If God took Counlel in Creating the World, much 
more in laying a platform of government,much more 1a the a(t of governments 
for men can frame models oft government, that can never reduce them into 

G 2 practice; 


if 4.2" Fes ; in the Heaven: 
briags to paſs his will by wayes the Creature cannot underſtand, *Tis the wiſeſt þ» hath done 
ſpecch in the medley of fooleries, the Turkiſh Alcoran *. We mult walk by the ono he 
| | : : , : eaſed.* Deus 
rule of reaton which God hath placed in us for our guide ; yet if Providence ea Fo is 


brings to pals any other event contrary to our rational expeCtations, becauſe it is ſua cauſa, &c« 
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praftice. Now God being inhaitely wiſe, and his will infinitely good, it muſt 
needs be that goodacſs and wiſdom are the rules whereby he dire@s himſelf in 
his ations in the world. And what greater morive can there be to perſwade our 
ſubmiſſion, than Wiſdom and Goodneſs tranſlating all things? Gods counſel be- 
ing the firmeſt, as well as the wiſeſt, it 1s a folly both ways to reſiſt it. 

2. God diſcovers bis mind to us by Providence;. Every work of God being the 
reſult of his Counſel; when we ſee it actually brought forth into the World, what 
elſe doth it diſcover to us, but that Counſel and will of his? Every ſingle Pro- 
vidence hath a language wherein Gods mind is ſignified, much more a train and 
contexture of them, Luk. 7. 22. Tell John what things you have ſeen and heard, how 
that the blind ſee, the Lamewalk, the Lepers are cleanſed, 'the deaf hear, the derd 
are raiſed to life, to the poor the Goſpel is preached. Our Saviour informs John's 
Diſciples from a&s of Providence, he gives him no other anſwer, but turns him 
over to interpret and conſtrue his works in the caſe. Providence therefore mu{t 
not be reſiſted, when Gods mind in it is diſcovered : 'Tis difingenuons to a&t a- 
gainſt his pleaſureand manifeſt mind; *tis the Devils fin. Aaron when he loſt his 
two Sons, in ſo judicial amanner by Fire from Heaven, yet held his peace *; be- 
cauſe God had declared his mind poſitively, 7 will be glorified. *Tis dangerous 
to refilt the mind of God, for the word of his Providence thall proſper in ſpight 
of men and Devils, Iſa. 55. 11. My wird that goes forth of my month, ſhall not 
return unto me void; it ſhall proſper in the thing whereto T ſent it; and therefore a 
reſiſting of it is termed 850yexsy a fighting againſt God by Gamalziel,no great friend 
to the Church, A&s. 5. 38, 39. 

4. Murmur not at Providence. Though we do not clearly reſiſt it, if there 
be a repiaing ſubmiſſion, 1t is a partial oppoſition to the Will of God. We 
might as well murmur at God's creation, as athis Providence; for that is as ar- 
bitrary as this; he is under no Law but his own righteous will : we ſhould 
therefore leave the government of the world to God's wiſdom, as we acknow- 
ledge the frame of it to be an aCt of his pqwer. If God ſhould manage his wayes 
according to our preſcriptions, what ſatfisfaftion would God have? what fatis- 
faction would the World have ? He might be unjuſt to himſelf, and unjuſt to 
others. Your own complaints would not be ſtilled, when you ſhould feel the 
ſmart of your owa Counſels ; yet if they were, what ſatisfa&tion could there 
be to the complaints of others, whoſe intereſts and therefore judgments and de- 
tires lyecroſs to yours 2? Man is a croſs Creature. The 71ſrae/ites cxclaimed to 
God againſt Pharaoh, and when the Scene was changed, they did noleſs murmur 
againſt A-ſes 1n the wilderneſs. They were as troubleſome when they were 
delivered, as when they were afflicted. In Eygpt they would have their 
liberty, and in the Wildernſs their ſtomachs turn, and they long for the 
Oayovs and Garlick, though attended with their former f{lavery. Let God 
govern the World according to his own Wiſdom and Will, till all mankind 
can agree in one method to offer to him, and that I think will never be, 
though the World ſhould laſt for ever. Murmur not therefore ; whatſoever 
1s done in the World, is the work of a wiſe Agent, who aQs for the perfe- 
tion of the whole univerſe; and why ſhould I murmur at that which prometes 
the common happineſs and perfef@ion, that being better and more deſirable, than 
the perfeftion of any one particular perſon? Muſt a Lutineſt break all his ſtrings 
becauſe one is out of tune? And muſt God change his courſe becauſe things 
are out of order with one man, though in regard of divine Providence things 
are not out of order in themſelves, or without any care, for God is a Cod of 
order ? This temper will hinder our prayersz with what face can we pray to 
that God whoſe wiſdom we thus repine at ? If God doth exerciſe a Provi- 
dence in the World, why do we murmur? if he doth not take care of thoſe 
things, why do we pray to him? *tis a contradidtion. It alſo hinders us from 
giving God the glory, and our ſelves the comfortable ſight of his Providence. 
God may have taken ſomething from us, which is the matter of our ſorcow, 
and give another thing to us, which might be the matter of our joy. Jacob lolt 
a joint, and got a bleſſing *: What advantage can it be to murmur ? Can ll 


your cryes ſtop the motions of the Heavens, when aftorm reaches you ? Can 
your 
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your clamours make the clouds move the talter, or perſwauve the thu © ers tr -M 
drenching us ? Murmuring at any affl:&ive Providence, is the way to make the 
Rod (ſmarter 1n itſelf, and ſharper to us. 

5. Study Providence. "Tis a part of Atheiſm not to think the as of God in 
the World worth our ſerious thoughts. And if you would know the meaning 
of his adminſtrations, grow up in the fear of God. P/al. 25. 14. The ſecret 
of the Lord is with them that fear him. God is highly angry with iÞþoſe thar 
mind him not, Pſal. 28. 5, becauſe they regard not the operation of his bands, 
he ſhall deſtroy them, and not build them up : He hall utterly root them 
out. | 

1. Study Providence univerſally. The darkef# ; God brings order out of the 
Worlds confuſion, even as he framed a beautiful Heaven and Earth out of a 
rude Maſs. The terribleſt; thele offer ſome thing worth our obſervation ;the 
dreadful Providence of God makes Sodom an example to after ages. Jude 7. 
They are ſet forth for an example, ſuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, &c. The 
ſmalleſt ; God is a wife Agent, and ſo the leaſt of his aGtions are fignificant. 
There is nothing ſuperfluous 1a thoſe atts we account the meaneſt ; for to act 
vainly and lightly, argues imperfection, which cannot be attributed to God. 
The wiſdom of God may be much ſeen in thoſe Providences the blind World 
counts ſmall ; as a little pifture 1s oft times of more value, and hath more 
of the workman's skill than a larger which an 1gnorant perſon might prize at 
a higher rate ;z the Lilies, Flowers, Sparrows, our Saviour raiſes excellent ob- 
ſervations trom. 

2. Regularly. By the word 3 compare Providence and the promiſe together; 
God's manner of adminiſtrations, and the meaning of them 1s underſtood by 
the word, Pſal. 77. 13. Thy way, O God, is in the Sanduary. By faith; we 
many times correct our feace by reaſon, when we look through a blew or 
grecn glaſs, and fee all things blew or green; though our ſenſe repreſents 
them ſo, yet cur reaſon diſcovers the miſtake ; Why ſhould we not corre& 
reaſon by faith ? Indeed our purblind reaſon ftands in as much need of a re- 
gulatton by faith, as our decertful ſerce doth of a regulation by reaſon. We 
may ofren obſerve in the Goſpel, that the holy Ghoſt taking notice of the 
particalar circumſtances in the bringing Chriſt into the World, and in the 
courſe of his life, often hath thoſe expreſſions, as it was written, that the Scrip- 
gures might be fulfilled. There is not a Providence happens in the World, but 
there are {ome general rules in the Word, whereby we may apprehend the mean- 
ing of it. From God's former work diſcovered in his word, we may trace his 
preſent foot-lteps - Obſerve the timings of Providence wherein the beauty of 
it app-ars, fince God bath made every thing beautiful in its time. 

z. Tritirely. View them in their connexion. A harſh touch ſingle would not 
be pleaſing, but may rarely atiect the canſort: The Providences of God bear 
a juſt proportion to one another, and are beautiful in their intire Scheme; but 
when regarded apart, we ſhall come far ſhort of a delightful underſtanding 
of them. As in a piece of Arras folded up, and afterwards particularly open- 
ed, we ſee the hand or foot of a man, the branch of atree ; or if we look on 
the outſide, we ſce nothing but knots and threads, and uncouth ſhapes that we 
know not what to make of ; but when it is fully opened, and we have the whole 
Webb befure us, we ſee what Hiſtories and pleaſing charaGers are in:crwoven 
in it. View them in their end ; there is no true judgment to be made of 
a thing in motion, unleſs we have a right proſpe@ of the end to which it 
reads. Many things which may ſeem terrible in their motion, mzy be exellent 
3a their end. Providence is crowned by the end of it. Aſaph was much rtrou- 
bled about the proſperity of the wicked, and affliction of the Godly, but he 
was well ſatisfied when he underſtood their end, which was the end of Pro- 
vidence too, Pſal. 73. 16, 17. When IT thought to know this, it was 200 pain- 
ful for me, until I went into the Sanduary, then underſivod I their end. Moſes 
his Rod was a Serpent in its motion upon the ground; but when taken up, 
it was a Rod again to work miracles, God ſet us a pattern for this in the 
Creation, He views the Creatures as they came into being , and —_ 
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them eood, he takes a review cf them afterward in their whole frame, and the 
ſubordination of them to one another, and the ends he had deſtined them to, 
and then pronounceth them very good; The merciful Providences of God if 
ling'y looked upon, will appear good, but it reviewed in the whole web, 
and the end of them, will commence very good in our apprehenſions. 

4. Calmly, Take heed of paſſion in this ſtudy, that is a miſt before the eye 
of the mind ; ſeveral pleaſures alſo diſturb and ſtifle the nobler operations of 
the intelieCtive part, and all improving thoughts of Gods Providence, 7/z. 5. 
12. And the Hery, and the Viol, and Wine, are in their feaſts, but they regard no; 
the work of the Lord, nor conſider the operations of his hands ; All thoughts 
of them re choaked by the pleaſures of (ſenſe. Paſſions and ſenſual pleaſures, 
are like lying Clouds in the night, interpoling themſelves between the (tars 
and our eves, that we cannot obſerve the motions of them. Turbulent paſitons, 
or Swiniſh pleaſures prevailing, obſcure the Providence of God. Our own 
humour and intereſt we often make the meaſures of our judgment of Provi- 
dence: Shimei, when Abſalom rebels againſt his Father, looks no further than 
hi:own intereſt, and therefore interprets it as a judgment of God in revenging 
the houſ- of Saxl,2 Sam.16.7,8 The Lord hath returned upon thee all the blood of the 
houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſlead thou haſt reigned. Therefore the Spirit of God 
takes particular notice that he was of the houſe of Saxl, v. 5. when indeed 
this judgment was quite another thing, for David's {in 1a the matter of Ur; 4h 
was written in the torchead of it. 

5. Seriouſly. *Tis not an eafie work; for the cauſes of things are hid as the 
ſeminal virtues in plants, not viſible till they manifeſt themſelves. Providence 
is God's Lanthorna in many affairs; it we do not follow it cloſe, we may be 
left in the dark, and loſe our way. With much Prayer, For we cannot of 
our ſelves find out the reaſon of them ; being ſhallow Creatures, we cannot 
fied Gur thoſe infinite wiſe methods God obſerves in the managing of them; 
but if we ſeriouſly ſet to work, and ſeek God in it, God may 1nform us, and 
make them intelligible tous. Though a man may not be able of himſclt to 
'tind out the frseme and motions of an Engine, yet when the Artificer hath ex- 
plained the work, dilcovered the intent of the Fabrick, it may be cahly under- 
frond 5 If it be dark, whilſt you ſeriouſly muſe on it, God may fend forth 
a light into you, and pive you an underſtanding of it, A4z#. 1. 25. Joſeph 
thought of thoſe things, and whilſt he thought on them, The Angel of the Lord 
appeared to him inadream; God made them known to him. The 1/raclites 
{zw God's afts in the bulk of them, but Moſes ſaw his way and the manner how 
he wrought them, Pſal. 103. 7. He mide known his wayes unto Mvſes, bis aGis 
wr'o the Children of I/rael. Moſes had more converſe with God than they, and 
and theretore was admitted into his ſecrets. 

6. Holily. With adeſiga to conform to that duty Providence calls for. Our 
motions [heuld be according to the Providence of God, when we underſtand 
the intent of them. There 1s a call of Providence, 7/2. 22. 12. In that daytle 
Lord called to weeping and mourning; Sometimes to ſorrow, ſometimes to joy. 
If it be a Providence to diſcover our (in, let us comply with it by humiliation; 
if it be to further our grace, ſuit it by lively and freſh aCtiags. As the fap in 
plants deſcends with the Sun's declination, and aſcends at the return of the Sua 
from the Tropick; there are ſeveral graces to be exerciſed upon ſeveral atts of 
Providence; either publick to the Church and Nation, or particular to our 
own perſons. Sometimes faith, ſometimes joy , ſometimes patience, ſometimes 
ſorrow tor fin. There are ſpiritual leflons in every Providence, for it doth 
not only offer ſomething to be underſtood, but ſome things to be pratiſed, 
Mark 10. 15. A Child is brought to Chriſt, and Chriſt from thence teaches 
them a leſſon of humility. Z»k. 13. 1, 2, 3. When Chriſt diſcourſes of that (ad 
Providence of the blood of the Galilears, and the Tower of Siloz, he puts 
them upon the exerciſe of repentance, The Ruler enquired the time when 
his Son began to recover, that his faith in Chriſt might be confirmed, for 
upon that circumſtance it did much hang ; and in doubtful caſes after a ſerious 
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moſt for GoJ1's glory and thy ſpiritual good, tor that is the end of all : Let us 
thercfore ſtudy Providence ; not as Childre ndo Hiſtories, to know what men 
were in the World, or to pleaſe their fancy only; but as wiſe men, to underſtand 
the motions of States, and the intrigues of Councels; to enrich them with 
a knowledge whereby they might be ſerviceable to their Countrey. So let us 
enquire into the Providence of God, to underſtand the mind of God, the in- 
tereſt of the Chnrch, the wiſdom and kindneſs of God, and our own duty in 
comtormity thereunto. 

6. Aſcribe the Glory of every Providence to God. Abrahams Steward pe- 
titioned God at the beginning of his buſineſs, Ger. 24. 12. and he bletles 
God at the ſucceſs of it, ver. 26, 27. We mult not thank the tools which are 
uſed in the making an engine, and aſcribeunto them what we owe to the Work- 
mans skill : Man is but the inſtrument, God's Wiſdom is the Artiſt. Let us 
therefore return the Glory of all where it is moſt rightly placed - We may ſee 
the difference between Rachel and/Leab in this reſpe&, when R:chel had a Son 
by her maid B;/bab, ſhe afcribes it to God's care, and calls his name Dar, 


which ſignifies judging. G-z. 30. 6. God hath judged me, and beard my voice, 


That the very Name might put her in remembrance of the kindneſs of God 
in anſwering her prayer. And the next Naphalz, ſhe eſtecems as the fruit of 
prayer, verſ. 8 Whereas Leah takes no notice of God, but vaunts of the mul- 
titude of her Children, ver. 41. behold a troop comes. She impoleth the name 
ot Gad upon them, which alfo ſignifies fortune or good luck, And the next 
Aſher, verſ, 13. which 1s fortunate or bleſſed, And we find Leehb of the ſame 
mind afterward, werſ. 17. It is ſaid God hearkned unto her, ſo that het Son 
1jachar ws an aniwer of Prayer 3 but ſhe aſcribes it to a lower cauſe which 
had moved God ; becauſe ſhe had given her maid to her Husband, »er/ſ. 13, 
Not unto us, not unto us, O Lord, but to thy name be the Glory. 

Dot. 2. All the motions of Providence in the World are ultimately for the 
good of the Church ; of thoſe whoſe heart is perfeF towards him. Providence 
toilows the rule of Scripture. Whatſaoever was written, was written for the 
C'iu;ches comfort *. Whatſoever is ated 1n order to any [thing written, is 
ated for the Churches good. All the Providences of God in the World are 
cnt:rmable to his declarations in his word. All former Providences were 
ultimately in order to the bringing a Mediator into the World, and for the 
glory of him ; then ſurely all the Providences of God ſhall be 1n order to the 
perfecting the Glory of Chriſt in that myſtical body, whereof Cirift is head, 
and whr-rein his affection and his Glory are ſo much concerned. See the 
Proof of this by a Scripture or two. Pſal. 25.10. All the patis of the Lord are 
zzercy and iruth unto ſuch 4s keep his Covenant and his Teſtimonies. Not one path, 
but [ all ] the works and motions 3 not one particular a& or paſſage of pre- 
vidence, but the whole tra of his proceedings z not only thoſe which are 
m::rc imaoth and pleafant, but thoſe which are more rugged and bitter, A!! 
[ mercy and truth | (utable to that afteAtion he bears in his heart to them, and 
{utablc to the declaration of that afteQion he hath made in his promiſe. There 
Is acontexture and a friendly connexion of kindneſs and faithfulneſs in every 
cne of them. They both kiſs and embrace each other in every motion of God 
towards them, As mercy made the Covenant, fo truth ſhall perform it. And 
there {hall be as much mercy as truth in all Gods aQtings towards thoſe that 
keep it, Rom. 8. 23, We know that all things work together for good io then 
that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpoſe . | we in. w '\ 
we do not conjecture or gueſs fo, but we have an 1nfallible aſſurance of it. 
[ 411 things] even the moſt frightful, and fo thoſe that have in reiſpet of 
tenſe, nothing but Gall and Wormwood in them 3 \ work together ] they all 
conſpire with an admirable harmony and unanimous conlent for a Chriſtians 
good, Oac particular at may ſeem to work to the harm of the Church, 
as 0ne particular att may work to the good of wicked men : but the whole 
ſeries and frame of things combine together for the good of thoſe that are 
aftcCtionate ro him. Both the Lance that makes us bleed, and the plaiſter 
hich refreſheth the Wounds. Both the griptfhig purges, and the warming Cor- 
dia's 
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dials combine together tor the Patients cure [to them who are called accord. 
#ng to his purpoſe. ] Here the Apoſtle renders a reaſon of this poſition ; be. 
cauſe they are called not only in the general amongſt the reſt of the world.to 
whom the Goſpel comes ; but they are (uch that- were in Gods purpoſe and 
counſel from Eteraity to ſave, and therefore reſolved to encline their will to 
Faith in Chriſt. Therefore all his other Counſels about the affairs of thewor!4 
{ball be for their good, Another reaſon of this, the Apoltle intimates, verſ. 
27. .The Spirit makes interceſſron for the Saints according to. the will of God. 
The interceſlions of the Spirit, which are alſo according to Gods will 'and 
purpoſe, will not be fruitleſs ia the main end, which both the Interceſſions of 
the Spirit and purpoſe of God, and the will and defire of the Saints, do aim at, 
which is their good. Indeed where any 1s the obje& of this grand purpoſe 
of God, he is the obje& of God's infinite and intumerable thoughts, #ſal. 40. 
5. Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderful works which thou haſt done, and 
thy thoughts which are to us ward, they cannot be reckoned up in order unto 
thee; If I would declare ard ſpeak of them,they are more than can be numbred;The 
Plalmiit ſeems to intimate, that in all the wonderful works which God hath 
done, his thoughts are toward his people. He thinks of them in all his 
ations 3 and thoſe thoughts are infiaite, and cannot be numbered, and reckon- 
ed up by any Creature. He ſeems to reſtrain the thoughts of God towards 
bis people in all thoſe works of wonder which he doth in the World, and 
which others are the Subje&s of: But his thoughts, or purpoſes, and intentions 
in all ( for the word ſignifies purpoſes too) are chiefly, next to his own glory, 
direttegl toward his people, thoſe that truſt in him, which verſ. 4, he had pro- 
nounced bleſſed. They run in his mind as if his heart was ſet upon them, and 
none but them. 

Here I (hall premiſe two things as the ground-work of what follows. 

1; God cerlainly in all his aFions has ſome end, that is without queſtion, 
becauſe he is a wiſe Agent : to aCt vainly and lightly, is an evidence of imper- 
feCtion,. which cannot be aſcribed to the only wile God. The Wheels of Pro- 
vidence are full of Eyes *. There is motion, and a knowledge cf the end of 
that motion. And Jeſus Chrilt, who is Gods Deputy in the providential govern- 
ment, hath Seven Eyes, as well as Seven Horns *. A perfect ſtrength, and 
a perfe&t knowledge haw- to ule that ſtrength, and to what end to ule 1t. Seven 
being the number of perfection in Scripture, 

2. That certainly is Gods end which his heart is mot ſet upon, and that whic' 
is laſt in execution. What doth God do at the folding up of the World, but 
perte&t his people, and welcome them into Glory? Therefore God prin- 
cipally next to himſelf loves his Church. The whole Earth is his, but the 
Church is his treaſure, Exod. 19. 5. If you will keep my Covenant, then jhall you 
' be apeculiar treaſure unto me above all people, for all the Earth is mine ;, Segullah 
fuach a treaſure, that a Man, a King will intruſt in no hands but his own ; all 
ihe Earth is mine, 1s not a reaſon why the Church was his treaſure, but an in- 
centive of tharkfulneſs, that when the whole Earth was his, and lay before 
him, and thcre were many people that he might have choſen and loved betore 
them, yet he pitched upon them to make them his choiceſt treaſure. And 
when the bleſted God hath pitched upon a people, and made them his treaſure, 
what he doth for them is with his whole heart, and with his whole Soul, Jr. 
32. 41, 42. ſpeaking of making an everlaſting Covcnant, be adds, je I w!! 
rejoyce over them to do them good, Sc. aſſuredly with my whole heart, aud with 
#y whole Soul. As though God minJed nothing elſe but thoſe people he had 
made an everlaſting Covenant with ; which is the higheſt ſecurity, and molt 
pregnant expreſlion of his affe&tion that can be given to any 3 not to give 
them a parcel or moiety of hishearc, but the whole infinite iatire ptece, and to 
engage it all with the greateſt delight in doing good to them. That infinite 
heart of God, and all the contrivances and workings of it, center in the 
Churches welfare. The world is a Wilderneſs, but the Church is a Garden. 
If he water the WilderncG, will he not much more dreſs his Garden? If the 


fights of Birds be obſerved by Mm, ſhall not alſo the particular ———" 
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written before him for them that feared the Lord; And a book of Providence 


- gathered all together, he will ſet fire upon this frame of the Creation : For 
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of the Church? He hath a repoſitory for them, and all that belong to them; 
He hath a Book of Life for their Names *, a book of Record for their mem- * Lu. 10. 20. 
bers *, a Note-book for their Speeches, Mal. 3. 16. A book of remembrance was * py 139. 16 


for their preſcrvation, Exod. 32. 32. In the proſecution of this, I ſhall 


{hew, 
I. That it is (o de faFo, and hath been (o. Firſe. 
2. That according to the ſtate of things,and Gods Oeconomy, itmuſt be ſo. Secondly, 
3. The improvement of it, By way of V/e. Thirdly. 


. 1. That all Providence is for the good of the Church de faGo, and has #7. 
een lo.. 
1. It will appear by an enumeration of things. Re afon ſir [2 
Firſt, All good things. = 
Secondly, All bad things are for their good. 
Firſt, All good things 
L The World, 
I!. Gifts and common graces of men in the World. 
Ill. Angels. 
I. The World. The whole World was made and ordained for the good of x;:/: 
the Church, next to the glory of God. This will appear in three things. 
I. The continuarce of the World is for their ſakes. God would have deſtroyed 
the World becaule of the ignorance and wickedneſs of it, before this time, 
but he overlooked it all, and had reſpect to the times of Chriſt, and the pub- 
liſhing faith in him, and repentance, A@. 17. 3o. And the times of this ig- 
norance God winked at, God overiooked *, he looked not fo upon them, 
as to be provoked to deſtroy the World ; but his eyes were fixed on the times 
of Chriſtianity ; therefore wonld not take notice in the extremity of his ju- 
itice of the wickednels of thoſe foregoing ages. Bclievers are the Salt of 
the Earth *. which makes the World ſavoury to God, and keeps it from cor- * Mz. 5. 13. 
rupting. 'Tis meant not only of the Apoſtles, but of Chriſts Diſciples, of 
all Chriſtians, for to them was that Sermon made, v. 1. If the Salt have loff 
kis ſavonr, if the Salt be corrupted, and Chriſtianty overthrown in the 
World, wherewith ſhall the World be ſalted 2 how can it be kept from cor- 
ruption 2 If they that perſecuted the Prophets before you in Judea, ( which 
18 ſometimes called the Earth in Scripture) cannot reliſh you, and find no- 
thing grateful to their Palates in your Doctrine and Converſation, wherewith 
ſha!l they be ſalted? How ſhall they be preſerved from corruption 2 The 
Land will be good for nothing but to be given as a prey to the Romans to 
be trod under their feet, as being calt out of Gods proteftion. They are the 
foundation of the world, Pro. 10. 25+ the righteous are an everlaſiing foun* 
dation. Maimonides underſtands it thus, that the World ſtands for the 
righteous ſakes. When Gad had Noah and his Family lodged in the Ark, he 
cares not what deluge and deſtruction he brings upon the reſt of the World. 
When he had conducted Lot out of Sodoze, he brings down that dreadful ſtorm 
of fire. He cares for no place, no nor for the whole World, any longer than ts an 
whilſt his People are there, or he hath ſome to bring in, in time. For the FE 
meanelt believer is of more warth than a World; therefare when God hath 


*y; Teeth oy, 


what was the end of Chriſts coming and dying, but to gather all things to- 
gether in one? ZFph, 1. 10. That in the diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time he 
might gather together in one all things in Chriſt. When Chrift hath ſummed 
up all together, he hath attained his end. And to what purpole then can we 
imagine God ſhould continue the World any -longer ? for his delight is not 
fimply' in the World, bur in the Saints there. Pſal. 16. 3. But to the Saints 
that are in the Earth, jn whom is all my delight ; not 1n the Earth, but in the 
Saints there, which are the only excellent things init, which Chriſt ſpeaks ( of 
whom that Pſalm is meant.) who knew well what was the object of his Fathers 
pleaſure. The ſweet favour God \melt 1n Noah's ſacrifice, was the occaſion 
of God's declaration for the Worlds ſtanding, Ger. 8. 21. and the Lord ſaid 
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* Foſh.1o. 12, 


I3, 


* Exod.14.22. 


* Dan. 6. 22. 
* 2 King. 20. 
I1, 

* rt Sam7.10. 


in his heart, I will not curſe the ground any more for mans ſake. That be would 
no more {mite it with a totally deſtroying judgment. It was his reſpe@ to 
Chriſt repreſented in that ſacritice, and to the faith and grace of Noah the ſa. 
crificer. What favour could an infinitely pure Spirit ſmell in the blood and 
flames of beaſts ? 

2. The courſe of natural things is for the good of the Ehurch, or particular mens. 
bers of it. God makes articles of agreement with the Beaſts and Fowls, whoſe 
nature is raging and ravenous, and binds them in ſure bonds for the perform- 
ance of thoſe articles, Hoſea 2. 18. 4nd in that day will I ihe a Covenant for 
them with the Beaſts of the field, and with the fowl Heaven, and with the creep. 
ing things of the ground, and will make them to lye down ſafely. As upon our 
fin God can arm them againſt us; ſo upon our obedience he can make them 
ſerviceable even againſt their Natures; as if he had made a Covenant with 
them, and they had both the. reaſon and virtue to obſerve it 1 do not re- 
member any inſtance in Scripture, that God went out of the uſual traCt of his 
Providence, and aGted in an extraordinary manner, but where his people were 
one way or other coacerned. It was for Joſbua's and the Iſraelites lake that 
the Sun was arreſted to ſtand (till in the Valley of 4jz/oz, that they might 
have light enough to defeat their Enemies, and purſue their victory *. The Sea 
ſhall, againſt its natural courſe, ſtand in heaps like walls of Braſs to affift the 
Iſraelites eſcape *. The fire is reſtrained in the operation of its nature, even 
whilſt it retains its burning quality, when the lives of the three valiant be- 
lieving Children are in danger. The mouths of Lyons are muzled, when the 
ſafety of his beloved Daniel is concerned *. And the ſhadow goes back upon 
the Dyal for Hezekzab's fake *, When God would at any time deliver his people, 
He can muſter up Lightnings and Thunders for their aſfiſtance *; He can 
draw all the Regiments of Heaven into Battel-array, and arm the*Stars to 
fight againſt $;ſera, when 7/rels condition needs it ; and make even the loweit 
Creatures to lilt themſelves as Auxzlzarzes 1n the ſervice. God hath not adil- 
pleaſure with ſenlleſs Creatures, neither 1s tranſported with ſtrains of fury 
againl(t ſuch objects, when he alters their natural courſe. Hab. 3. 8. Was the 
Lord diſpleaſed againſt the Rivers? was thy wrath againſt the Sea, that thou did/t 
ride upon thy borſes and chariots of ſalvation? No, but he made thoſe Crea- 
tures the Horſes and Chariots to ſpeed aſliſtance and ſalvation to his people, 
which the Pſalmiſt elegantly deſcribes, Pſa. t14. All Creatures are his Hoſt; 
and that God that created them, hath ſtill the Soveraign command over them, 
and can imbodie them in an Army to ſerve his purpoſe for the deliverance of 
his people, as he did againſt Phargob. 


3. The intereſt of Nations is ordered as is moit for the Churches good. He 
orders both the courſe of natural things, and of civil affairs, for their intereſt. 
He alters the ſtate of things, and changeth Governours and Governments for 
the ſake of his people. For theſe cauſes God ſent E/;hz to Crown Jehbu King, 
2 King. 9. 6, 7. Thave anointed thee King over the people, the Lord, &Cc. that 
I may avenge the blood of my Servants the Prophets, and the blood of all the 
Servants of the Lord at the hand of Jezabel. For the ſakes of the Godly in 


-. that Nation, and the revenging the blood of the Prophets which had been ſhed, 
was he raiſed up by the Lord, He fent ſuch judgments upon Egypt, that it was 


as much the intereſt of that Nation to let 1ſrael go, as it was before to keep 
them their vaſlals. God orders the interelt and affairs of Nations for thoſe 
ends; and according to this diſpoſition of affairs, Chriſt times his intercefſions 
for his Church. The Angels had been ſent out to view the ſtate of the World, 
and found it in peace, Zach. 1. 11. behold, all the earth ſits Hill, and is at 
reſt; there had been Wars in Artaxerxes and Xerxes his time, but in the time 
of Darius, that part of the World had an univerſal peace, which was the 
fitteſt time for the reſtoration of the Jews, and building the Temple ; becauſe 
it could not be built, but by the Kings coſt, whoſe treaſure in the time of War 
was expended another way 3 nor would it conſiſt with their policy to reſtore 


the Jews to their Government at ſuch a time when they had Wars with the 
Ys - Neighbour. 
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Neighbour-parts of Fg ypt. Sce hpw God orders the ſtate of the World in 
ſubſerviency to his gracious intentions towards his Church. The time of the 
Jewiſh captivity was now out, according to the promiſe of God, and God 
gives that part of the Worli ageneral peace, that the reſtauration of the J-rs, 
and the rebuilding of the Temple might be facilitated, and the truth ot his 
promiſe ia their deliverance accompliſhed. Upon the news of this general 
peace in that part of the World, Chriſt expoſtulates with Ged for the re- 
ſtauration of Jersſalem, verſi 12. How long. O Lord, wilt thou not have mercy on 
Jeruſalem, and on the Cities of Judah, :gainft which thou haſt had indign1tion 
theſe threeſiore and ten years £ The time of the Captivity determined by 
God, was now expired. The firſt reformation 1a Germany was back'd by Rea- 


{ons of State as it was then altered; it being the intereſt of many Princes of , 


that Countrey to countenance Luther's Dodrine, for the putting a ſtop to the 
growing greatneſs of Charles the fifth, who had evident defigns to enflave 
them. I might mention many more, only by the way let me adviſe thoſe that 
have an inclination to read hiſtories of former tranſactions, to which men na- 
turally are addicted, to make this your end, to obſerve the ſtrange Providences 

of God inthe World, and how admirably he hath made them ſubſervient to 

the intcrelt of the Church; which will be the moſt profitable way of read- 
ing them, whereby they will not only fatisfie your curioſity, but eſtabliſh your 

Chriſtianity. Calvin underſtands that place, Dext. 32. 8. He ſets the bounds 

of the people according to the number of the Ciildren of Tſrae!, that in the whole 

ordering of the (tate of the World, God propoſeth this as his end, to conſulr 

for the good of his p2ople, and his care extends to the reſt only in order to 

them ; and though they are but a ſmall number, yet he orders his whole Go- 

vernment of the Worlds affairs as may beſt tend to their Salvation, There- 

fore God ſets the people bounds, or enlargeth them according as they may be 

ſerviceable one way or other to this end, And the reaſon is rendered, v. 9. 

For the Lords portion is his people, and Jacob is the Lot of his inheritance. 

Therefore God orders all the relt of the World in ſubſervieacy to the main- 

taining and improving his portion and inheritance. 


2. As the World, ſo the gifts and common graces of men in the World are for Secondiy, 


the good of the Church, which is a great argument tor providence in geaeral 5 
{itce there is nothing ſo conſiderable in government as the diſpoling of places 
to men according to their particular endowments and abilities for them. And 
the beſtowing ſuch gifts upon men, is none of the meaneſt arguments for Geds 
providential Government of the World. As, 

1. The gifts of good men. The gifts conferred upon Paul were depoſited in 
him, not only to be poſlefſed by him, but uſed and laid out for the good of 
the Church, Col. 1. 25. Whereof Tam made a Miniſter according to the diſ- 
penſation of God which is given to me for you s The manifeſtation of the Spirit 
to any man is given to profit withal, 1 Cor. 12. 7. And this is the great 
end for which men {hould ſeek to excel, viz. for the edifying of the Church, 
} Cor. 14. 12. For as much as you are zenlons of Spiritual gifts, ſeek that you 
may excel to the edifying of the (hurch. 

2. The gifts and common graces of bad men. There is ſomething that is 
amiable in men, though they have not grace. As in Stones, Plznts and Flo wers, 
though they have not ſenſe, there is ſomething grateful in them, as colour, and 
ſmell, &c. And all thoſe things that are lovely in men, are for the Churches 
good,the belt life, and the worſt death,things preſent,let who will be the poſleflor, 
all things between Life and Death are for the good of Believers, becauſe they 
are Chriſts, 1 Cor. 3. 22. Whether Panl, or Apollo, or Cephas, or the World, i. e. 
[ Whether the gifts of the prime lights in the Church, or the common gifts of 
the world ] are all yours, and ye are Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods. God 1+ the 
diſpenſer of them, Chriſt is the Governour of them, and alt for your ſakes. 
As the medicinal qualities of waters are not for the good of themſelves, but 
the accommodation of the indigencies of men. By the common works of 
the Spirit God doth keep men from the evil of the World. For it cannot be 
ſuppoſed, that the Spirit, whoſe miſſion is principally for the Church, ſhould 
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give luch gifts out of love to men which hate him, and arc not the objcct+ ot tis 
eternal purpoſe; but he hath ſome other ends 1a doing it, which is the ad- 
vantage of his Church and People : And this God cauſes by the preaching 
of the Goſpel, which when it works gracious works ia ſome, produceth corn. 
mon works in others for the good of thoſe gracious ones. As a ſeed of c:>n 
hath ſtraw husks and Chaff come up with it, which are ſhelters to tha: 1; +12 
ſeed which lies in the midſt; fo in the preaching of the Goſpel there are (1. 
husks come up among natural men, which God makes to be ſhelters to the 
Church, as thoſe common works, and reſtraining men through the knowled: 
of Chriſt. God gives gifts to them, not out of love to them, but love to hi; 
Church. As Nurles of great mens Children arz fed with bettcr mcat than 
the other Servants, not out of any particular perſonal reſpe& to them, but 
to their office, that the milk whereby the Child 1s nouriſhed, may be the 
ſweeter and wholſomer 3 were it not for that R-lation, ſhe muſt be content 
with the Diet allowed to the reſt of the Servants. Some ſtinking pants 
may have medicinal virtues, which the Phyſician extrads for the cure of a dil. 
eaſe,and flings the reit upon the Dunghil. Go beſtows ſuch qualitics upon men 
otherwiſe un{avoury to him, which he draws forth upon ſeveral occaſions for 
the good of thoſe that are more peculiarly under his care, and then caſts them 
away. Thee gifts are indeed the ruine of bad men, becauſe of their pride; 
but the Churches advantage 1n regard of their excellercy, and are ofien 44- 25 
profitable to others, as dangerous to themſelves. As all that good which i; 
in plants and animals, is for the good of man 3 ſo all the gifts of natural men 
are for the Churches good, for they are for that end as the princip3l, next the 
glory of Go:l; becaule every inferior thing 1s ordained to ſomething ſuperior 
as its end. Plants are ordained for the nouriſhment of Beaſts, and both i-laar; 
and Beaſts, for Mca. The inferior men for the ſervice of higlicr, and all f&r 
the community z yet {till there is a higher end beyond thoſe, viz. the Glory of- 
God, to which they are ultimately ordained, which is ſo conneted with the 
Churchcs good, that what ſerves one, ſerves the other. 
3. Angels, the top Creatures in the Creation, are ordered for the good of the 
4 Church. If the Stars are not Cyphers in the World only to be gaz'd upon, 
1 but have their injiuences both upon Plants and Animals 3 As the Sun in impreg- 
nating the Earth, and eulivening the Plants, and afliſting the grow:h of truits 
for the good of mankind : It the Stars have thoſe natural influences upon the 
fenfibie world, the Angels which are the moraing Stars, have no leſs interc(t 
as inſtruments in the government of it, The Heathens had ſuch a notion of 
Demons working thoſe things which were done in the World, but accordins 
to the will and order of the ſi;pream God, The Angels are called watchers, 
Dar. 4.13. a Watcher, and an boly one, werſ. 17. this is by the deeree of tle 
watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: they watch for Gnds 
orders, and watch tor Gods honour, and the Churches good. There are erders 
of (tate among them, for we read of their decree; *tis called their decree 223 - 
oe, *® niſterially, as they execute it 3 approbatiz* as they ſubſcribe to the equity and 
By way of geodnels of it. As the Saints are faid to judge the World, not authorirativs, 
Authority. as jn commiſſion with Chrilt, but as they approve of Chriſts ſentence, The Y 
ſeem ro requeſt thoſe things of God which may make for his glory ; and they 
decree among themſelves whar 1s fit to be preſented to God in order to his glory. 
They cannot endure that mea ſhould trample upon Gods authority, deſpoil him 
of his right, and tread down his inheritance 3 aad therefore they ſend ſuch 
requeſts co God to a(t ſo as men may acknowledg him and his governm-nr, 
to the intent that the living may know that the moſt high rules in £ Kingdoms 
of men. Their care theretore mult be for the Church, tince God rules all things 
in order to that, and fince that is Gods portion and inheritance; fo that as they 
have a care of Gods glory, they muſt alſo have a care of Gods portion, and 
Exad. 25.1. his peculiar treaſure. The inward part of the Temple was to be adorned with 
Cherubims, to note the ſpecial attendance of the Holy Angels in the affemblies 
Trap. of the Saints : As evil Angels plot againſt the Church, fo good Angels project 


on Num. Þ. for it. Though ia the Scripture we tind Angels ſometimes employed in affairs 
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ot common Providence, and doing good to them that are not of the Church; 
as on2 is ſeat to comfort Hagar, and relieve Thmael upon his cry, though he 
had ſcoffed at Jſzac the heir of the covenant, when he was in Abraham's , 
Family *; yet for the moſt part they were employed in the concerns of ſome 


of his {pecial Servants. Angels thruſt Lot out of Sod)m *. An Angel ftopt * gey. 19. 
the Lyons mouths when Daniel was in the Den,Dar. 6. 12. My Gol bath ſent his 25, 15. 


Angel, and hath ſhut the Lyons mouths. God emploies Angels in the preferving 
and ruining of Empires, which isclear in the prophecy of Dazzel, and ſome 
underſtand 1ſa. io. 34. And Lebanon ſhall full by a mighty oze, of an Angel. 
As the Soul ſends forth a multitude of Spirits ſwiftly into the nerves for the 
ſupply of the loweſt member, which runs thither upon the leaſt motion : So 
do the Angels which are Gods Miniſters, run at the appointment of God, and 
are employed in all the wheels 'of Providence. The Spirit of the living 
Creatures was in the wheels of Providence *. 

1. The higheſt orders among thern are not exempted from being officers for the 
Clurc?, Though they are called Gods Angels 1n reſpett of their immediate 
attendance on God ; yet they are called mans Angels in reſpect of the ſervice 
they do for them, Matth. 18, 10. Their Angels do alwaies behold the face of 
ty Father which i: 3n Hexven. They are not the ordinary fort of Angels only 
which attend upon thoſe little ones, upon young converts, humble Souls, thoſe 
little ones in the Kingdom of Heaven 3 but they are the higheſt Courtiers there, 
ſuch as fce the face of God, and ſtand before him. A King hath many Ser- 
vants, but not every Servant, only the chief of the Nobility, ſtand before him; 
lo they are not Angels of the meaneſt order and rank in Heaven, that are 
ordercd to attend the loweſt Chriſtian. The Apoſtle makes no doubt of this. 
Heb. 1. 14. are they not all miniſtring $pirits\ there is no queſtion but they are] 
ſent forth to miniſter for 1hexe who ſhall be heirs of Salvation ? He aflerts con- 
tidently that not one of them 1s blotted out of the Liſt tor this employment, 
Hre they not all 2 none are exempted from the ſervice of God, fo none are ex- 
cmpted from the end of that ſervice, which is the good of Believers. They 
are Gads ſervants, but for the Churches good, for them which ſhall be heirs, 
| are thy not all £ it 15 irrational to deny it. And thy are fent forth, every 
one of tnem hath hiz commiſyon ſiz1'd by God tor this purpoſe, and 
not only for the Church in general, but for every member in particular f for 
tie beirs of Salvation. |] And not only for them which are already called and 
carolled, but Yor them who ſhall be called, whoſe names are written 1a the Buok 
of Gods clcfion | who ball be heirs.) And they are not only faintly ſent, as if 
they might go it they will, but they have a ſtrict charge to look after them 
we!l not in one or two of their works, or ways, but in all, Pſal. 91. 11. He 
ſhall give his angels cherge over thee to keep thee in, all thy wajes, to bear thee 
up in their hands, l:j# thou daſh thy foot againſt a flone 3, they are to ule all 
thcir ſtrength to this purpoſe, to bear there up in their havds. As the elder 
Chilren are appointed by Parents to have a care of the younger 1n their works 
and motions, and to uſe both their wiſdom and ſtrength tor them. The Angels 
are a guard to ſecure them here, and at laſt to convey them to their Fathers 
houſe, LZxks 16. 22, when a man is in fayour with a Prince, all the Courtiers will 
be obſervant of him. 

2. eArmies of them are employed upcn this occaſton, There are great mul- 
titudes of them, as YBildad ſpeaks, Job 25. 2. Is there any number of his armies? 
that is, of his Angels : when Joel ſpeaks of the heathens gathering together ; 


thither, faith he, Lord, cauſe thy mighty ones to come down *. A whole {quadron « 54 2, ic, 


of them (hall attead upon a gracious man according to the circumſtances he is 
involved in, Gez- 32. 1, 2. And Jacob went on his way, and the Angels of God 
met him : and when Jacob ſaw them, he ſaid this is Gods hoſt. Regimemts of 
Angcls, encuph to make up an Army ( for ſo Jacob terms them ) met him upon 
the way to f.cure his Brother Eſau, and to encourage him 1n his journey. So 
ſome interpret, 2 Same. 5. 24 the ſound of agoing in the tops of the mulberry» 
trees, The 11:22 of the marching of aBrigade of Angels, with the Lord, in the 
bcad of them, tor the diſcomfiture of David's Enemies 3 thew fb1ll th? Lord go 
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out before thee to ſmite the hoit of the Philiſtznes : And this they do not of their 
own heads, but by the pleaſure of God, not only by a bare will, but a delight, 
Pſal. 103. 21. Bleſs the Lord all ye his hoits, ye Miniſters of his that do his 
pleaſure. WT his choiceſt pleaſure, he delights to ſee this his Militia upon 


ation. 


3. Chriſt hath the governgrent of them to this end for bis Charch. Angels 
are all put in ſubjeftion'to him, Heb. 2. 7, 8. In that he put all in ſubj:Gion 
wnder him, he left nothing that is not put wnder him. He 1s exalted above all 
principality and power, God hath put all things under his feet, and gave him 
to be the head over all things to the Church, Eph. 1.21, 22, all things, even 
principalities and powers are put under his feet, to be commiſſioned and influ- 
enced by him for the good of his Church *; they are ordered by the Spirit 
of Chriſt to this purpoſe, Zach. 1. 10. Thoſe are they whom the Lord hath ſent 
to walk to and fro through the Exrth. They are his faithful meſlengers diſ- 
patcht into the World by him, as ſcouts and fpies to take notice of the ſtate 
of the World, and to give him intelligence, and an exa&t account of affairs, 
and v, 11. they give an account to Chriſt, Chriſt is the Head and General of 
them, Co! 2. 10. They are his Hoſt, alwaies in a warlike poſture, with Chriſt 
in the Head of them, Zac. 1. 8. upon their Horſes, which notes readineſs to 
move and ſpeed in motion : And as an Hoſt they are faid to pitch their tents 
round about them that fear him; and are in a continual confli& with the 
evil Angels to prevent their deſigns in the behalf of Chriſt, whom they ac- 
knowledge as their head by their worſhip of him *. Criſt orders them to 
take care to ſeal his Servants in the foreheads, that they may be preſerved in 
the ſtorms which (hall happen in the World at the time of the ruine of the 
Romi(ſh Papacy, Revel. 7. 2,3. An Angel comes that had the ſeal of the living 
God { commiſſtion of God ) ſaying, hurt not the Earth, nor the Sea, nur 
the trees, till w? have ſealed tie Servants of our God in the forebeads. 

4. The great ations which have been done in the World, or ſhall be done for 
the Church, are performed by them. Angels were ſent as expreſles by God 
with his great decrees concerning the revolutions of times *. An Angel was 
fent to Daniel with the meſſage of a Redeemer, and the cleareſt prophecy of 
Chriſt, which the Jews are not able to anſwer to this day, which they moſt 
ſtartle at : Part of the diſcovery of the Revelation to Johx, which is as a ſtand- 
ing Almanack to the Church, was made us by an Angel *. And when by 
the courſe of time thoſe turnings are to happen in the World, the Angels 
muſt have their ſhare of ſervice in them. The Trumpets are ſounded by 
Angels, and the Vials which are filled with the cauſes of ſuch alterations, are 
poured out by the hands of Angels. Some indeed by the Angels there men- 
tioned, underſtand the viſible inſtruments of reformation, nor excluding the 
Angels who are the inviſible Miniſters in the affairs of the World *, 

5. They engage in this work for the Church with delight, They a& as Cods 
Miniſters in his Providence with azunanimous conſent + So that they perform 
their office with the ſame ſwiftneſs, and with the ſame affeQtion, without emu- 
lation, to go one before another, which makes many attions ſucceed il] among 
men ; but they go hand in hand. They do it with aftetion 3 both ia reſp«&& 
of the kind diſpoſition of their natures, and as they are fellow-members of ite 
ſame body,for they are parts of the Church,and of the Heavenly Teraſalem, Heb 12. 
22. Te are come to the Heavenly Jeruſalem,and to an innumerable company of angclr, 
to the general aſſembly and Chureh of the firft born, and therefore aft out of attecti- 
on to that which is a part of their body,as well as out of obedience to their head, 
They do it in reſpet& of their own improvement too, and increaſe of their knows 
ledge ( which is the deſire of all intelleCtual Creatures. ) For they compleat 
their underſtandings by the ſight of the methods of infinite wiſdom in the per- 
fe&ing his gracions deſigns. And it is Gods intent that they ſhould grow in 
the knowledge of his great myſtery by their employment, Eph. 3. 10. To 
the intent that now unto the principa'ities and powers in Heavenly places might 


be lnown by the church the mani fold wiſdom of God, i. e. By the game 
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works of God towards the Church, and in the behalf of it, for the ſecurity 
and growth of the Church, and in the executions of thoſe decrees which as 
inſtruments they are imployed in. For I do not underſtand, how it can be 
meant of the knowledge of Chrilt, for that they know more than the Church 
below can acquaint them with ; for without queſtion they have a clear inſight 
into the offices of Chriſt who is the Head, and whom they are ordered to 
worſhip. They underſtand the aim of his death, and reſutre&ion, and can 
better explain the dark predifions of Scripture, than purblind man can. But 
by obſerving the Methods which God uſes in the accompliſhment of them, they 
become more intelligent,and commence Maſters of knowledg in a higher degree, 
which it is probable is one reaſon of their joy, when 'they ſee Gods infinite 
Wiſdom and Grace in the converſion of a ſinner; without affection to them, 
and their employment about them, they could not rejoice fo much : And their 
rejoicing in their firſt bringing 1n to God, argues their joy in all their empioy- 
ments, which concerns their welfare. | 


2. As all good things, ſo all bad things are ordered by providence for the good Secordl:, 


of the Church. That which in its owa nature ts an injury, by Gods ordering 
puts on the nature of a mercy ; and what is poyſon in it {clf, by the Almighty 
art becoms a Soveraign medicine. Are Gods difpenſations in their own nature 
deſtructive? That wiſe Phyſician knows how to make poyſons work the eff:& 
of purges: Are they ſharp ? It is to humble and purg? the Church > As 
ſhadows ſerve to ſet out the piftures, ſo the darkeſt paiſages of Providence 
are made by God to commend the beauty of thoſe glorious things he works for 
his Church. We may ſee this in 
I. Bad perſons. As, 


I. The Devil. God manageth him for his own glory, and the ſtrengthning of * 144. 8.37, 


Believers *. The Devils defired to enter into the herd of {wine, with an 1n- 
tent, probably, not only to deſtroy the ſwine, but to incenfe the Gadarexs 
again(t him, out of whom they had beea calt, ro do him ſome confiderable mil- 
chick. But what is the iſſue? As they diſcover their malice, ſo they inhance 
the value of Chriſts kindneſs to the diſtreſled man, whom he had freed tram 
this tyranny : Hereby alſo was the Law of God juſtified, in commanding the 
Jews to abltain from Swines Fleſh, which the Gadarers, being Apoſtate Jews, 


* had broken ; he magnified his own power in the routing ſuch a number of 


unclean Spirits, which had not been fo conſpicuous in the turning them out of 
one man, had not this regiment diſcovered themſelves among the Swine, and 
brought ſuch a loſs upon the Gadaurens ; whereby as they ſhewed their own 
ſtrength and malice.ſo they diſcovered occaſionally the greatnels of Chriſts chari- 
ty,and his power over them 3 fo that in granting the malicious petition of this 
exaſperated Legion, the Law of God 1s juſtified, our Saviocurs love glorified, his 
power manifeſted. And a foundation laid for the gaining Profelytes in that 


Country ( to which purpoſe ke left the man he had cured *. ) and to * 7,4. a9 


ſtrengthen the faith of thoſe poor Believers, which then followed him. God 
makes uſe of the Devils by the Soveraignty of Providence, to bring about 
ends unknown to themſelves for all their wiſdom. The malice of the Devil 
again(t Job hath rendered him a ſtanding miracle of patience for ever. They 


are the rulers of the darkneſs of this World *. Not of the light of the World; + Eph. 6. 12, 


they are the rulers of the wicked, and the ſcullions of the Saints, to ſcour 
and cleanſe them. They are the rulers of the World, but ſubordinate to 
ſerve the Providence of God ; wherein God declares his wiſdom by ſerving 
himſelf of the worſt of his Enemies. The Devil thought he had brought 
a total deſtrution upon mankind, when he perſwaded our firſt Parents to 
eat of the forbidden fruit z but the only wiſe God ordered it to bring about 
a greater glory to himſelf, and a more firm ſtability to his people, 1n 1atrodu- 
cing an everlaſting covenant which could not be broken, and eſtabliſhing their 
happineſs upon ſurer terms than it was ſetled in Paradiſe, And afterwards 
in filling the heart of Judas to betray Chriſt, and the hearts of the Jews to 
crucifie him, Even by that way whereby he thought to hinder the good of 
wankind, he occaſionally promotes their perpetual redemption: And I do 
not 
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not much queſtion but thoſe very principles which the Devil had diltilled 
into the Gentile World, of ſhedding humane blood in ſacrifices, for expiation of 
guilt; and the Gods converling with men in humane wayes, and the imagination 
of the interceſſion of Demons for them ; the firſt out of rage againſt mankind, 
and both that and the other to induce them to Idolatry, might facilitate the 
entertainment of Chriſt as the great expiatory facritice, and the receiving of 
him as the Son" of God, though in an humane ſhape, and the belief of his in- 
terceſlion. God over-reaches the Devil, and makes him iaſtrumental tor goog, 
where he deſigns hurt and miſchief. 

2. Wicked men. All the wicked in the mid(t of the Church are for the 
good of it, either for the exerciſe of their grace, or ſecurity of their perſons, 
or intereſt, Pro. 16. 7. When a mans 'ways pleaſe the Lord, He will make his 
enemies to be at peace with him. Sometimes he will incline their hearts in. 
tentionally to favour, or order even their ations againſt them to procure their 
peace, contrary to their intentions. Sometimes God makes them his Sword to 
cut his people, ſometimes Phyſick to purge them, ſometimes Fire to melt and 


refine them, ſometimes Hedges to preſerve them, ſometimes a ranſom to redeem 
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them *, A Traveller makes uſe of the mettle; of a head-(trong Hoſe to. carry 
him to his journeys end. That” wind which would- overtura a little Boat, 
the skilful Pilot makes uſe of to drive his Ship into rhe Harbour, and the Hus- 
bandman to cleanſe his Corn from the Chaff. Though the ends of the workers, 
viz. God and wicked men, are different ; yet the end of the work is but one, 
which is ordered by Gods Soveraign pleaſure. It was promiſed tn the pro - 
miſe of the Goſpel ro the Gentiles, Ger. 9. 27. God ſhall exlarge*Japhet, and 
he ſhall dwell in the tents of Shem, and Canaan ſhall be his ſervugnt. God (hall 
allure J:phet, the Gentiles of Exrope, to dwell in the tents of Shem, and C- 
naar the head of the curſed poſterity, ſhall be Servants to the Church beſide 
their will, and ſometimes agaialt it, by an over-ruling hand. And Chrilt hath 
bought them to be his Servants, 2 Pet. 2. 1. denying the Lord that bought them, 
and therefore hath the diſpoſing of them, whether they voluntarily give up 
themſelves to kim or nv. He 1s #Lord by purchaſe over them, who own him 
not as a Savicur. The hatred of the Churches enemies ſometimes conduceth 
more to her good, than the aficCtions of all her worldly Friends, Now this 
appears, 

. In furthering the Goſpel. The Jews, who ſpeak not of Chriſt among 
themſelves, but with opprobrious terms, have been the exact preſervers of the 
Old Teſtameat, even to the very number of the letters ; wherein Chriſtians 
have ſufficient to confirm them in the belief of Chrilts being the 2e//zah,and 
unanſwerable arguments againſt their adverſaries; Whereupon St. AuStir terms 
them capſarios Eccleſie, ſuch that carry the Books of the Children of great 
menafter them to School. When the Authority of the Revelition was anci- 
ently queſtioned, the Church of Rom? was inſtramental to keep it in the num- 
ber of the Canonical books, not thinking they (ſhould find their own Church 
ſo plainly Deciphered in it, to be the Mother of abominations. To this we 
may refer the a@ion of Ptolemy Philadelphns King of Egypt, in cauſing the 
Scripture to be tran{lated about three hundred years before the coming of 
Chriſt ; through which the Nations * might better.diſcern ( as it were through 
a proſpective glaſs) the. new Star of Jacob ' which was ſhortly to ariſe : 
No doubt but many of the Gertiles by comparing the old Scripture- Pro- 
phecics, which they now could read in the Greek language, might be more 
eaſily induced toan embracing the Goſpel, and ackno wledging Chriſt to 
be the Meſſzeh, when it came to be divulged among them. Herod 1s the caule 
of the conſultation about the place of Chriſts birth ; not for any good-will 
he had to him, whom he intended to murther, but God makes uſe. of this to 
clear up the truth of the prophecy concerning Bethlehem, the place of his 
birth, Mat. 5. 6. Ont of thee ſhall come a Governour that ſhall rule my people 
Iſrael And they certainly were not very good, who preached Chriſt out 
of envy, and propagated the Golpel, wherein Paul rejoyced not in their lin, 


buz in the providential fruit of it, Phil, 1. 15, 18. Some indeed preach Chrift 
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even of envy and ſtrife ; what then! Notwithſtanding every way, whether in 
pretence or truth, Chriſt is preached, and I therein do rejoyce, jea, and will 
TeJojce. 

2. In furthering the temporal good of the Church 3 | 

I. Inits preſervation. Wicked men are often ſerviceable to the Church, as 
the filthy Raven was to holy Ejah, or as the Lyon which would have Ce- 
voured 84mpſor, is a (tore- houſe to provide him food 3 for in his hunger he 
finds a table ſpread in the belly of his Enemy. Pharaoh's delign was to de- 
{troy Iſrael, and the Daughter of that irreconcilable Enemy, is direfted by 
God to preſerve Moſes, who was to be the ruine of her family, the Ceſtructi- 
on of the Egyptian glory, and the Deliverer of the Church. She ſaves 
him out of charity, and God out of a wiſe deſign; She by his Education in 
the Egyptian learning, fits him for the Court, and God for the deliverance 
of his Church. Egypt had corn to relieve firſt Abrahaw *, afterward Jacob 1n 
a time of. famine z the family wherein the Church of God was only then * Ge». 16. 12, 
bound up. Herod lies in wait for Chriſts deſtruction, and Egypr, the moſt 
Idolatrous Country in the World, and an ancient Enemy to Guds Church, 
affords him ſhelter. God makes Azoab to hide his ,out-caſts, and be their 
covert from the face of the ſpoiler *. Some think, Gods deſign in ſending Fo- *1/. 16.3. 4, 
neh to Nineveh, to work lo remarkable a change by repentance, was to lof- 
ten ſome of their hearts, and the hearts of their poſterity, to deal more ten- 
deriy with thoſe gracious Iſraelites, who in the captivity of the ten Tribes, 
ſome years after, ſhould be their gueſts. God making thereby proviſion for 
his own peoplc in that common judgment which (ſhould come upon the Nati- 
on. This God doth ſometimes by reviving the law of nature, and the com- 
mon ſentiments of Religion in the hearts of natural men; whereby their own 
conſciences bearing witneſs to the innocency and excellency of the Church 
of God, put them upon thoughts for its ſecurity. Sometimes it 1s above 
heir own Sphere, and beſides their cwa intentions, The Whale waich 
{wallowed Jorah, intended him as amorſeT to quell his hunger, but proves his 
ſecurity, 2nd diſgorgeth him upon the ſhoar : They underſtand their own aim, 
but not the defiga of God. The Leech that ſucks the Patients blood, 
knows not the Chyrurgeons deſign, whouſcthit for the cure of a diſeale. Some- 
times their rage proves their own ruine, and the Churches ſafety ; as the 
Leech burſts it (If ſometimes, and ſaves the Patient. The very Earth, whereby 1s 
meant the carnalworld, is faid to help the Womaa,the Church, by ſwallowing up 
the flood which the Dragon caſts out of his mouth againſt her *. Juſt as the old *3e:47 12.16 
rags were the inſtruments whereby Jerezzz4þ was drawn out of the Dungeon. 

2, In the advancement of the Church, or perſons eminent. Abner had a Plot 
for bringing J1ſrael to David's Scepter, which concurred both with Gods pur- 
poſe and promites, but ſprung from an ill cauſe, a diſdain to be checked b&y 1/h- 
boſheth, though his King, for an unjuſtifiable at, for having too much fami- 
liarity with one of $4»/s Concubines *. And from this animoſity he contrives ,, Oe RF 
the depoſing of 7hboſheth, and the exaltation of Dazid 5 yet difſembles the ,, 8, 5 :-. 
ground, and pretends the promiſe of God to David, v. 18. For the Lord hath 
ſpoken of David, by the hand of my ſervant David 1 will ſave my people Iſrael 
out of the hand of the Philiflines. Ne is the firſt Engine that moves in this 
buſineſs, and by him and his correſpendents after his death, v. 17. the bu- 
ſineſs is brought about by Gods over-ruling hand, wherein Gods promiſe is 
accompliſhed, and David a type of Chriſt, and the great Champion for the 
Church agaiſlt its enemies round about, is advanced. Very remarkable is the 
advanczment of Mordecaz, in order to the advancing the Jews as well as pre- 
ſerving them, when the necks of all the viſible Church God had in the World, 
were upon the block. Hamar ignorantly is the cauſe of this preferment of 
Mordecaj, and at that time too, when he came to petition for his death, E/{ber 
6. 4. He was come to ſpeak to the King to hang Mordecai upon the Gallows 
which he had prepared for him : The King asks him, what ſhould be done to 
the man whom the King delights to honour, »v. 16. He tmagaineth that the 
Kings queſtion did reſpeR himſelf, lays out a Scheme of what honour ” Was 
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ambitious of, v. 8, 9. which was by the King deligned for Mordecai, and Ha- 
z:an made the Herald to prociaim him : Here Hemay, not only a wicked man 
in himſelf, but the greateſt Enemy Mordecaz and the whole Church of God 
had, is made unwittingly an inſtrument to exalt Aordecaz, and in him the whole 
Church of God. 

3. In enriching the Church, or ſome perſons in it, whereby it may become more 
ſerviceable to God. How wonderful was it, that when the 7/7aelites were 
abominated by the Egyptiazs, God ſhould fo order their hearts, that the pgyp. 

* Exo4.12.35, tzans ſhould lend them Gold and Jewels *, and diſmiſs them with wealth 
36. as well as ſafety ; and not ſo much-as one perſon moleſt them, till they arrived 
at the Red Sca? The very gain and honour of the Enemies is ſometimes con. 
ſecrated to the Lord of the whole Earth, Adicah 4. 13. Ariſe and threſh, oh 
Danghter of Sion, T will make thy born Iron, and thou fhall beat in pieces many 
People, and I will conſecrate their gain unto the Lord, and their ſubſtance to 
the Lord of the whole Earth: This was when many Nations were gathered 
againſt $502, v, 11. the wealth of the Sinner 1s laid up for the juſt, Pro. 13. 
22. And God ſometimes makes the wicked unwittingly to themſelves, in their 
carking, be the faCtors for good men, into whoſe lap Providence pours the 
fruit of their labour. God gave Cyrzs the ſpoils of Babyloz, and the treaſures 
of Lreſus, to enable him to furniſh the Jews with materials for building the 
Ia. 45-3, 4 Temple 1/a. 45. 3, 4+ and I will give thee the treaſure of darkneſs, and hidden: 
riches of ſecret places, ( ſpeaking of Cyrus ) that thow mayeſt know, that I the 
Lord which call thee by thy Name, am the God of Iſrael, for Jacob my Servants 
ſake, &e. That he might acknowledge him the God of Iſrael, and lay his 
wealth out in the ſervice of God, and the ſervice of Jacob his ſervant. 
' 2. As bad perſons, ſo bad things are ordered to the good of the Church, whe- 
ther they be ſinful evils, or affli@zve. 

I. $7. 

1. A mans own ſin. Oneſimus rans from his Maſter, and finds a ſpiritual 

* Phil, 10.12, Father 3 his being a runnagate, 1s the occaſion of his being a convert. By 

16, flying from his Maſter, he becomes a Brother in the Lord *. What Joſeph's 

| brethera finfully intended for revenge againſt their brother, and ſecurity 
from their Fathers checks, (* who acquainted Jacob with their miſcarriages ) 
God ordered for the prelervation of them who were the only viſible Church 
in the World. Their fic againſt their Brother, contrary both to their intenti- 
ons and expectations, became the means of their ſafety. God makes the re- 
mainders of fin in a good man, an occaſion to exerciſe his grace, diſcover his 
ſtrength, and ſhew his loyalty to God. 

2. Other ment ſins. That might be in Sarah but a heady paſſion, for hear- 
ing her Son mocked by 7Þmael, that made her ſo deſirous to have the bond- 

* Gen.21, 10. Woman and her firſt ſon thruſt out *%z but God makes uſe of it to make a ſe- 
paration between J/aac the heir of the Covenant, and 71/»:ael, that he might 


"IM not be corrupted by any evil example from him: God orders Abraham to 
hcarken to ker voice, becauſe in 1ſaac his ſeed ſhould be called *: And the 
revengeful threatning of Eſ/a# was the occalion of Jacob's flight, whereby he 

* Gen. 27.43, Ws hindred from marrying with any of the people of the Land, by whom 
45s. ©” he might have been induced to Idolatry *. Why ſhould we miſtruſt that God 


that can make uſe of the Luſts of men to bring about his own gracious pur- 
oles? 
f 2. Commotions in the World, There is the eye of God, that eye which 
runs to and fro throughout the whole Earth in the Wheels of worldly mo- 
tions, even in the moſt dreadful Providences ia the World, that ſtare upon men 
+ Ezek. 1.18 with a grim countenance *. All the overturnings in the World are ſubſervient 
the wings tothe Churches intereſt, though they are not viſibly fo, unleſs diligently at- 
were dreadf-l, tended *. God orders the confuſions of the World, and is in the midſt of 
— the tumults of the people, Pſal. 29. 1o, 11. The Lord fits upon the floud, yea, 
full of eyes. the Lord ſits King for ever, the Lord will give ſtrength to his people, the Lord 
* Broughton will bleſs his people with peace. He fits upon the floud as a Charioteer in 
——_ ” his Chariot, guiding it with holy and merciful intentions to his people, to 
give 
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give them both ſtrength and peace in the midſt of them, and as the iſſue of 
them. By Water and Floods is frequently meant tumults and confuſions in 
the World. If it were not ſo, why ſhould our Saviour encourage his Diſ. 
ciples and all their Succeſſors in the ſame profeſſion, to lift up their heads 
when they hear of wars, if their redemption * were not deſigned by God in * Luk 21.25 
them? they are all teſtimonies of the nearer approaches of Chriſt in power and ** #7: #5: 
glory to judge the Earth, and glorifie his people. Gods great end in the ſhak. 
ing of Nations, is the performing thoſe gracious promiſes to his Church which 
yet remein unaccompliſht: Theſe earthquakes in the World, will bring Hea- 
ven to the Church. The great revolutions in the Eaſtern part of the world, 
the ruine of the Bebilonian Empire, the erecting the Perſian, and all the means 
whereby it was brought abaut, God ordered, God foretold, God dire&ed 
for Je-obs ſervice. Cyrus led by ambition, levies an army againſt Babylon; 
yet though he was a ravenous Bird, he was to execute the Counſel of God 
Iſa. 46. 11. calling a ravenous bird from the eaſt, the man that executeth wy 
Counſel, to be an inſtrument for the delivery of the captiv'd Jews, and the res 
ſtorer of the ruin'd Temple. He had called him out by name to make a great 
revolution of the World, He foretold by his Prophet 1ſaiah many years be- 
fore, the means he ſhould uſe in the. ſiege of Z34bzloz to attain the victory, the 
very dividing Exphrates, which was the great confidence of the Babylonian, 
Iſa. 4.4. 27. that ſay to the deep be dry, and I will dry up the rivers; where. 
by it was as it were dried up for them to pals over the very opening of the 
garcs,F/x 45. 1. ard the gates ſhall not be ſhut 5 the Babylonians 10 a preſumptuous 
ſecurity had left them open, thinking it impoſſible the City could be taken, 
becauſe of the River Euphrates, I will go before thee, and make the crooked pla- 
cos firazght 3 and what was the end of that great revolution and motion in that 
part of the World ? Sce 1/2. 45. 4. For Jicob my Servants ſake, and Tſracl 
mine ele, T have even called thee by thy name + This prophecy was, when Je- 
r#ſalem aad the Temple were ſtanding. God caſts about long before his peo- 
ple needs, for their welfare in the great revolutions and changes of the World. 
In 7/z. 44- 28. that ſuith of Cyrus, he is my Shepherd, and ſhall perform all 
my pleaſure, even ſaying to Jeruſalem, thou ſhalt be built ; and to the Temple, thy 
foundation ſhall be laid. Cyrus had no knowledge of this end of God, though 
thou haſi not known me, Iſa. 45, 4, 5: twice repeated, Cyrus did not know 
God, ncither did he know Gods end: he ads his own purpoſes, and is aCted by 
God to higher purpoſes than he underſtood. In all the fiftings of Nations, 
and ſifting the Church among the Nations, as Corn is ſifted in a Sieve, God 
Getigns not the deltruCtion of his people, but the cleanling them, the ſeparating the 
flower from the bran. 

2. Deſirozing judgments, jea, and the very curſes ſometimes are turned in- 


to bleſſings. : 
Deſtro;ing judgments. The delolation of the Jews was not only in order 
to the fulfilling Gods truth in his threatnings, but uſeful for the great Goſpel 
deſign 3 the fall of the Jews was the calling of the Gentiles, Row. 11. 11, 12. 
Through their fall Saluation is come unto the Gentiles: And alſo their fall and 
diſperlion among the Gentzles, was prophefied of as the occaſion of their re- 
turn to God, Ezek. 20. 36, 37. like as Ipleaded with your Fathers in the Wil- 
derneſs, ſo will 1plead with you, and cau(e you to paſe under the rod, «nd bring 
you into the boud of the covenant z when they are in the Wilderneſs of Capti- 
vity, then God (hall plead with them, and make them to paſs under the rod of 
propriety, and bring them into Covenant. The like alſo is propheſjed of that 
Captivity of the ten Tribes to this day not known where they are, Hoſe 2.4, 
14. The time of Gods ſpeaking kindly to her, ſhould be in the Wilderneſs, and cords. 
then 1 will give her the valley of Achor for a door of hope. No queſtion but *heir anger for 
God hath performed his promiſe, and brought many of the poſterity of the ten tc yo" 10 


. Tribes into the Church among the Maſs of the Gertzles, among whom they were wrarh, for i: 
was cruel, 


Giſperied, | will divide 
Cxrſes ſometimes, as God orders them, prove bleflings. The curſe of inſpir'd :hen in facet. 
- Jacob upon Levi *, was the advantage both of Levi and the 7/raelites z that _ to : 
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him fitter to ſucceed him in the Throne, a 


they were diſperſed among the ſeveral Tribes without any univerlal cohabitation 
as the reſt, was a curſe: But that they ſhould be the inſtructors of the people 
in the matters of the Law, was an honour God put upoa the head of that Tribe, 
and a publick bleſſing to the people. : 

4. Diviſions in the Church. .One would think this of all other things ſhould 
ſhake the foundation of it; yet God orders even theſe to the good of the 
Church. Paxl and Barrabas, two great Apoſtles, fel] out *. The contention comes 
to be very ſharp, a thing naturally of very ill conſequence, in two of the prime 
guides of Chriſtianity, and at the laying the fiſt foundation of itz but the 
Goſpel gains ground : One ſails to Cyprus, and the other travels into Syria.Per- 
haps had not this quarrel been between them, and they thus disjoynted from 
one another, ſome of thoſe poor Souls had never, or at leaſt not (o ſoon, have 
heard of the Goſpel-mercy:. 

5. Perſccutions. Theſe naturally tend to the diſſolution and utter extirpa- 
tion of it, but God orders them otherwiſe. God doth often lay the Scene 
of his amazing Providences ia very diſmal afti.Ctioas + As the Limaer firſt puts 
on the dusky colours, on which he intends to draw the portraiture of ſome 
illuſtrious beauty. The Oppreſſion' of Iſrael immediately betore their Del1- 
verance, was the dusky colour whereupon God drew .thoſe gracious liacs of 
their Salvation from Ep ype, the pattern of 8ll the after Deliverances of the 
Church in all Ages, and a Type of our Spiritual Redemption by Chrſt. The 
Humiliation, Perſecution and Death of the Son of Ged, was the dusky colour 
upon which God drew that amazing piece of Divine Love and Wiſdome in 
mans ſalvation, which the eyes of Saints and Angels will be fix'd on with ra- 
viſhing admirations to all Eternity. All Aflictions in the World, which God 
doth exerciſe the Church with, are parts of his Provideace, and like mourn- 
ful Notes in Muſick, which make the melody of the Tune more pleaſant, and 
ſet off thoſe ſweeter Aires which follow upon them. Affiictions here, cauſe 
the joys of Heaven to appear more glorious in the eyes of glorified Saints, 
The Perſccutions of the Martyrs did but heighten their Graces, ſend them to 
the place of Reſt, and enlarge their Robes of Glory. God many times ſaves 
his People by ſufteriog;, and brings them to the ſhore upon the planks of a 
broken ſhip, and mkes that which was the occaſion of their loſs, to be a means 
of their ſafety ; they ſometimes evidence that which they would dcftroy. 
Herods Murdering the Children to deſtoy him that was born King of the Jews, 
made his Birth more Conſpicuous in the World : ſnufting the Candle makes 
it burn the clearer. 

They ſometimes make, 

I. To the improvement of the Church, One of the foreſt Judgments God 
brought upon the Jewiſh Church, is exprelly aſſerted by God to be for their 
good ; Jer. 24. 5. peaking of the Captiv'd Jews, Whew 1 have ſ.nt ont of 
tis place into the 'and of the Chaldeans for their good The Chaldeans had 
over-run their Land, carried them Captives, made them Slaves, deltroyed the 
Temple ; yet God tells them this was for their good, when there was no Pre- 
ſent appearance of any good in it. It ſhould be good in reſpe& of Gods Fa- 
vour towards them, which retired to return with the greater force; ver. 6. 7 
will ſet mine eyes upon them ſor good, I will build them, and not pull them dow : 
God will give them a more durable ſettlement. In re{peGt allo of that frame 
of heart they ſhould have toward God; their knowledge of him, and cleay- 
ing to him. ver. 7. 1 will give them a heart to know me. and they ſhall return to 
me with their whole heart : God had but a moyety of their hearts before, but 
then he ſhoald have the whole. And indeed it was remarkably for their good; 
tor they who before were addifted to Idolatry, were never guilty ot the lame 
fin after : And God kept them from being drawn away to it by the example 
and ſolicitiation of thoſe among whom they were. The Church grows by tears, 
and withers by ſmiles. Gods Vine thrives the better for pruning. God makes 
our Perſecutions fir us for that for which we are perſecuted, As Saul by his 
perſecution of Davzd for the Tule God had _m—_ him to the Kingdom, wade 
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uſes perſecutors as lances, which whiles they wound us, let out the purulent 
and oppreſiive matter; and makes them inſtruments of his Providence to work 
out his Peoples Happineſs, and thus makes the very wrath of man to be an oc- 
calion of his Peoples Praiſe ; Pſal. 76. 10. The wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee. 
God doth in this as a Father deals with his Son, ſends him to a ſharp ſchool, 
that he may be Trained up in Learning. 
2. In the increaſe of th: Church, The Jews Crucified our Saviour to dimi- 
niſh the multitude of his followers, and by this means the number is increaſed. 
The whole World runs after him by that means they uſed to (top their Courſe; 
which Chriſt fore-told, that when he was lifted up he ſhould draw all mea after 
him; And that agrain of Cora brings not forth more ſced, ualeſs- it be caſt 
into the ground, and dye. 
1. In the increaſe of it within its own bounds, When the Traelites were 
moſt oppreſt in Fgypr, the more they multiplied *®, When the Dragons fury did * Exod. r. 20. 
moſt ſwell againſt the Woman, ſhe brought forth a Man-child *. When the Ro- * g,,, ;2. c, 
man Empire was at the higheſt, and was moſt enflam'd with Anger againſt the 3, 4 
Chriſtians : When the Learning of the Philoſophers, the Witchcraits of 
Hereticks, the Power of the Emperors, and the Strength of the whole World 
was ſet againſt rhem, the Chriſtians grew more flouriſhing and numerous by 
thoſe very means which were uſed to deſtroy them. Not only a new (ucceſſi- 
on of Suints ſprung up from the Martyrs Aſhes, but their Flames were the oc- 
caſion of warming ſome ſo much with a Heavenly fire, that fome Perſecutors 
have become Preachers. Their very bonds for the Truth have ſometimes a (e- 
min] Vertue in them to beget men to Faith in Chriſt. Phzl. 1. 12. The things 
whic) hav: happined unto me, have fallen out rather to the furtherance of the 
Goſp-l. 
In the increaſe of it in other parts. Pauls Priſon made his Preaching Fa- 
mous 1n Xom?, and was ai occaſion of bringing Chriſtianity into Nero's Court, 
that Mnftcr of Mankind *; one might have looked for Saints in Hell as foon « pj, ,, 
his bonds were as great a confirmation of the Truth of his Dodriae, as his Elo-. Phil. 4. 22. 
quence. When Saul made havock of the Church, and by that ſtorm diſperſed 
the Chriſtans. they hike ſo many grains of Cora ſcattered in ſeveral parts of 
a greater Field, produced the greater Harveſt. A@&s 8. 3, 4. Therefore they 
that were ſcattered 4br-ad, went every where preaching the Word. As Clouds 
ſcatterea by the Winds, they Rain'd down the Goſpel in ſeveral Quarters. 
The Jews when {catered 1n their ſeveral flights, did ſcatter among the Heathen 
the Notions of the true Religion. When they ſhall go down to Egypt to ſe- 
cure themſelves from Sena: heribs Invaſion, they ſhall be a means to mike many 
Convercs among that Idolatrous Nation. 7/2. 19. 18. 1 that day ( the day 
of the Jews Trouble) ſb ll five Cities in the land of Egypt ſpeak, the Language 
of Canaan, and ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts: fo one expounds it, but I rather 
think it meant oft the times of the Goſpel, The flight of the »/rael:tes ſhall be 
the occafion of ſome Egyptians Converſion. A poor Slave in Naamins Family 
was an occaſion both ot the cure of his Body, and of that of his Soul ; 2 Kings 
5- 2, 3, 17. So much for the firit Reaſon, drawa from an enumeration of 
things. 
ks z To prove that all Providence is for the good of the Church; is, Secondly. 
Becearſe Gd hath ſometimes preferred Mercy to the Church, and Care of it, above 
his own concernments of Juſtice. He values his Mercy to them, above his Ju - 
ſtice upon his Enemies. He conſults their ſafety before he brings ruin upon 
the Wicked whoſe fins are full. He firſt prepared the Ark for Noah, and ſees 
him lodged 1n it, before he begins to ſhower dowadeſtrutioa upon the World, 
He hath ſometimes puniſhed a Nation more for their Otfences againſt his Peo- 
ple,than their Sins againſt himſelf. Azzalek was guilty of many Idolatries and other 
ſins againſt God; but God chargeth none of them upon them, bur their mali- 
cious hindring the 1ſraelites in their March to Canaar, 1 Sm. 15. 2. Thus 
ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, T remember that which Amalek, did to 1ſrael, how he laid 
wait for him in the way when he came wp from Egypt. He \hews his love to them, 
and how much he values them, that when he is aCting Juſtice, and pouring out 
his 
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his Wrath, when he is( as it were ) cutting and ſlaſhing on all ſides, and is in 
fury with wicked Men, he hath nothing but ſweetneſs and tenderneſ towards 
his own. Amos 9. 9, 10. inthe lifting of 7/rael and the Nations, Nox the [e1l 
grain ſhall fall upon the earth. All the ſinners of my people ſhall dye by the ſword. 
While he thunders out his Fury upon wicked Men, he hath his Fyes upon the 
leaſt grain of the-true 7/7ae/. What would it be for God, when he is railing 
the Glory of his Juſtice upoa the People that have provoked him, not to re- 
gard the concernments of - this, or that, or many fincere Souls, but put no ſtop 
to his Fury 2? Yet he doth, not a grain ſhall periſh. He is more deſirous t9 
hear of the preſervation and welfare of a few Righteous, than of the juſt pun- 
iſhment of the Wicked wherein his Juſtice is gloriouſly interefſed. The Man 
clothed with Linnen, that was to mark the Mourners, return'd to God, and gave 

* Ezck, 9. 11, AN account that he had done according to his Command *; the other five, 
which were to kill, returned not to give any account of their ſgvere and ſharp 
proceedings. The Angels that held the four Winds of the Earth, Aev. 7. x. 
which ſome underſtand of Wars and Commotions in the World for the over- 
throw of the Komiſh power, were ordered not to let the Winds go, till the ſer- 
vants of God were fcalcd in their Foreheads. 

3. Reaſon ; God takes particular notice of the meaneſt of his people, and nnich- 
tily condeſcends to them, ennuch more of the church. 'Tis ſtrange to conlider 
that the Scripture mentions none of thoſe great Potentates among the Heathen, 
but either as they were inſtruments of his Peoples good, or executioners of 
his Juſtice upon them, or ſubjeRs of his Peoples Triumph. eyrxs and Darin; 
are mentioned as their friends 3 Nebuchadnezzar, and Senacherjb, and others, as 

* Gen. 14, 9, Gods inſtruments in ſcourging them .* Chedorlaomer and the other Kings with 
10. him, as they were the ſubjets of Abrahams Valour and Triumph. He takes 
no notice of the Names of any in his Word, but upon ſuch Accounts : Cyrys 

and Nebuchadnezzar had done, no doubt, many ations before, but none taken 

notice of but thoſe : But he takes notice of the meaneſt wherein was Grace, 

*Revet i» Gen. and the meaneſt of their concerns and aftions *. Re mentions in his Word 
ex1ent. 129+ Jacob's Flocks, &c. things of no great moment ; the aQions, ſpeeches, geſtures 
of his People, to ſhew how his Providence wrought for them, and how much 

heis concern'd in the leaſt of their Afﬀairs, But the great Empires of the World, 

their Original and Progreſs, and the magnified Founders of them, he ſpeaks 

not of, but as they have ſome relation or other to his People. As welove to 

uſe the names of our Friends, ſo doth God love the relliſh of the names of his 

* G:n.7. Gen. ſervants. The name of Noah is repeated ſeveral times, as the Jews obſerve *, 
thee A The Spirit of God loves the very mention of their names : he delights to dwell 
_ upon the Catalogue of their names. The Scripture uſes to reckon the Genea-« 

logies of wicked Men in ſhort characters. Cairns Generation is numbred in 

+». 7. 17, baſte, as if God had no care at all of them *, he puts them off with a kind 
18, ' of &c. But he inſiſts much upon the Generation of the Godly. Serhs Poſte- 
rity are written in a large fcroul, and more legible hand *, with the number 
of the years which they lived ; which in Cazzs Poſterity there 1s no notice taken 
of, His whole Reſped, his Heart, his Eye, his All is fixed upon them. And 
Chriſt himſelf ſtands more aſtoniſhed, and wondring at the Faith of the Cen- 
turian, the importunity of the canaanitiſh Woman 3 condeſcends to them to 
grant them what they would have. You never find him taking noticeof the 
Learning of the Rabbies, the Magnificence of Herod, or the glorious Building 
of the Temple. Sec how condeſcending God 1s, to work a Miracle for the ſup- 
port and ſtrengthning of a weak Faith, and the peeviſh diſtruſt of his People. 
* 7ude. 6. 26. Gideons Faith was weak, yet how compaſſionate is God towards him *, in or - 
&c. He would 'dering his Providence as Gideon would have it, without upbraiding him z juſt 
—_ as atender Mother cheriſhes a weak Child? And this Miracle was 1n order to 
anther time the Churches Deliverance from a preſent oppreſſive Enemy. Certainly when 
_— _— we find God taking care and oxglering even the very Pins, Snuffers and Baſins 
tbemin all, of the Temple, the place of his Worlhip, as well as the more. ſtately Orna- 
ments of it 5 we may, ſay, doth his Care extend to the meaneſt Utenſils in his 

Temple, and not much more ta the Worſkippers in it ? Doth he give _— 

Or 
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for the Cai:dleſticks, and will he not have much more care of the lights in them ? 
His care to the 1-aſt, implies his care of the greateſt too. In a building, the 
little ſtones mnſt be well laid, as well 2s the greateſt. Every Believer is a {tone 
in the Spiritual building. 

4. Reaſon, God reveals often to his people what he will do in the World, as if 
be ſeemed to arhtheir advice, and therefore ſurely all his Providences ſhell work 
for their good. God would not ſurely acquaint them, and adviſe with them 
what he ſhould do, did he intend todo any thing to their hurt. There i; 
not any thing-in the heart of Chriſt wherein the Church is concerned, but he 
doth reveal it to them, John I5. 5.7 have called yon friends; for all things i 
have heard of my Father, T have made known to you ; he diſcovered all to them, 
the ends of his coming, his Fathers love, his death and reſurredtion, what he 
would do after his aſcenſion, the progreſs of his affairs, and the glory of Hea- 
ven, and the end of all. John muſt be the Pen-man of the Revelation, which 
concerned the future ſtate of the Church in all ages. Joſeph muſt know the 
interpretation of dreams in order tothe Churches preſervation. Aoſes muſt 
be acquainted with Gods methods in the 7rae/ties deliverance, with the 
Egyptians ruine. Daniel muſt know the future (ſtate of the Eaſterr parts of Dar. ro. :t, 
the World ; he muſt know the turnings of the times, and the end of the World. 19, 20. 
*Tis to Noah, and none elſe, that he immediately diſcovers his intended de- 
ſtruction of the World. And all thoſe revelations ended in his peoples ad- 
vantage 3 nay, he doth not only reveal, but, asit were, confult with him in his 
affairs. God doth as it were unboſom himſelf to Abrahazy, as one friend to 
another, as it were, adviſeth with him concerning his intention on Sodows, Ger. 
18. 17. And the Lord ſaid, ſhall Thide from Abraham the thing which Ido? 3. e. 
I will by no means do it,it will not confiſt with my Love and Friendſhip to him, 
to hide any thing from him. And ſee the reaſon of it, v. 18. Seeing that 
Abraham ſhall ſurely become a great and mighty Nution, and all the Nations of 
the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him. It was firlt his great aft-Ction to him, becauſe 
he had advanced him, and promiſed that a mighty Nation ſhould ſpring out 
of his Loyns. And he had not withheld from him the ſecret of giving the 
Meſſias, which was a univerſal blefiing, and ſo many ages were to run out, be- 
fore it was to be accompliſht 3 he had diſcovered to him his aCts of mercy, 
and therefore would not hide from him his a&ts of juſtice z he would know 
his mind in it, and what he thought of it. And you know the ſtory, how God 
regulated himſelt by Abraham's prayer, and denyed him nothing, till Abrahan 
Ictt off fuing any more. It would make one conjecture, that if Abraham had , "yy 
proceeded farther, he had quite diverted the judgment from Sodow. And when Rags 5 Þ 
the 1/raelites had provoked God by a Golden Calf, he would not do any thing £4 /-:4 -» 
againſt them, till he had conſulted 24ſes, and therefore lays the whole caſe Foe Apna 
betore him, and ſeeks to take him off from pleading with the _ and pro- ple,ard behold 
miſing to make of him a great Nation *, and in ſuch terms, that' one would Fe «ſtaff 
wonder at. Now therefore let me alone; As if God did fear. Moſes's interpo mv :h:-cf re 
ſition would prevent him, and diſſwade him from it. Do not you ſtand in # » 4-4 | 
the way 3 my wrath will cool, if you interpoſe your ſelf; as much as to foy, ,7, 12? 
God could not do it, unleſs Moſes gave his conſent : Moſes would not be quict, againſt thern. 
but. pleads the Providences of God which had been all for him, the promiſe 
of God made to Abraham concerning them, And he would not leave, till 
God repented of the evil which he thought to do unto his People, v. 14. If 
Angels, as Calvin faith, are Gods Counſellors 1n Heaven, Bclievers are (as it 
were) his Counſellors on Earth. 

5. God has given the choiceit things be hath to his people ; He hath given 
his Law. The Church is the Sphere wherein the light ot the Goſpel is fixed, 
| and whereia it ſhines, from whence its beams do dart out to others. 7/a. 2. 
3- out of 8ion ſhall go forth the Law. The oracles of God, the great things 
of the Law, as it is phraſed, Hoſea 8. 12. his Covenant, and the counſel of 
his will, are intruſted with the Church. Now this being a mercy which ex- 
ceeds all other things in the World, is therefore comprehenſive of all other, 
as. the greater comprehends the lefler. And the Pſalmzſt conſiders it as the 
top- 
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top (tone of all blefſings ; for after ſumming up the Providences'of God, he 
ſhews how God had diſtinguiſhed Jacob by more eminent marks of his fayour, 
Pſal. 147. 19, 20. He ſhews his word to Jacob, his Statutes and his judgments un 
to Iſrael, he hath not dealt ſo with any Nation 5 he hath not lett fo rich a Le. 
g4Cy to any, or given any ſo much of his heart. Others are ordered by the 
word of his power ( for that is meant by word in the foregoing verſe ); but 
Jacob hath the word of his grac2 too: And this being the choiceſt piece of 
afeCtion which God hath ſhewed to the Church, implies the making all leſſer 
Providences ſubſervient to it. The Church, wherein God hath laid up his 
Goſpel, and thoſe Souls which are as the Ark, wherein God hath depoſited 
his Law, ſhall be ſhadowed with the wings of his merciful Providence, in 
a perpetual ſucceſſion of all true — All the Provideaces of God are 
to preſerve his Law in the World ; his fevereſt judgments are to quicken up 
the Law of nature in men that kaow no other, and the Law of his Goſpel in 
Ten 1 an under it. And he hath given Chriſt to his Church, and thereby 
hath given an earneſt, that (till their good ſhall be promoted : *Tis not to be 
thought, that God will ſpare any thing elſe, when he hath givea them his Son. 

The Second thing. It muſt needs be that all providences is for the good 
of the Church. 

1. All the providence of God is for the glorifying hisgrace in Chriſt.The whole 
O:conomy or diſpenſation of the fulneſs of time,to the latter ages of the world, 
is for the gathering all things togetherin him, Zph. 1. 10. that in the aiſperſation 
of the ſulneſs of time he might gatber together in one all things in Chriſt, both 
which are in Heaven, and which are on Earth, even in him.i [n him as their head. 
This was the deſigain all his diſpenſations, both before his coming, and fince, ever 
ſince the promiſe made to Adazz, though it be more manifeſt in the latter Age. 
This the Apoſtle repreſents as the main purpoſe of God, v. 9. This was the 
myſtery cf his will, which accordingly to his good pleaſure he had purpoſed in 
himſelf, that is, purpoſed in himſelf as a thing he was mightily pleaſed with ; 
and vr. 11, faith he, he works all things after, or *47*, according to the counſel 
of his own will, or of that purpoſe which he had purpoſed in himſelf, to gather 
all things in one, ia Chriſt. All the things that God ads, are referred to this 
«as their end, ard ordered by this Counſel as their rule. As it was the deſign 
of Gods Providence to make way for Chriſts entrance into the World, and all 
the prophecies in the old Teſtament tended to the diſcovery of it; fo fiace 


the coming of Chriſt, the end of all is to advance him in reſpect of his head. 


ſhip, Epb. 1. 22, 23- and hath put all things under his feet, ard grve him to be 
the head over all things to the Church, which is his body, the fulneſs of him that 
ft ls all in all. God would advance Chriſt to the highelt pitch, v. 21. far 
above all principality and power, both in this World, and in the World to 
come; and there is ſtill a fulneſs wanting to Chriſt to compleat him, - not 
any perſonal fulneſ-, but a fulneſs belonging to him as Head, which is the ad- 
vancement God defigns him. He is already advanced above all principality 
and power. He is already given as a Head to the Church; but the com- 
pleatncfs of it is not till all his members be perfeQed, to which all his pro- 
vidences in the World doth ultimately tend : Therefore if the deſign of God 
be to honour Chriſt, and if the ſpiritual happineſs of the Church be part of 
that Glory and Fulaeſs of Chriſt, it muſt needs be carried on by God, elſe 
hc will want part of his eompleatneſs as a Head : But this ſhall not be wanting, 
ſince, as a!: things are ſquared according to that Counſel of glorifying Chriſt 
as Hed, fo all things are ated for believers by that power whereby he raiſed 
Chriſt trom the grave to be their Head, which power is the Copy according 
to Which all a&ts which reſpe& the Church, are framed, 2. 19. and what is the 
exceeding greatneſs of his power to us ward, who believe according to the work- 
ing of his mighty power, which be wrought in LErift when he raiſed him np fron 
the dead. God intended the good of the Church, 1a this very a& of glority- 
ing Chriſt, for he is made the head over all things to the Church. As if God 
then had preſcribed him that order, that the glory he gave him ſhould be aiſo 
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b:1t Head of the Church: All things are under hts feet, but are not his members; 
He is Head over all things to the Church, and therefore to every member of 
the Church, the leaſt as well as the greateſt; and to the whole Church, even 
that part of it which is on Earth, as well as that part which is in Heaven, 
who are compleated, This Church is the fulneſs of Chriſt ; he would be bo- 
dyleſs without it : therefore ſince Chriſt will be a head without a body, if the 
Church be not preſerved; in order to the preſervation of it, all things muſt 
neccſ[arily concur by the wiſe diſpoſal of affairs. Therefore fince they are 
travelling to be where their head is, he having the government of the Warld, 
will make all things contribute aſliſtance to them in their journey ; that Chriſt 
may have that compleatneſs of glory, which God intends him, he expreſly tells 
his Father, Jobs 17. 10. that he is glorifjed in bis people *. And at the found *754 17. ro 
of the ſeventh Trumpet, the Kingdoms of this world are to become the King- 414d 1 am glo- 
doms of the Lord and of bis (hriit, and he ſhall reign for ever and ever *. Now wa a 
fince all the motions in the World, are, that the Kingdoms of the World may he's 
become the Kingdoms of his Chriſt, peculiarly his, as being anointed King by 
| him: It muſt needs be, that all things muſt be ſubſervient one time or other to 
; this end, wherein the good of his people doth confiſt 5 otherwiſe they would 
| not bleſs God fo highly for it as they do *. We give thee thanks, O Lord God * geuil.1s.t 
almighty, beciuſe thou haſt taken to thee thy great power,and haſt reigned. Andwhere 
there 1s a reſiitance of this glory of Chriſt, 1t 1s a natural effect of that decree 
whereby Chriſt is conſtituted King, that the refiſters ſhould be broken in pie- 
ces, and daſht like a Potters veſle), Pal 2. 6, 9g. and the iſſue of all is the 
bleſſedneſs of thoſe that put their truſt in hiw, v. 12. The care that God hath 
of Chriſt and the Church in the types of them, ſeems to be equal. The Ark, 
which was a type of Chriſt, and the Table of ſhew-bread a figure of the church, 
had three coverings; whereas all the reſt of the Veſſels, &c. belonging to the 
ceremonial part, had but two *, On the Ark there was the vail and covering of , Nut 
badgers skins, and a covering of blew : On the Table of ſhew-bread there 6, 7, g. k 
was a cloath of Blew, a cloth of Scarlet, and a covering of badgers skins. God 
orders as much for the ſecurity of the Church, as for the ſecurity of Chriſt ; 
therefore the ſame things that tend to the glortfying of Chriſt, ſhall tend to the 
advantage of the Church. | 
2 God hath given the power of the providential adminiſiration of things to 
Chrift to this very end, for the good of the Church. It God hath conſtituted him 
Head over all things to the Church, can there be any doubt but that he will 
manage the Goverament tor that which is the principal end of his Govern- 
ment, which ke hath ſhed his Blood for, and which is chiefly intended by God 
who appointed him ? 
1. All power of government is given 10 Chriit, Math 11. 27. All things are 
delivered to me of my Father. And the Father judges no man, but bath com- 
mitted all judgment to the ſon, Joh. 5. 22. that is, the whole Governme t and 
Adminiſtration of Afﬀeairs. 'Tis not to be underſtood of the laſt Judgmeat, 
! for then it would be a limitation of that Word 4/!; not that the Father lays 
bl aſide all care of things, but as the Father difcovers himſelf only in him, ſo he 
z2 governs things only by him, All this power was committed to him upon his 
interpoſition aftcr the Fall of Man. He was made Lord and Chriſt, that is, 
anointed by God to the Government of the World. For upon the Fall, God 
as a Reftor, had overturned all. Man could not with any Comfort have treat- 
ed with the Father, had not Chriſt ſtept in and pleaded for the Creation, where- 
upon God commits all judgment to the Son, that he might temper it. It was Ia.a9. 8 
by Chriſt asa covenanting Mediator, that the Earth was eſtabliſhed *. He had "__ 
this Government Anciently, and it was confirmed to him upon his death ; Heb, 
I. 3. Who being the brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, 
and upholding all things by the wor4 of his power. Calvin underſtands the firſt 
word not only of the Deity of Chritt, but of the diſcovery the Father made 
of himſelf in and through him as Mediator. The latter words fome underſtand 
both of his Providential and Mediatory Kingdom : by the word of his powers 
this, ſay ſome, is referred to the Father, whoſe image Chrilt is, as afting by a de- 
legated Authority and Commiſſion from his Father ; others, to Chriſt ; as, rhat 
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Chriſt upholds or þears up all things -by his own powertul word, Calvin 
thinks both may be taken, but embraceth the ſecond as being more generally 
received. | 

I may offer, whether it may not be meant allo, of the powerful interpoſition 
of Chriſt as Mediators whoſe intereſt in God was ſo great, that he kept up 
the World by his powerful Interceſſion, when all was ftorteited; and God put 
it, upon that interpoſition, into his hands, as heir of all things ; ( who having 
ahand with him in Creation, underſtood both the Rights of God, and the Dy. 
ty of the Creature } upon the condition of purging fr: by his Death, which he 
did, and thereupon went to Heaven to take Poſlefſion of the Government, at 
the right hand of God ; ſate down, took his ſeat at the right hand of the Ma- 
jeſty on high, as due to him by Covenant and Articles agreed on between them, 
I know nothing at preſent againſt ſuch an interpretation of the words ; but | 
will not contend about it. All this honour was confirm'd unto him upon his 
Death. For having perform'd the Condition requiſite on his part, God deputcs 


him and intruſts him with the Government of things, that he might order all 


things ſo, as to ſee the full travel of his Soul. 

2. All this power was intended by God for this End, the good of the Church. 
As God appointed Chriſt a Prieſt for his Church to ſacrifice for them, a Prophet 
to teach them; ſo the other Office of King is conferred upon him for the ſame 
end, the advantage of the Church. God acquaints us of this End, aimed ar 
by him, in the Promiſe of the Government to him, Fer. 33. 15, 16. 1 thoſ: 
dayes, and at that time, will I cauſe the branch of righ teouſneſs 10 grow up 10 
David, and he ſhall execute judgmggt and righteorſueſs in the land ; what is the 
end? Ir thoſe day es ſhall Judh be ſaved, and Jeruſalem ſhall dwell ſafily. He 
ſhould execute Judgment, that is, Adminiſter the Governmeat for the ſalvation 
of Judah, and ſecurity of Jeruſalem. It was his Office both to build the Tem- 
ple, and to bear the Glory, and to Rule upon his Throne ; to be a Prie(t upon 
his Throne, to Rule as King and Prieſt, Zach. 6. 12, 13. He ſhall b:ild the 
temple of the Lord, even he (hall build the temple of the Lord. The erefting # 
Church is the fole work of Chriſt by Gods appointment. And he was to beer 
up the Glory of it. He ſhould rule to this End, for th: Counſel of peace ſhall b: 
between them both. It by | both} be meant, the Lord, and the Man whoſe name 
is the Branch; it then chictly aims at our Reconciliation, as wrought by Cove- 
nant between them. If by [ both] be meant the two Offices of King and Prielt, 
and that the counſel of Peace be between them ; it will extend to all the Ble(- 
fings of the Church. to the good and glory of the Church, which is the fruir 
of his Kingly, as well as the firlt Reconciliation was the fruit of his Prieſtly Of- 
fice. By Peace. in Scripture, is meant the confluence of all Bleſlingsz fo that 
the intent of God in b-{towing thoſe Offices upon Chriſt, and ſo great a Rule, 
was for the good and advantage of that Churth or Temple, which he appoint- 
ed him only to build. And in 1ſ/aia% 11. 9g. where the prophecy of the Go- 
vernment of Chriſt is, the End is exprelt to be, that none ſhould hurt or deſtroy 
im all his holy mountain. And certainly, ſince God ſet him at his right hand, 
and confirm'd this power unto him, after he had purged our ſins; it was cer- 
tainly out of the high value God had for him, and therefore muſt be the in- 
tent of God, that he ſhould govern all things in reference to the delign of that 
Death, and for the good of thoſe whoſe fins he had by himſelf purged, For 
the poſſeſſing this Government, was the very end why Chriſt died and roſe again; 
Rowe. 14. 9. For to this end Chrift both died, and roſe,and revived, that he might 
be Lord both of dead and living. It this were Chrilts End in dying and riſing, 
it was his Fathers End too, who appointed him to Death, and raiſed him by 
his mighty power. And ſince he was delivered for our offences, and roſe again 
for our juſtification, Rom. 4. 25. The Government he is inveſted with, being 
Lord of the dead and of the living, muſt be for the (akes of thoſe for whom 
he was delivered, and for whom he roſe. His Regal power, which was one 
end of his Death, cannot croſs the other main end, the conſtituting a Church, 
and carrying on the good of them that believe. The Governmeat, being 1n 
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and that Mediator which both died and role again peculiarly tor them; therctore 
It cannot in the leaſt be for their hurt, but advantage. The whole management 
of Chrilts Kingly Oihce 1n relation to the Church, is preſcrib'd unto Chritt by 
God. + God reveals to him what ſhall be done inthe World, what at&t; he 
ſhall perform for the Church, and gives him a Hiſtory of all that was to be 
done upon the (tage, together with aa order to communicate it unto his Ser- 
vants, Revel. 1. 1. The Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, wkich God gave unto him, to 
ſhew unto his Servants [ to be communicated to the whole Church] things tas 
muſt ſhortly come to paſs. Whether this Revelation was made to the humane 
nature of Chriſt at his incarnation, as Tiri-#s thinks, or rather upon his aſcen- 
ſion, 1s not material z The whole Scheme of whar was to be done in the World, 
is revealed here by God to Chriſt: And you find all the motions in the World 
relating to the Church, and the end of all is the good of the Heavenly 
Jeruſalem. | | 

3. All power thus given, and intended for this end, is afually adminiſtred by 
Chriſt for this end. Chriſt as the head of the Church, doth like a natural head; 
It never fees, nor hears, nor cxerciſeth any a& of ſence only for it ſelf, but for 
the good of the whole Body : The eye watches for the body, the Torgue 
ſpeaks for it, the underſtanding contrives for it z every part of the head is 
aCtive for the whole Body. Now Chriſt as head is more bound to aCt for the 
Church militant, than for the Church triumphant ; becauſe the greatc{t part of 
his werk for the Church triumphant, viz. the bringing them to Heaven, is 
alrcady performed. And they are above the reach of all.things in the World, 
and all the ations and motions inthe World cannot touch or diſorder them. 
But the command of God conccrning the other part behind,is not yet performed; 
and even they are the members of Chriſt, as well as thoſe in Heaven. The «+ .j;_ (4 
Apoltle*. ſeems torefer both Chriſts creation, and the preſervation of things, 17,48. 
to this title of head(hip. A/l things were created by him and fer him, and by bins 
all things cor:fiſd, and he is the head of the body the Church, and therefore the con- 
ſervation and government of all things ſhall be ſubſervient to the Church, 
vhich is the body of this governing Head. The chict ſeat of Chrilts Sove- 
raignty is the Church, pſal. 2. 6. yet have I ſet my King up3n my boly hill of 
$j0ns And he (tands upon Mount $:0n, Rev. 14.1. The Church 1s the proper 
Scat and Metropolis of his Empire, the Royal Chamber of this Great King. 
All the conqueſts of Princes redound to the advantage of that place, where 
they fix*thzir Reſidence. He is King of the World, Þut for the fake of $707. 
Chriſt did manage-this charge anciently for his People 3 when Joſhrab h:d 
paſſed over Jordan, and firlt entred upon the conqueſt of Carzan, he ſees a 
man over again{t) him with a ſword drawn in his hand z Joſbuz 5. 15, 14. And 
Joſhua ſeid' unto him, \qrt thou for us, or for our adverſuiries * And he ſaid, 
Nay, but as Capt-in of the hoſts of the Lord 2m Tnow come. This was Chrift, 
that came armed for his People» according to his charge, as their Captain and 
General. It was not an Angel, becauſe Joſe worthipped him, ver. 14. An 
Angel did not uſe to receive any Worlhip from Men ; and he accepts the 
Worſhip, and commands him to looſe his ſhoe from his foot, for the place 
whereon he ſto50d was holy 3 ver. 15. And the ſame Perfon, joſh. 6. 2. 1s called 
Jehovah; and there he gives him orders how he ſhould manage his War. Chriit 
came hereto dire his People in their concerns ; He employs his Wiſdom for 
his Church, as well as his other excellencies. He is called a Counſellor *; 'tis © 74.9.5. 
one of the great Letters in his Name : and this, as the reſt there mentioned, 
hath a relation to the Church. For wnto ns a Child is born, unto ns a Son is 
giver, And the firſt uſe he makes of his Power, af:cr the confirmation of it 
to us, upon his Reſurrection, is for the Church 3 24:tth. 28. 18. All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth ;, all Authoritative Power over Angels,and 
the affairs of the World ; Go you therefore and teach all Nations, biptizing thens, 
&c. and lo, I am with you alwajes, even unto the end of the World. He commands 
the Apoſtles to gather a Church among all Nations ; and doth, by Vertue of 
this Authority committed to him, promiſe his Preſence with them, in all ſuch (cr - 
vices they ſhould ou to this End, even 1o = end of the World, He ne 
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his Spirit and his Provideatial Preſence ; as his power ſhould endure tothe end 
of the World, ſo the exerciſe of it for this End ſhould run Parallel.with the 
continuance of it ; There ſhould be no alteration or change in this great end 
of his, as long as the World laſts. How can Chriſt be with them, and that to 
the end of the World, if all the parts of his Providential government were 
not ordcred to ſerve this end, the good of the Church ? for the Church is ghe 
fulneſs of kim that fills all in all, Eph. 2.23. that (ills all in all places, all in all 
ations and motions ; for the good of his Church, which 4s his body. 


Thirdly. 3. God in the Church diſcovers the glory of all his attributes. Tis ia a mans 
houfe, where his riches ard ſtate is ſeen ; 'Tis in the Church God makes him- 

ſelf known in his excellency more than in all the World belides. 7/al, 75. x. 

In Judah is God known, bis name is great in Iſrael, in Salem alſo is his Taber» 

nicle, and his dwelling-place in $i0n. *Tis in his Church he doth mamieſt his 
power : *Tis called therefore 4 glorious high Throne, Jer. 17. 12. 4 glorious 
high throne from the beginning is the place of our SanGuery. Kings ule to vil- 
play all their Glory and Majeſty upon their Thrones ; in this ſenſe Heaven is 
called Gods Throne, Iſs. 60. 1. becauſe the proſpect of the Heavens affords us 
diſcoveries of the wiſdom and power of God, more than in any other viſible 

thing, both in their eflence, magnitude and motion: So is there a greater dil- 
cavery of Gods attributes in the Church (which is alſo ſtiled Heaven in Scrip- 
ture ) than in the whole World beſides : There it is that the Angels look to : 

"Eph.3.10%. learn more of the Wiſdom of God than they underſtood before *.-*Tis there : 
the day of his power dawns, Pſal. 11. 3. 'Tis thete his Saints ſee his power and 
his glory, P/al. 63. 2. the Sanftuary is called the firmament of his power, Pſa. 
150, 1. The glory of Gods attributes is centered in Chriſt in a higher manner 
than in the creation; and in that wor kdid excel themſelves in what they had 
done inthe framing of the World ; and the Church being the glory of Chrilt, 
all thoſe attributes which are glorifyed in Chriſt, do in and through tim ſhine 
forth more clearly upon the Church,than upon any other part of the World. He 
ſtyles him{clf their Creator, as much as the creator of the whole frame of Heaven 
and Earth, Iſz. 43. 15. © am the Lird, your holy one, the Creator of Iſrael, your 
King. &s though all the attributes of God, his power in creation, his holineſs in 
redemption, were deſigned for none elſe butthem. And indeed by virtue of the 
covenant they are to be ſo;for if God be their God, then all of God is theirs. 
What wiſdom, power, ſufficiency, grace, and kindneſs he hath, is princjpally for 
them. If God be their Go !, it 1, 1n their concerns he will glorify himſelf as a God, 
in the man{f-{tation of his pertetions. This cannot be without the ordering 
all Providences for their ad vantage. i 
4. There is a peculiar relation of God and Chrif? to the Church; upon which. 
acconnt this DoG&rine muſt needs be true. God is ſct out in all relations to 
: manifeſt his great care of his people. He is a Father to provide for them *, 
Ws -— A Mother to ſuckle them *. Chriſt is a Hu:bani to love and protect them *, 
* Eph. 5. 29. A Brother to counſel them *. And when all theſe Relations meet in one and 
* 70bn20. 1.7 the ſame perſon, the reſult of it mutt be very ſtrong. Any one relation where 
there is atfeCtion, is a great ſecurity 3 but here all the relations are twiſted to- 

gether with the higheſt affetions of them in God to the Church, A Father 

will order all for the good of his Child z a Mother for her Infant ; a Husband 

for his Wife; and one kind Brother for another ; So doth God for his People; 

and whatſoever thoſe Relations bind Men to on Earth, in reſpe&t ot Care, 

Love and Faithfulneſs, that is God to his Charch. The Church hath the Re - 

lation to God, which none in the World have beſides. They are his Jewels, 

therefore he will keep them; they are his Children, therefore he will ſpare 

* Mal. 3.17. them *. They (hall have proteCtion from him as they are his Jewels, and Com. 
paſſion from him as they are his Sons. The Church is Chrilts Fleſh, as dear to 

him as our fleſh is to us 3 as much his, as our fleſh is ours. Eph. 5. 29. No 

man hates lis own fleſh, but nouriſheth it, as Chriſt doth bis Church. No man can 

have a higher value for his own fleih, than Chriſt hath for his Church, The 


IP ujol Church, as Terta/liaz ſpeaks, is nothing elſe but Chriſtxs explicatus *; and as con: 
| - ſidered 
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ſidered in Qaion with Chriit, is called Chr;/t;3 1 Cor. 12. 12. 'Tis the Apple of 
his eye, Z:c. 2.8. A tender and beloved part. The Church is Chriſts Spouſe ; 
the contract is made, the Eſpouſals fhall be at the laſt Day. The Members are 
pick'd out one by one tobe preſented to the Lamb at laſt as a Glorious Bride for 
him, Rev. 21. 2, 

And all Gods dealings with them in theWorld,are but preparations of them for 
that State. Upon the making ofthe Match, Godſpromiſes a communion of Goods; 
Hoſ 2. 20. I will even betroth thee unto me in faithfulneſs, which is a fruit of Mar- 
riage, the Wite being inveſted in her Husbands Eſtate. When God hath given 
the blood of his Son for the Church, he will not deny her the ſervice of 
the creatures, but Joynture her in that as one part of her Dowry, 17: that daj 
will I hear the heavens, &c. ver. 21. In what day ? 1n the day of betrothing, in 
the day of the Evangelical Adminiſtration 3 when the contra& ſhall be made 
between me and my church. Heavens, Earth, Corn, Wine and Ol ; the voice 
and motions of all creatures are for Jezreel, which ſignifies the ſeed of God. 
This great Prince he hath a care of all his ſubj<&s, ſo more peculiarly of his 
Spouſe and Princeſs, which is his ſeed too ; and all creatures ſhall be her Ser- 
vants. This Fatherly Relation and affection is ſtrong and pure, not as the 
love which acts an ambitious man to Ambition, or a covetous man to Wealth; 
which reſpe&s nothing but the graſping and poſlefling the Objetts they dote 
upon ; and have nothing of love for the Objects themſelves; therefore de- 
z ſerves not the name of Love. Butit is thelove of a Father, whoſe love is pure 
towards his children; He ſeeks their good as his own. 


Conſider theſe two things. 

I. God hath a peculiar love to this very Relation, and often mentions it with 
delight, as if he loved to hear the ſound of it in his own Lips : Cart. 8. 12, My 
vinezard which is mine, is befor? me. Me, my, mine, The Church 1s always 
under his Eye, ſeated in his aftcQtion; and God is pleaſed with his propriety 
in them. God never calls the World, zz2y World, though he created it; ſometimes 
he ſaith, the Earth is mine, but it is ether to check the prefumptions of Mea, 
who aſcribe that to themſelves which is due to the firſt Cauſe 3 Or to encourage 
his People in the expeCtation of Deliverance, becauſe all things in th: Earth 
are at his beck: Oc to ſhew his own ſufficiency, without the ſervices of his 
people; as when he ſaith, the Earth is mine and the fulneſs thereof : but it 
15 never mentioned in ſuch a way, as to diſcover aty plealure he hath in the 
Relation between him and it, ſimply conſidered ; but zz; Vineyard, wy People, 
my Children, ay Jewels, wy Sanctuary, very often. So much doth God eſteem 


his Propriety in them, | 
2. This Relation is prevalent with God in the higheſt Emergencies and Di- 
ſireſſes of his People. Ihe very conſideration that they are his People, kindles 
his affeQion, and enlivens his Strength for them. J/2. 63. 8. And he ſaid, 
Surely they are my people, children that will not lye; ſo he was their ſaviour. 
God is brought in,as one that had heard the cries of his Church, and had 
not been moved :; but when he recolleCts himſelf, and conſiders that they were 
his People, and that he was in aſpecial manner related to them, he became their 
Saviour; He could no longer bear it, but ſtirs up himſelf to relieve them. Nay, 
it hath ſo ſtrong an influence upon him, thatif this Note be often ſounded in 
his Ears, it doth as it were change his Voice ; and when he ſeems to have a 
mind to caſt them off, he cannot. When 7ſrael had offended by erefting and 
worſhipping a golden Calf, he calls them no more his People, but Moſes Peoples 
Exod. 32. 7. And the Lord ſaid unto Mojes,Go, get thee down: for thy people which 
thou broughteſt ont of the land of Egypt have corrupted themſelves. As though 
.God had not been concerned in this Miraculous Conduct out of Fgzpt; And 
ver. 9. .th is people; as if he had had no intereſt in them, but particularizes them 
with Diſdain. God had here diſcarded them, and turn'd them over upon Moſes's 
hands, as if he would have no longer any thing to do with them; but AMvſes 
in Prayer turns tkem upon God again, 3nd would not own them as his, but 
pleads that they were _ proper Goods; ver. I1. Lord, why doth thy wrath 
wax 
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wax hot againſt thy people, which thou haſt brought forth out of the land of Egypt > 
And ver. 12. again, thy Peoplez and God ar laſt reſumes his former Notes, ver. 
14. And the Lord repented him of the evil be thought to do unto his peop!e, Now 
they are Gods People again ; the repetition of this Relation, is a powerful Rhe- 


torique to perſwade him to own them again, which he had Caſhiered and turg- 
ed oft. 7; 


s. The whole intereſt of God in the world lies in his clurch and people. He 
ſees little of himſelf in any part of the corrupted World, but only 1n them. 
"Tis in the Church he hath put his Name 3 'Tis there he ſees his Image, and 
therefore places his love there : and ſhall all this ſignifie nothing? Shall the Go- 
vernour of the World let things go contrary to his own intereſt? They are like to 
him in that which is one of his greateſt perfections,viz. his Holineſs; which gives 
him a greater intereſt in them. *Tis his Intereſt that is oppoſed, by an op- 
poſition to the Church. All the hatred any bear, it grows from the inward 
root of enmity againſt God himſelf ; Pſal. 44. 22. Yea, for thy ſake are we 
killed all the day long. God ſurely will concern himſelt in the Churches ia. 
tereſt, ſince it is his own. His Intereſt lies, 


I. In the Perſons of his Perple. Tis his Inheritance *- It is his Portion *. 
Deut. 32. 9g. The Lords portion is his people, Jacob is the lot of his inheritance. 
very part of an inheritance, and a portion, doth as particularly belong to the 
owner, as the whole. Every part of the ground which belongs to the Inheri- 
tance, is the Heirs, as well as the whole Field. He will not ſuffer the Worl{ 
which is but the work of his hands, to lay waſte his Church, which is his proper 
inheritance. *Tis his Treaſure, and where a mans treaſure is, there is his heart; and 
where Gods Treaſure is, there 1s Gods heart. 

2. In the ſervices and ations of the Church. If the Church ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed, whom hath God to love and imitate him, and to ſhew forth his 
Glory ? It the Candleſtick is broken, what is fit to hold out the light to the 
World 2 He hath none in the World beſides, that do intentionally mind his Ho- 
nour, that take pleaſure in gloritying his Name, and writing after his Copy, and 
obſerving his Works. And will it ſtand with his intereſt to govern things con- 
trary to theirs, which 1s really his own ? 

When God had made the World, and pronounced it good, what would it 
have ſignified, if he had not brought in man as his Rent-gatherer, and the 
Colleftor of his Tribute, to return it to him? And what would Man fignifie 2 
fGnce the corrupted World emb<zzles that which is Gods Right, and turns it to 
its own uſe; if God had not ſome honeſt Stewards, who faithfully a& for him, 
and give him the Glory of his Works? And God will ſpare them as a man ſpares 
his own Son that ſerves him. God hath no voluntary ſervice in the World 
but from them ; therefore he 1s more intereſled in their good, than in the good 
of the whole World beſides. The ſervices of the Church, are all the delight 
God hath in the World ; Hoſ. 9. 10. Tfound Iſrael like grapes in the wilderneſs, 
Tſaw your fathers as the firſt ripe in the ſig-tree at her firſt time. They are as 
the refreſhing Wine and Grapes, as the delicious fruit of the firſt ripe Figs3 
wherewith a weary Traveller recruits his Spirits after a long and tyring jour- 
ney. And God hath a greater delight in the fruit he receives from the Church, 
than 1n it ſimply as it is his inheritance; for no inheritance is valued but for the 
fruit and revenue it yields ; and therefore God orders all his blackeſt Provis 
dences in the World, like dark clouds, to be the watering-pots of this his Garden 
that the Fruit and Flowers of it may be brought to maturity, which yield him 
ſo much pleaſure and honour. God only isacknowledged by them and in them, 
as the Jews were bound to acknowledge God the Author of their mercies, by 
preſenting the firſt fruits of their increaſe to God. And Believers are called fo, 
Rev. 4. 4 Theſe were redeemed from among men, being the firſt fruits to God and 
the Lamb. *'Tis by and in them that God hath the acknowledgment of all his 


- mercies and bleſſings to theWorld. 
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6. It cannot be but all the providences of God fþ4ll work to th: good of his 
Church, if we conſeder the affe&ions of God. 


I. His love. What hath God in the World as an obje& to beſtow his aff. Cti- 
ons upon, and communicate the rayes of. his loye unto, ſtace he created it,but 
his Church? The men of the World hate him: He can ſce nothing amiable in 
them ; for what was firſt lovely, they have defaced and blotted our ; but the 
Church hath Gods comlineſs pur upon her, Ezek. 16. 14. it was perfect through 
my comlineſs which I had put upon thee, ſaith the Lord God; and he did not lay 
thoſe glorious colours upon her, to manage his government, or any part of it 
againſt her,to deface her.Beſides their lovelinels which is conferred upoa them by 


God,they have a love to God, and no man will att agiinſt thoſe whom he thinks 


to be his friends. God being purns 4Fur, there being nothing but purity and 
ativity in God, his love mult be the pureſt and highelt love, the moſt vigorous 
and glowing: As fire, which ſets all other Bodies, fo this all other powers in 
the World ia motion for them. God cannot love them, but he muſt wiſh all 
good to them, and do all good for them; for his love is not a lazy love, bur 
hath its raptures and tenderneſs, and his affeftion is twiſted with his Al- 
mighty Power to work that good for the m, which in their preſent con- 
dition in the World they are capable of. Now it is certain, God loves his 
Church: For, 


1. He carries them in his hand*, and that not ia a looſe manner to be caſt 
out, but they are engraven upon the palms of his hands*, that he cannot open 
his hand to beſtow a bleſiiag upon any perſon, but the picture of his Church 
doth dart in his eye. God alludes to the Rings wherein men cngrave the im- 
age of thoſe that are dear to them. And the Jews did in their captivity en- 
grave the Effigies of their City Jernſalem upon their Rings, that they might 
not forget it *, If his eye be alway upon the Church, his thoughts can never be 
off it 1a all his works. 


2. He loves the very gates and outworks. ®ſal; 87. 2. the Lord loveth the gates 
of Sion. He loves a Cottage where a Church is, more than the ſtately Palaces 
of Princes. The gates were the places where they conſulted together, and gave 
judgment upon affairs : God loved the aſlemblies of his Saints, becaute of 
the truths revealed, the ordinances adminiſtered, the worſhip preſented to 
him. 


* Dent. 33. 3. 
*, 1/4. 49. 16. 


* Sanctius ;z; 
J/a. 49: 16. 


3- Nay, one Saint is more valued by him than the whole World of the wicked. 


God is the God of all Creatures, but peculiarly the God of Abrahars, and 
of his ſecd : One Abraham is more deeply rooted in his heart, than- all rhe 
World ; and he doth mare entitle himſelf the God of Abraham, than the God 
of the whole World ; for in that ſtyle he ſpeaks to Iſaac, Ger. 26 24. I am 
the God of Abraham thy Father, much more the God of 7/rael ; The Gd of 
the whole Church, of which Abraham was but a member, though the Father 
of the faithful, and a Feoffee of (the Covenant. God hath a greater value for 
one fincere Soul, than for a whole City. He ſaves a Lot, and buras a $949 : 

Yea, than for a whole World ; he drowas a World, and reſerves a Noah : He 

lecures his Jewels, whilſt he flings away the pebbles. 


4. He loves them ſo, that he overlooks their crabbed and perverſe miſconi$ry- 
Fions of his providence. Whea the Iſraelites had jcalous thoughts of him, and 
of Moſes his inſtrument, when they ſaw that mighty Egypriar Army juſt at 
their heels, and themſelves cooped up between Mountains, Forts and W.-ters, 
God doth not upon this provoking murmuring, draw up his cloudy Pillar to 
Heaven, but puts it 1a the rear of them, when before it had marched in the 
van *, and wedgeth himſelf in between them, and Pharavh's enraged hoſt, to 


ſhew, that they thould as ſoon ſheath their ſwords in his heart, as in their bo» *© 


wels; and if they could ſtrike them, it ſhould be through his own Deity, which 
k 
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was the higheſt expreſſion of his affeCtion: And though they often murmured 
againſt his Providence after they were landed on the ihore, yet he left them 
not to ſhift for themſelves, but bore them all the way in bis arms, as a Father 
doth his Child *; and bare them like an Eagle upon his Wings *. And God 
loves them magnificently and royally, Hoſ. 14. 4. Twill love them freely *, 
without any doubting, without any reluctancy, I will love thee without any 
repugaancy in my heart, to draw me back from thee, for mine anger is turned 
away, as the ſtreams of a River quite another way. Now all this conſidered, 
can the Governour of the World, the King of Saints, a& any thing againſt 
his own affeQions ? Yea, will he not make all things ſubſervient to them 


whom he loves ? 


2. His Delight. See what an inundation of ſweetning joy there was in him, 
for which he had not Terms of Expreſſion to ſuit the narrow apprehenſions 
of Men; Zeph. 3. 17. The Lord thy God in the midji of thee is mighty, he will 
ſave, he will rejozce over thee with joy, he will reſt in his love, he will joy over thee 
with ſinging. He ſeems in his expreſſion to know no meaſure of his delight in the 
Church, and no end of it ; 7 will rejoyce over thee with joy. Joy ſparkles up 
freſh after joy : 'Tis his reſt where his Soul and all that is within him centers 
It ſelf with infinite contentment. Joy over thee with ſinging ; A Joy that bloſ: 
ſoms into Triumph. Never had any ſuch charming tranſports in the Com- 
pany cf any he moſt affeCted, as God hath in his Church ; he doth fo delight 
in the Graces of his People, that he delights to mention them. He twice men- 
tions Erochs walking with him *, And certainly God cannot but delight in it 
more than in the World, becauſe it is a fruit of greater pains than the creati- 
on of the World. The World was created in the ſpace of fix daies by a 
Word ; the Eretting a Church hath coſt God more Pains and Time. Before 
the Church of the Jews could be ſettled, he hath both a conteſt with the 
Peeviſhneſs of his People, and the Malice of their Enemies. - And his own Son. -' 
mult bleed and dye, before the Church of the Gentiles could be fixed. Men 
delight in that which hath coſt them much Pains, and a great Price. God hath 
been at too much pains, and Chriſt at too great Price, to have ſmall delight in 
the Church ; will he then let wild Beaſts break the Hedges, and tread down the 


; fruit of it # ſhall not all things be ordered to the good of that which is the Ob- 
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ject of his greateſt delight in the World 2 


7. The preſence of God in his Church will make all Providences tend to the good 
of rt. 
d It would be an idle uſeleſs Preſence, if it were not operative for' their good. 
The Lord is there, is the very name of the Goſpel-Church *; what would it ſig- 
nifie if it were a uſeleſs Preſence > Chrilt ſtands upon Mount $S79#, his Throne 
is in the Church, when the great things in the World hill be afted for the 
Ruine of Antichriſt *. Gods Preſence in his Church, is the Glory and Defence 
of it; As the preſence of the King is the Glory of the Court. Zach. 2. 5.For 
T, ſaith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of fire round about, and will be the glory 
in the midſt of her. His preſence is a Covenant-prefence. Jſz, 41. Io. Fear 
ot, I am with thee; be not diſmayed, for Tam thy God . whence tollow: Strength, 
Help and Support; 7 will ſirengthen thee, yea, I will help thee, yea, T will uphold 
thee, with the right hand of my Righteouſneſs : that is, with my righteous Power, 
with my power engaged to thee in a Righteous Covenant. His Preſence and 
Providence in the World, is in a way ot Abſolute Dominion); but in his Church 
in a way of Federal Relation. He is the God of 7/rael, and God to Iſrael, 
or He Iſrael *; yea, and a God in the midſt of 1jrael. Every one of them 
ſufficient engagements to proteCt 1ſrae/, and provide for 71/rael, and govern 
every thing for 1ſraels good. God is under an Oath to do good to T/raet; 
will he violate his Oath ? tear his Seal ? break his Covenant, who never broke 


his League with any of his people yet ? 


God is 


8. The Prayers of the £hurch have a mighty force with God to this end, 
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praycrs of his C:uich, which aim at Gods Glory 1n their owa good ? Though 
the prayers of the Church may 1n lome particulars fail, yet in general they do 
not 3 becauſe they ſubmit chetr deſtres to the Will of God, which always works 
what 15 b<{t tor them. 

When Gol! would do any mighty work in the World, he ſtirs up his people 
topray forit ; and their prayers by his own appointment have a mighty influ- 
ence upon the Government of the World: For when they come before him 
1n behalf of the Church in general, he doth indulge them a greater liberty 
and boldack, and as it were a kind of Authority over him, than upon other 
occaſions of their own : 1/2. 45. 11. Thus ſaith the Lord, the holy one of Iſrael, 
and his maker, Ask of me things to come, concerning my ſons, and concerning 
the work, of mine hands command you mz. God would be more poſitively, 
confidemly and familiarly dealt with, about the concerns of his Sons, though 
they were things to come to paſs in after Ages. And indeed the prayers of the 
Church have a powerful and invilible Efticary on the great aCtions and overturn- 
ings which are in the World. The Being of the World is maintained by them 
from linking, according tothe Jews ſaying, ſine ſtationibus non ſubſiſterct mun* 
dus ; ((tanding in prayer was their uſual prayer-geſture 5 And that they have 
aQtully ſuch a force is evideat, Rev. 8. 3, 4. An Angel hath a golden Cenſer 
with Incenſe, to offer it with the prayers of the Saints, upon the Altar which 
was before the Throne. And ver. 5. the Cenſcr wherein their prayers were 
offered, was filled with the fire of the Altar, and caſt into the Earth; and 
there were Voices, Thuadrings, Lightnings, and Earthquakes. When the 
prayers of the Saints were offered to God, and aſcended up before him, that 
1s ( were very pleaſing to him: ) The ſuc 1s, the Angel fills the Cenſer with 

« fire of the Altar, and thereby cauſes great commotions and alterations in the 
world; ſignitying that the great changes of the World are an anſwer unto 
thoſe prayers which are cftered unto God: for fire is taken from that altar 
upon which they were oticred, and flung into the world. And it muſt needs 
be that the prayers of the Church ſhould have an influcnce on the government 
of the World. 


T1. Becauſe God hath a mighty delight in the prayers of his people. The prajer 
of the upright is his delight, and he loves to hear the Churches voice, Cant. 2. 
14. Oy dove, letme hear thy voice, for ſweet is thy voice, [ Chaldce?} thy voice 
is ſweet in prayer. In the times of the Goſpel God promiſes that the offerings 
of Jud:h and Jeruſalem ſhould be pleaſant to him, 14:/. 3. 4. When Chrilt 
ſhall ſit as a refiner, v. 3. what 1s the 1fJue of thoſe prayers? v. 5. Twill come near 
to you to judgment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the ſurcerers, &c. Prayer 
4 awakes Providence to judge the Enemies of the Church : A Parent delights, not 

in the bare crying, or the voice of his child ſimply conlidered in it ſelf, but in 
C the ſignifications and effe&s of it. He delights in the matter of their prayers, it 
being ſo agreable to his own heart and will, and in the ſence they have of the 
; ſufferings of the whole body. 


f 2. Becauſe Prayer is nothing elſe but apleading of Gods promiſes. Unto 
| this they are directed by that Spirit which knows the mind of God, and mar- 
ſhals their petitions according to his will. Now as God turns his own decrees 

and purpoſes concerning his Church into promiſes to them, ſo the Church 

turns thoſe promiſes into Prayers for them: So that promiſes being for the good 

of the Church, and there being an exaCt harmony between thoſe promiſes and 

the Churches prayers, all thoſe Providences which are the iſſue of thoſe pro- 

miſes, and the anſwer of the Churches prayers, muſt needs be for the Churches 

| good. 


3- Becauſe there are united ſupplications and pleadings both in Heaven and Earth; 

all the hands of the whole Family in Heaven and Earth are conceraed in their 
| petitions, - 
- L Ls Chriſt 
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I. Ciriſt intercedes for the Church, who alwatcs deſires mercy and deiive. 
rance for them in the appointed time, Zech. 1. 12. How l'ng wilt thou 11t have 
wercy on Jeruſalem ? and the Iſue is alwates gractous : For, v. 13 God ax- 
ſwers him with good and comfortable words; and thereupon Carpenters are 
raiſed tocut off, the horns which had ſcattered Jud:h, v. 20. 


2. Angels in all probability plerd for th: Church, as we have already heard : 
'Tis likely they offer and preſent that to God which mak<s for his glory, 
and that is the good of the Church. Angels ſurely deſire that which their Head 
doth, which is * deſcribed as one of their owa O:der, and called an Angel, 
Do they rejoyce at the repentance of a (inner, and do they not likewiſc tri- 
umph at the happineſs of the Church, which is part of that Famil\ they are 
of ? And we know, that the greatneſs of our joy is ſured to the m-icies of our 
deſires; where our joy is molt triumphant,it implies that our deſires before were 
moſt vehement. 

3. Glorifged Saints are not ſurely behind. The rich man in the Parable de- 
fired his Fricnd on Earth might not come into that place of torment *. If there 
be ſo much charity in Hell, can chere be lefs in Heaven? IF he deſired it,that 
by the preſence of his companions in fin, his own tormenats might not be in- 
creaſed ; Do not the Saints in Heaven delire the prefence of the whole Church, 
that their happineſs in that of the whole body may be compleated ? If the 
Head Chriſt be not compleat without the body, the members of the body 
cannot be compleat without one 8:10ther. The Souls of them that were (lain 
for the word of God, cry under the Aitar for vengeance on them that dwell 
on the Earth, as Revel. 6.9, and 10. How long, 0 Lord holy and true, doſt thou 
wot judge and avenge our viood on ther: that dwell on the Earth? Will not thar 
kindnel; to their t:llow m2 noers, be as [tcong as their juſtice ? And their love 
for the good of their fricads draw out their prayers as well as their defire of 
vengeance cn their Enemies? Why may they not as well pray for us, as we 
praiſe Go:! for them ? Had they not ſome likeneſs to their great Maſter whilſt 
they were on Ea:th, and ſhall they not be more like to him now they are in 
Heaven, and behold his face, and feel all the ſtirrings of his Leart > And it they 
have no ſence at all of the Churches ſufferings, how ſhall they be liks ro him 
who hath? As their bodies (hall be like the glorious bedy of Chriſt at the 
reſurredion, are not their Souls now like his glorious Soul, merciful, and com- 
paſſionate, and ſympathizing 1n all the afilictons of the Ciurch? and can this 
be wichout ſome breathings for a full compleating of the Churches freedom ? 
are ſuch deſires and pleas any hinderance to their preſent happinek ? 'Tis ſo 
far from that, "that it doth rather further their glory, which cannot be com- 
pleat, as the glory of Chriſt, as hcad, is not mounted to the higheſt pitch of 
glory, till his myſtical body be all gathered in an4 lodged with him. IF it be 
thus, will God do any thing prejudicial to the Church, and contrary to the 
combin'd deſires of all thoſe that are ſo near him? It God doth ſometimes 
ſtir up himſelf upon the ſupplication of one man, and grant an order upon 
his petition according to his mind 5 and if the prayers of one faithful Moſes, or 
Elias, or Samnel have ſuch a kind of Almighty power in them, much more is 
the joynt force of ſo many prayers twiſted together. 


Uſe. 1. For information. Is it ſo that all Providence is for the good of the 
Church ? Then, 

1. God will alwaies have a Church in the world, he wil! have ſome to ſerve 
bin. The whole courſe of his Providence being deſigned for it 3 As long as 
the world, which is the obje& of his Providence, doth endure, he will have 
a Church. God would otherwiſe Joſe the end of the motion of his eyes *, the 
operation of his providence, fince it is to ſhew himſelf ſtroog for the Church 
and every member of it. As long as the candle and light of the Goſpel burns 
and fhines, God will have a candleſtick to fet the candle in *, His great de- 
ſign in making a World, was not to have Sun, Moon and Stars, but a Church, 
a company of men that might bear his mark, and honour him, to whom - 
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might fpeak, and extend his grace abroad, which he was ſo full of within. As 
a Limner, who would draw an exellent draught, draws his deltgn in the midl(t 
of the cloth, and fills the void places with clouds, and landskips, and other fancies 
at his pleaſure, which communicate ſome beanty and luſtre to the work : But 
that was not the principal deſignof the Workman. That Redeemer which bears 
the Church upon his heart, will createa ſtability for it ; ':1s a part of his Prieltly 
Office to have acare of the Lamps: *Tis one of his Title; to be he that walks 
in the midſt of the Seven Golden Candleſticks *. Prieſts under the Law were 
to look to the great Candleſtick in the Temple, ſupply the Lamps with Oyl, and 
make them clean *. The Church indeed may bz eclips'd, but not extinguiſhed ; 
if it be not conſpicuous on the mountain, yet it ſhall be hid in the Wilderacts. 
There (hall be ſprinklings of profeſſors among all people. God will leaven the 
places where they are, into Chriſtianity, and cauſe them to fruttify and grow-up 
in purity and glory : And the remnant of Job ſhill be in the midſt of many p:o- 
ple, as a dew from the Lord, as the ſhowers upon the graſs, that tarrieth nat for 
man, nor waiteth for the Sons of men. It tarries not for man. It atiends not 
the power of man, the precepts of man, or inventions of man; but whoſe deſcent 
1s from Heaven, and is carriedzon not by humane power, but by the divine Spiric 
and Providence : It ſhall be firmer than all worldly power, and the ſtrangeſt 
Kings, 1/a. 2. 2. And the mountain of the Lords houſe fhall be eſtabliſhed uporx 
the top of the mountains, and ſhall be exalted above the hills, Above Moun- 
tains and Hills, to which {ſometimes the powers of the World are compared, 
Zach. 4. 7. That Providence which gave the Church at firſt a footing in. the 
World upon a weak foundation to outward appearance, in ſpight of Men and 
Devils will preſerve it, and not ſuffer it to be blown up, he will ſhadow the 
Church with his wings 1a a perpetual {ucceſion of the choiceſt metcies, 


2: God will in the greateſt exigences, find out means for the protedion of bi; 
Church. This will betill his Providence be at an end. When God hath 16+. 
moved one in{trumeut of his Churches protection, he hath his choice of others, 
whom he can raiſe and ſpirit for his work. When thoſe upon whom the 
Churches hopes hang, are taken oft, he can raiſe things that are unttkely, to 
tupply the place. As the Lutemilt accidentally had a Graſshopper leapt upon 
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his inſtrument, to ſupply by its noiſe the place of a ſtring which had newly 


crackt, whereby his Muſick was continued without interruption. God Cam 
Spirit men againſt their own natural fears. It was very improbable, that Nz- 
codemus, one of a fearful diſpolition, who came to our Saviour by night tor 
tear of the J-ws, ſhould have the courage to alert his cauſe 1a the face of a 
whole Councel of Phariſees, contriving his death, and at preſent blunt the edge 
of their malice, though we read of none at thit time in the counſel tofecond 
him *: The holy Ghoſt takes particular notice that it was he that came to Jeſus 


by night. 


oſeph of Arimathea, whoſe name we meet not with in the Catalogue of ayy 
of our Diſciples, till the time of his death, and then he appears boldly to beg 
the body of Jeſus of pilate. Goa will never want inſtruments for the preſerv- 
ing that Church, which he owns as his. 'Tis obſerved by ſome, that God fo 
ordered it, that the ſame day that Pelagzzy, the great poyloner of the Chriſtian 
Dofrine was born in Brittain, Anſiiz the molt famous defender of the truth 
was born in Africk; That the horn, which puſhed the truth, ſhouid no ſooner 
appear, but the Carpenter to cut it off, ſhould be provided too. As it is obſerved 
where poyſons grow, Antidotes grow near them by the iadulgent proviiion of 
the God of Nature | 


As there is the Wiſdom of the Serpent againſt the Church, fo tkere is the 
Wiſdom of God fot it. Gods Goodaeſs upon his Church in former Ages is not 
all laid out : He hath his Stores ſtill, neither is his Wiſdom non-pluſt, nor his 
Power weakned ; neither is he, nor can he be weary of his care. 
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3. The Church ſhall in the end prove Viforious againſt all its edverſaries, ot 
Providence muſt miſs of its Aim. The Church is compared'to an Olive Tree, 
Hoſ. 14. 6. in reſpeC& of Beauty, his Beawty ſhall be as the Olive Tree. It is fo 
alſo in reſpect of Victory. Olive Branches were uſed in Triumph. God is 
on the Churches ſide, and he is ſtronger than the ſtrongeſt, and wiler than the 
wiſeſt, and higher than the higheſt. Jeſus Chriſt is the Churches Head and 
General : Chrift the Head watcheth for the good of the Church, the Body. 
He muſt be deſtroyed before the Church can. There is a mighty Arm, which 
though it may for a time ſeem withered, will in the end be {tretched out, and 
get it ſelf the Victory. Whilſt Chriſt is ia the Ship, it may be toſſed, but ic 
ſhall not be ſunk. it may be beaten down, but like a Ball to rebound the high- 
er. The young Tree that is ſhaken by the wind, may loſe ſome leaves, and 
ſome fruit too, but the root gets greater ſtrength and ſtrikes it ſelf deeper in- 
to the Earth, and makes the Branches more capable of arich return of Fruit 
the following year. - The Churches Stature is. compared to a Palm-Tree * which 
cannot be depreſt by the weights which hang upon it, but riſeth the higher. 
God uſes the ſame method 1n the Churches, as in Chriſts advancement. Our 
Saviours Death was neceſlary to his Glory *, And the Churches afflition ſome- 
times to its exaltation; A Nation may loſe ſome Battek, and yet be Victorious: 
The Church may have many acroſs, but in the ead will ſurmouat all difficulties. 
Though Judgments and Apoſtacies may be great in a Nation, yet God will 
have a care of his own Plants *. There ſhall be a tenth; It ſhall return, the Holy 
Seed ſhall be the ſubſdance thereof : As a Tree in Winter which ſeems dead, but 
its juyce (hall revive into rich and generous Bloſſoms. The Ark ſhall float above 
the waters. Babyloz: ſhall fall, the Lamb ſhall ſtand upon Mount $70. Men may 
as well ſtop the riſing of the Sun 1a its mounting to the Meridian, Bridle in the 
Tyde of the Ocean, as hinder the Current of an Almighty Providence. 

4. The intereſt of Nations is to bear a reſpe@ to the Church, and countenance 
the Worſhip of God in it. This is to concur with Gods main end, and imitate 
him in his Providential Adminiſtrations. Gods People, (whatever their Ene- 
mies ſuggeſt to the contrary ) are aBleſſing in the mid(t of a Land *; their in- 
tereſt is greater than the intereſt of all the World beſides ; though they be but 
a handful, their fruit ſhall ſhake like Lebanon *. The neglet of Religion is the 
Ruine of Nations. *Tis obſerved that Cyrus was (lain ia the War 1a Sczthia, 
a little after he negleted the building of the Temple of Hiersſalem which. he 
had begun. Thoſe Perſian Kings Reigned the longeſt, that favoured the Jews 
in that and their other juſt requeſts. God honoured or Diſgraced them as they 
were kind or cruel to his People. And when any a for the good of his People, 
they ſhall not be without their Reward. When Cyres ſhould let the Jewiſh 
Captivzs go free without Ranſom, he ſhould be no loſer by it. God would 
give him the labour of Egypt, the Merchandize of Ethzopza, and the ſtrength of 
the Sabezxs into his hand for the price of his Peoples Delivery *. Thoſe Na- 
tions which ſhould favour them in the times of their Perſecutions and Flights, 
and give them ſhelter in their Countreys, ſhould thrive and proſper by the 
bleſſing of God upon them. If AX/0ab give entertainment to the flying 7/7ae- 
lites in the time of the Invaſion of Sa/minafſer;, God will preſerve their Land 
that the Spoyler ſhall not enter into the Confines of it, and they ſhall have 
Kings and Judges under the Protection of the Houſe of David ; 7. e. under 
the Kings of 1/rael ( as ſome underſtand it *) Saints are the Guardians of 
the places where they live, their Prayers have a greater influence than the wileſt 
Counſels, or the mightieſt Force *. And Eliſha cried, zzy Father, my Father, the 
Chariot of Iracl, and the Hroſezen thereof. The Chaldee paraphraſeth thus, Thou 
art better to Iſrael by thy Prayers than Chariots and Horſmen. This i5 the Elogy 
of one ſingle Prophet, what influence then hath the whole Church of God in a 
place ? The whole World is the better for the Church of God. The Chaldee 
Paraphraſe hath a notion upon that, Pſalm. 22. 3. But thou art holy, ob thou that 
inhabiteſt the Praiſes of Iſrael : Thou that eſtabliſheſt the World for the Praiſes 
of T/rael. God hath nothing to do in the World but the ſaving his People : 


W hen that is once done, he will put anend to this Frame of things : When _ 
hat 
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hath gathered his Wheat into his Garner, he will burn up the Chaff. His Peo> 
ple are the Spirit and Quintefſence of the World : When this is extracted, 
the reſt are flung upon the Dunghill, as a Caput Mortunm. | 
5. We may ſee hence the ground of moſt of the Judgments in the World. Men 
by their rage againſt the Church, will not acknowledg God's Government of 
the World for the Churches good + Therefore the Pfalmiſt, pſal. 59. t 3. Con- 
ſume them in wrath, conſume them that they may not be, and let them know that 
' God rules in Jacob wnto the ends of the earth. The Church is the Sear of his 
Government, and from thence he extends it to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth. 
In Jacob he rules, and for the ſake of Jacob he orders his Government to the 
ends of the Earth : The not acknowledging this, brings wrathful Conſump- 
tions upon men: And it is alſo the end of his Judgments, to make men know - 
it. *Tis likely enough the four Kings * might have gone clear away with all * G*"- 14.9 
their Booty, had not they laid their fingers upon Lot : But when x would 
pack him up among the reſt, they did but ſollicite their own Ruine, and arm 
the Almighty God againſt them. God did not think any of the People worth 
| the mention, wer/e 11. only Zoe a righteous perſor, verſe 12. he is named as 
having Godseye only upon him. And when Fbraham returns from the Vido- 
ry, v. 16, the reſt of the delivered Captives are mentioned in the bulk, 70f 
only in particular, as though all that had been done, had been done by God 
only for Lots fake. They might have preſerved the whole Prey to themſelves, 
had it not been for this Jewel too precious in Gods accompt for their Cuſtody. 
And the fearful Curſe that God pronounced againſt the Azimonite and Moan 
bite,that they ſhould not come into the Congregation for ten Generations,though 
any of them turned Proſelytes, was becauſe they came not out with ſo much 
as Bread and Water to meet the 1/raelites, and becauſe they hired Balaar to Deur.2y >, 4; 
Curſe them. The utter waſting of Nations and Kingdoms, is becauſe they will 
not ſerve the intereſt of God in his People. 1a. 60. 12. For the Nation and 
Kingdom that will not ſerve thee, ſhall periſh 3 yea thoſe Nations ſhall be utterly 
waſted : God will bring an utter Conſumption upon thoſe people that refuſeto 
love them, much more upon thoſe that hate them. 
6. What eſteem then ſhould there be of the Godly in the World 2 The Provi- 
dence of God, being chiefly for the good of his people, cannot well fall up- 
on them, but ſome drops will fall upon thoſe involved with them in a common 
intereſt, Whea the Corn and Wine, and Oyl hear Jezreel { the Seed of God) 
and the Earth hears the Corn, and the Heavens hear the Earth, and God hears | 
the Heavens *: When their ſupplications come up to the great Superinten- * Hol 2: 27, 
dent of the World, many of the Wicked will fare the better for that Providence ©* 
which is given only in anſwer to Jezreels Prayer : God cauſes his Son to 
{hine upon the unjuſt, upon them, not for their ſakes. When Nebuchannezzar 
iſſued out that unjuſt order for the {laying the Chaldeans for not performing 
an impoſſible command 1n telling him the Dream he h1d forgoten, Daxiel was 
ſought out. to undergo the ſame fate: Yet by his Wiſdom God bends the 
heart of Arioch the Executioner of this Decree, to ſtay his hand. Daniel goes * Dan. 2. 72 
to the King, God ſtayes Nebnchnezzars Fury, and moves his heart to givethem 
time. The Providence is chiefly intended for the preſervation of Dazziel and his 
Godly Companions, but the reſt of the wiſe men have the benefit of it. As 
the water with which a man waters his choiceſt Plants and Flowers in his 
Garden is intended only for them, yer ſome falling off from thoſe Flowers, re- 
freſheth the Weeds that grow under them. If God had not had ſuch flowers 
as Daniel and his Companions, the Weeds in Chaldea had been plucked up. 
Yet the ungratetul World takes no notice of the benefits they receive from 
this Salt of the Earth, which preſerves them, and to whom they are all fo 
much beholding. Lot had been the occaſion of reſtoring Zoar from Captivity, 
as I mentioned before, for the inhabitants of that City were engaged with 
thoſe of Sodom: in the Fight againſt the four Kings; And the King of Bela, the _ 
ſame is Toar. And perhaps were carried Captives with the reſt ot their Neigh- ** 4 © 
bours : And it had been ſaved from the Flames which fell upon $9d2#2 meerly 
by Lots prayer, Gem. 19. 21. See, have accepted thee concerning this thing, that 
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I will not overthrow this City for the which thou haſt Spoken ; yet he found 
them a ſurly people, and was requited with a rude reception notwithſtanding 
his kindneſs, verſe 123. He went wp ont of Zoar, for he feared to dwell in Tor : 
It was not likely he was ſo diſtruſtful ot God, that he ſhould overthrow it, when 
he had abſolutely promiſed him the contrary : Therefore moſt likely for ſome 
churliſh threatnings from them. Nay, Sodoz: it ſelf was beholding to him for 
ſmall reſpite of the Judgment intended againſt them. For God tells him hc 

* Gen.19. could do nothing till he were come thither *, And it was fo, for Lox was en- 

. tered into Zoar before a drop of Brimſtone and Fire was rained down upon 

Ver, 2, 24. Sodom ** Then the Lord rained upon Sodom ; when ? when Lot was entered into 
Zoar. This good the Wicked World get by Gods People, is ſo evident, that 
ſometimes wicked men cannot but take notice of it. £Z:þay, a ſeifiſh Idolater, 
was ſenſible of it, Ger. 30. 27. I have found by experience that the Lord hath 
bleſſed me for thy ſake. It was a Leſſon fo legible, that he might have learned 
it tooner than in fourteen years. The Church is the chief obje&t of preſer- 
vation, wicked men are preſerved for their ſakesz as Dung is preſerved, not for 
its own ſake, but for the manuring a fruitful field, and Thoras in-the Hedge are 
preſerved for the Gardens lake. t 

7. "Tis then avery fooliſh thing for any to contend againſt the welf are of 
Gods People. 'Tis to {trive againit an Almighty and unwearied Providence: 
Men may indeed ſometimes be ſuffered by God for holy ends. to have their 
Wills, ia ſome meaſure, upon the Church, but not altogether : They muſt firſt 
depoſe him from his Throne, bliad his eyes, or hold his Arm. *Tis as fooliſh 
3s if aworm ſhould deſign to dig down a Mountain, or Chaff to Martial it 
ſelf in Battel-Array againſt the Wind, or for a poor Flye to ſtop the motion 
of a Milſtone. | 
- 1. *Tis fooliſh, Becauſe it is exceeding ſinful. What is done againſt the 
Y Church is rather done againſt God than againſt it, Since all her Conſtirution, 
Worſhip, Obſervances, are directed to God as their ultimate enJ ; that to 
endeavout to deſtroy the Church, 1s to deny God a Worſhip, deprive him of 
his Sanctuary, break open his Houle, Raviſh his Spouſe, cut off Chrilt's Body, 
rob him of his Jewels, and will be fo interpreted by God at the laſt, upon 
the ſcanning of things. If the Church be Gods houſe, the Enemies (hall an- 
ſrrer for every Invaſion, every forcible Entry, for the breaking down the 
Gates and Bars of it, God wili ſue them at Jaſt for dilapidations. 

2. Very unſuccſs full. Shall God be atraid of the multitudes and power of 
Men ? N o more than a lyon, or a young lyon roaring after kis Prey, when 2 
multitude of Sheperds are called forth against them, ſvall he be afraid of their 
voice, or abaſe bimſelf for their noiſe *, Notle and Clamor is all they can Go, 
and that not long : The fierceneis of the Lyon quickly ſcatters them. The 
Aſſociations, and mens girding themſelves againſt the Church, is but a prepa- 
ration to their own Ruine, J/a. 8. 9. Aſſociate your ſelves together oh ye people, 
and je ſhall be broken in pieces, three times repeated. Your Counſcls, faith 
he, ſhall not ſtand againſt that preſence of God that is with us, For God 
is with ur. 

2. It is very deſiruFive too. God will not alway be ſtill and refrain him- 
ſelf : he ſeems to do ſo for a while ; but when he doth ariſe, he will deſtroy 
Iſa. 42: 14- and devour at once *, he will make but one morſel of them. When Gor ;; 
angry with his people,and gives them into the hands of men to exccute his Ja- 
ſtice upon them, and puniſh them, he will even puniſh thoſe enemies for their 
Cruelty, and going beyond their Commiſhon, ia ſatisfying their own immo- 
derate Paſſions upon them. Upon'this account God threatens Pbylor, Ila. 47. 
6. I was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine Inherit ince, and given 
them into thy hand, thou didſt ſhew them no mercy; whereupon God threatens 
them afterwards, &c. ſo Zach. 1.15. God was fore difpleaſed with the Hea- 
then; for when he was but alittle diſpleaſed with his people, they helped for- 
ward the affliction. 


Oſe. 2, Is for Comfort. 
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If all the Providence ot God bs fur the good the Church : It his eyes run 
to and fro to ſhew himlſe)f ftrony for them, it :ffords marter of great com- 
fort. His Providence is continual for them *, he hath ſeven pipes ro couavey 
kindneſs to them, as well as ſeven Lamps whereby to diſcera their (trejpnrs. His 
Providence is as valt as his Omnilcieace : Ihe number of Fipes belonging to 
the Candleſtick of the Church is exact 2ccording to the: number wr Lamps. 
The Churches miſcry cannot be hid from Gods eye, let it be in what part 
of the Earth ſoever, for hiseyes run to and fro throughout the whole Earth, 
and his ſizht excites his ſtrength. Upon the ſight of their diltrefled condition, 
he watches only for the fitteſt opportunity to ſhew himſclt ſtrong for them. 
And when that opportunity comes, he is ſpeedy in the Deliverance of them, 
Pſul. 18. 10. He rode upon a Cherub and did fie, yea, he did flye upon the wings 
of the wind. He doth not only ride upon a Cherub, bur flye. His Wings 
are nothing but wind, which hath the quickeſt and ſtrongeſt motion, which 
moves the greatc{t bodies, and turas down all before it. What is for 
' the good of the whole, hath an influence upon every Member of the 
Body 

I. 'Tis comfort in Duties ard ſpecial Services. Nothing ſhall be wanting 
for encourag-ment to {uty, and tacceis in 1t, when God calls any to it, fince 
all his Providcnce 1s for the good of the Church. Lzt there be but (incerity 
on our parts, in our attempts of ſervice upon Gads cail, and we need not fear 
a wint of Providence on God's part : God never calls any to ferve his Church 
in any (tion, but he doth both ſpirit and encourage them. God hath in his 
common Providence ſuited the nature of every Creature to that place in which 
he hath ſet itin the World ; and will he not much more in his ſpecial Pro- 
vidence ſuit every one to that place he calls them to, for the ſervice of his 
Church! He did nat forſakes Chriſt in redeeming his Church, neither will he 


* Zech. 4.2. 


forſake any in aſlilting his Church. When F-/ciph of A4rimathea would bold- 


ly demiud the bo'ly of our Saviour, Provideace made the way plain 
before him, te meets with no check, neither from P3l:te nor the Prieſts *, 


Mar. 27.38. 


2. In mea»neſs and lowneſs. *Tis one and the fame God that rules the af- 15. 43- 


fairs of the 4 hole World, of the Church and of every particular M:mber of 
it. As it & he {ame Soul that informs the whole Bady, the meaneſt Member 
as w-Il as that which is moſt excellent. Not the meaneſt fincere Chriſtian 
but i; under God+ eye for good. The Spirit atts and animates every Member 
in the Church, the weakelt as well as the moſt towring Ciriſtian. Baruch was 
but the Prop1et Jeremy's Ammuenſts or Scribe, and Servant to Jeremy ( wio 
was no great man in the World himſelf ) yet God takes\ notice ſo of his 
Service, that he w241J particularly provide for him, and commands Jeremy. 
in a way of Prophecy to tell him as much, Jer. 45.\5. I will bring 
evil upon al: ji ſh, bat thy liſe will Tgive unto thee for a prey, whitherſq- 
ever thou coelt \ 

2. In ile gre teſt Judgments upon others, In an Epidemical Judgment upon 
the whote Nation of the Jews, God would have a ſpecial care of Baruch. If 
he ſh»uld caſt his pcople tar off among the Heathen, and ſcatter them among 
the Countries, yet even there he would bea little Sandtuary unto them. His 
own preſence ſhould ſupply the want of a Temple, ſo he is pleaſed to expreſs 


himſelf <. But how is it poſſible the great God can be but a little SanQuary 2 *Ezek 11.16 


Hi- eye is upon them to ſee their danger, and his hand upon them to ſecure 


them from it. His promiſe ſhall ſhield them, and his Wings ſhall cover them*. * Pal. 91. 4. 


While he hath indignation, he hath a ſecret Chamber for their ſecurity *, 


Ifa. 26. 20, 


An Almighty ſhadow, under which they may abide *. In times of the » par g1 i. 


moſt devouring danger, he hath aSeal to ſet upon their foreheads as a mark 
of his ſpecial ProteQion. We never have ſv much experience of Gods 
care an4 itrength, as in times of Trouble, P/al. 37. 39. He 3s their Strength 
in time of Trouble He 1s a friend who is as able as willing, and as wilhog 
as able to help them, waoſe watchfulne(s over then is as much above their 
apprehenſioa as it is above their merits. 
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4.7n the greateſt extremities wherein his people may be,there are promilcs of com- 
fort*.Both in overflowing waters, and ſcorching tires, he will be with them His 
Providence ſhall attend his Promiſe, and his truth {hall be their Shie!d and 
Buckler, P/al. 91. 4. That ſurely is a ſufficient ſupport 3 Chrilt thought jt 
{o, when he only ſaid to his diſciples, 'tis I, be not afraid *. What though there 
be a Storm, a darkneſs and trouble, 'tis I am be, The darkneſs of the night 
troubles not the Pilot whilſt he hath his Compaſs to fteer by. If ll his 
Providences. be for the good of them that fear him, he can never want means 
to bring them out of trouble, becauſe he is always aCtually exerciled in overn- 
ing that which is for their good; and till he ſees it fit ro deliver them, ſe will 
be with them. Great Mercies ſucceed the ſharpeſt Afﬀit&tions * When 
there ſhould be a voice of trembling, and men with their hands upon their 
Loins as women in Travel, and paleneſs in their faccs, from the excels of their 
fears : In that day God would break the Yoak from them, and they ſhould 
ſerve the Lord their God, and David their King. Though the night be never 
ſo dark, yet it is certain the Sun will riſe and diſperſe its light next morning, 
and one time or other ſhew its ſelf in its brightneſs ; We have no reaſon to de- 
ſpond in great extremities, ſince he can think us into ſafety, Pſal. 40. 17 Lord 
think on me 35 much more look us 1nto it 3 his thoughts and his eyes move to- 

ether. 
, 5. In fear of wants. The power of the Governour of the World cannot; 
be doubted. His love, as little as it ſeems, ſince it hath moved him to pre/ 
pare Heaven to entertain his people at the end of their Journey, it will not 
be wanting to provide accommodation for them upon the way, fince all things 
both good and bad are at his beck, and under the government of his gract- 
ous Wiſdom. His eyes run to and fro through the whole Earth, not only 
to defend them in dangers, but ſupply them in wants : for his ſtrength 1s 
ſhewed both ways. Doth he providentially regard them that have no reſpect 
for him, and will he not employ his power for, and extend his care to them 
that adore and love him, and keep up his honour in the World? He will not 
ſurely be regardleſs of the affliftions of his Creatures. His people are not only 
his Creatures, but his new Creatures, their bodies are not.only created by him, 
but redeemed by his Son. The purchaſe of the Redeemer is joyned tothe Provi- 
dence of the Creator. If he took care of you when he might have damned you 
for your Sins, will he not much more ſince you are Believers in Chriſt. And he 
cannot damn you Believing, unleſs he renounce his Sons Mediation and his own 
Promiſe. A natural man provides for his own, much more a Righteous man, Prov. 
19. 22. A good man leaves an Inheritance to his children, much more the God of 
Righteouſneſs, a God who hath his eye always upon them. His eye will affect his 
heart, and his heart ſpirit the hand of his Power to relieve. He hath prepared of 
Eis goodneſs for the poor. Plalm 68. 10. 

6. *Tis comfort in the low eſtate of the Church at any time. Gods eye is up- 
on his Church, even whilſt he ſeems to have forſaken them. If he ſeem ro 
be departed, it is but in ſome other part of the Earth, to ſhew himſelf (trong 
for them; where ever his eye is fixed in any part of the World, his Church 
hath his heart, and his Churches rclief is his end. Though the Church may 
ſometimes lye among the Pots, in a dirty condition, yet there is a time of 
Reſureqtion when God will reſtore it to its true glory, and make it as white 


* Pla.68. 13, a$ a Dove with its Silver wings *: The Sun 1s not alway obſcured by athick 
net L133-04. Cloud, but will be freed from the darkneſs of it. God will judge his people, and 


repent himſelf concerning his Servants *: 'Tisa comfort to God to deliver his peoe 
ple, and he will do it in ſuch a Seaſon when it ſhall be moſt comfortable, to 
his Glory, and their Hearts. The very name Hiers/alem, ſome derive from 
Jireh Salem, God will provide in Salem. The new Jeruſalem 1s the title given 
to Gods Church, Rev. 1. and is (till the objec of his Providence, and he will 
provide for it at a pinch, Ger. 22. 14. Jehovah Jireh, God will raiſe up the 
honour and beauty of his Church : Great men ſhall be ſervants to it, and employ 
their ſtrength for it when God ſhall have mercy on it *: Yea, the Learning 


and Knowledg of the World ſhall contribute to the building of it, v. 13: _ 
grory 
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glory of Lebanon ſha'l come unto thee, the firr tree, the pine tree, and the 
box together, to beautifie the place of my ſanilnary. It ſhall be called the eity of 
the Lord, the Sion of the holy one of 1ſrael, tht ſhe muy know that the. Lord 
is her Saviour, and her Redeemer, th: mighty one of Jacob. As Chriſt rofe. 1n 
his Natural, ſo he will in his Spiritual Body. If Chriſt when dead could not 
be kept from Riliag. Chriſt now living ſhall not be hindered from raifing and 
helping his Church. His own Glory 1s linked with his Peoples ſecurity ; and 
though he may not be moved for any tking in them becauſe of their finfulneſs, 
he will for his own name, becauſe of its Excellency *. Eztk. 36. 22. 1 do not * Ex-36. 
this, for your ſukes, O honſe of Iſrael, but for my holy names ſake. As 
ſorrows encreaſed upon the 7ſzaelites, the nearer their Deliverance approached. 

Becauſe this Method of God is the greateſt ſtartling even to good men, let 
us conſider this a little; that God doth, and why God doth leave his Church to 
extremities before he doth deliver it. 

Take the reſolution of this in ſome propoſitions. 

1. 'Tis indeed Gods uſnal method to lexve the Church to extremity before he 
doth command help. You never heard of any eminent Deliverance of the 
Church but was uſhered in by ſome amazing diſtreſs, The 1/racl/ites were 
not ſaved till they were put in between Sea, Hills and Forts, that their De- 
ſtruction was intvitable unleſs Heaven rcheved them. Pharaoh reſolves to have 
his will, and God reſolves to have his; bur he lets him come with his whole 
Force and open mouth at the 7ſraelites backs, and then makes the Waters his 
Sepulcher. Conſt:zrtine the man-child in the Revelation, was pre:cded by Dizocle- 
ſtan the ſharpeſt Perſecutor. When his People are at a loſs,*ris his uſaual time to 
do hisgreateſt works for them; God had promiſed Chriſt many ages, and yet nv 
appearance of him ; ſtill Promiſe after promiſe, and no pertormance, Pal. 4o. 8, It 
was thenſ /o Icome yet many hundred years rowl'd away, and no ſight of him yer. 
Caprivity and Affi1ion, and no Redeemer ; but when the World was over-run 
with Idolatry.the J-ws opprefled by the Rozene, the Stepter departed fromJudab, 
Herod an Edomite, and (tranger;King,and (carce any Fa:th left, then,thea hecomes. 
The World will be in much the like cafe at his zzxt coming, Lrke 18. 8. 
When the Son of man comes, ſhall he find faith in the earth? there ſhall be 
faintings, deſvondency, unbelief of his promiſe, as though he had caſt off all 
care of his Churches concerns. . 'Tis not meant of a Juſtifying Faith, but a 
Faith in that particular promiſe of his coming. The Faith of the Iſraelites 
muſt needs begin to flag, when they ſaw their Males murdered by ths Egyp- 
tians 3 could they believe the Propagation of the Seed of Abraham, when 
murder took off the Infants, and Labour and Age would in time, the old 
ones > Whilſt their Children were preſerved, the Promiſe might eaſily be be- 
lieved. But conſider, this was but juſt before their deliverance ; like a vio- 
lent Crifis bzfore Recovery, He doth then judge his people, and repent him- 
ſelf for his ſervants, when he ſees their power is gone, and there is none ſhut up 
or left *: He doth fo for the wicked many times, when the effiiction of Ido- 
latrous 1/raef was bitter, when there was not any ſhut up, nor any left, nor 
any helper for Iſrael, then he ſaved them by the hand of 'Jeroboarr the Son 
of Joaſh *. He doth fo with private perſons 3 Peter might have been deliver- *zKings14.26, 
ed by God's Power out of Priſon, when he was firſt ſent thither, but God _ 
thought it fitteſt for him tolie in Chains, and free him but the night betore 
his intended Execution *. Lot had his goods rifled, and carried away Captive, 
before God ſtirred up Abraham to reſcue him. When the hand of the wicked *acs :2 6,7 
lies heavieſt upon the heads of the Righteous, and wrings the moſt mournful | 
fighs from them ; when they are needy, and the wicked ſecurely puffing at them, 
as though they had brought them to ſo low a condition as to blow them away 
with a blaſt, now ſaith God will I ariſe, Pſal. 12. 5. For the oppreſſion of the 
poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will I ariſe ſaith the Lord, I will ſet hins 
at ſafety = him that pufeth at him. Now, this 1s the time I watched for, 
as fitteſt for my own Glory and their ſafety. Then God diſappoints 
them, when they ſeem to have got to the Goal with the Ball at their 


foot. 
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Secondly. God bereby doth glorify himſelf. He then diſcovers that there js 
nothing too high for his power to check, nothing roo lubtil for his Wiſdom 
to diſappoint, nothing too low for his love to embrace. That is the ſzafon 
wherein his Mercy will be moſt prized, his Power moſt admired, his Wiſdom 
moſt adored, and his Juſtice moſt cleared. God lets the concerns of hi, 
Church go backward, that he may bring them on with more Glory to himſe}f 
and fati:fatian to his Creature. God will divide the benefit and the ho- 
nour between bimſelf and the Creature : He will have the whole Glory, and 
his creature ſhall have the ſenſible advantage. They ſhall enjoy Salvztion, 
there is their benefit; but not by ſword or bow, but by ihe Lord their God *, 
Saved they ſhould be, but in ſuch a way wherein the honour of God might 
moſt appear without any mixture of the Creature. 

I. God glorifies bis Power. His eyes runto and fro to ſhew himſelf ſtrong, 
He will thea pitch upon ſuch aſfeaſfon, when his ſtrength may appear moſt 11- 
luſtrious, and none elſe have any pretence to claim an equal ſtrength with him. 
A time of extremity is the fitteſt opportunity for this. When his power can- 
not be clouded by any interpoſitions of the creature for challenging a ſhare 
in it. The greater the malice againſt the Church, the weaker the Churches 
ability to help it (elf, the more glorious is the power of God magnified in de- 
liverancez little dangers are not fo ſuitable for the triumph ot an lufinite 
ſtrength. As God let Chriſt lye three dayes in the Grave, that his Reſurreftion 
might be known to be the fruit of a Divine power 3 for the ſame end he lets his 
myſtical Body lye in the ſame condition. Had God brought 7/rel out of Zgypt in 
thetime of the Kings that were friends to them from a kindly remembrance of Jo- 
ſeph,there had been no character of a Divine Power,tho there had been of a Di- 
vine truth apparentin the caſe;but he ſet apart that time fortheir deliverance,when 
he was to conteſt withthe mightieſt oppoſition from the whole Body of the Fg zpt- 
zan Nation,who had forgot Joſeph their great BenefaCtor. Had not the Diſciples 
been in a great Storm, ready to be caſt away, and Chriſt :(leep, till they were in 
extremity, they had not ſeea ſuch * viſible marks of the extenſiveneſs of 
their Maſters power. When the hearts of the ſtrong men fainted, when the 
Aſſnrians would not hear the Embaſſadors of Peace, when they had broke 
their former Covenant, reſolved to invade the Land; when their Calamity and 
deſpair had arreſted all their hopes, mow, whea all things are in ſuch a de- 
plorable ſtate, will I riſe ſaith the Lord, now will I be exalted ; now will 1 
lift up my ſelf. God was not aſleep or unconcerned, but he fate ſtill watching 
for ſuch a ſeaſon; Now, is three times repeated. The Pſalmiſt gives us a Record 
of this in his particular caſe. When the waters of his affliction were many, 
the Enemy ſtrong, and too ſtrong for him, their ſtrength edged with aniatenſe 
hatred, then God appears to be his ſtay, and prevents them in the day of his 
Calamity, P/al. 18.16, 17, 18. God lets his Enemies be too (trong for him, 
that he might appear his only (tay, without any mixture of Davids ſtrength 
in the caſe. When the Jews thruſt Chriſt out of Nazareth, led him to the 
Brow of the Hill, and were ready to caſt him down, then, and not till then, 
he frees himſelf out of. their hands, and diſappoints the effe&ts of their 
rage. As Chriſt dealt thus for himſelf, ſo he deals for his Church in all 
Apes. = 

yt God glorifies bis Wiſdom. His eyes run to and fro thronghout the whole 
eerth to fhew himſelf ſirong; "tis not a bare ſtrength that God would ſhew, 
or ſuch a Power which we call in man a bruitiſh valour, without wit or skill; 
but to ſhew his ſtrength with his wiſdom, when all his other Attributes may 
be glorified with that of his Power. When all worldly helps are departed, 
we can as little aſcribe our ſecurity to our own wiſdom and induſtry, as to our 
own ſtrength and power. The Phyſitians skill is beſt evidenced in maſtering 


@l. 33.16, a deſperate Diſeaſe. He will bring the Counſels of the Heathen to nought *. 


He will let them counſel, he will let them deviſe and carry on their Counſels 
nzar to Execution, that he may ſhew, that as the ſtrength of Hell is no match 
for his Power, ſo the craft of Satan is no mate for his Wiſdom. But he raiſes 


the Trophies of his Wiſdom upon the ſubtil devices of his Enemies. . 
3. Go 
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3. God glorfi:; bis care and comp je Waean his people are neareſt ccuth- 
mg, Gol 1s nvarlt preterving. Gods Mercy is greateſt when his Sain tsMiſery 
is deepeſt z when $7 » 1s as ai outcalt, ir ſhall be taken into Gods proteQion, 
Ter. 30. 16, 17. il. heal thee of thy wounds, becanſe they called thee an Ont - 
caſt, ſaying, this is Ston wie, mo man ſeeks after. When none flood up to 
plead for her, ivken ter Lovers, ſhe depended on, had forgotten and forſaken 
her, when they tzuught her calf out of the care of any creature, the Greator 
would take cr up. When the ruine was inevitable as to man, their preſervati- 
on was mo!t regarded by Gol. Had God (topped Pharaohat his firſt March, 
by railing fume Vintiny in his Army, his mercy to his people, as well as his 
power againlt his Enemies, had not been fo conſpicuous. The more deſperate 
things arc, the fitter ſubje& tor the advancement of Gods kindueſs. Had God 
conducted the 1ſraelites through a rich and fruitful Country, it would have ob- 
ſcurcd the glory of his care of them, which was more ſignal in direQting them 
throng) a Barren Deſert, crowded with fiery Serpents, without Bread to nou- 
Tiſh them, or Water to cool them, whereia he manifeſted himſelf to be both 
their Caterer and Phylitian. Af-ſes was never more peculiarly under Gods 
proteciio!, no not when he had the whole Guard of 1ſrae! about him ia the 
Wildernefs, than when his Mother had cxpoſcd him to the River forlorn, in a 
| pitched Ark, and forſaken by his Silter, who ſtood aloof off to fee how pro- 
s vidence would conduct him. When Lab:z was pollefſed with Fury againſt 
Jacob, God countermands it, and iſſues out his own order to him, how he ſhould 
behave himſelf towards his Son *. God times his kindneſs, fo that it may ap- 
pear to be nothing elſe but Grace, Grace with a Witneſs ; that his people may * Gen, 31.24; 
be able to underitand the very particularities of it, 1/z. 30.18. therefore will * 
the Lord wiit that be may be gracious unto you : He leaves them therefore for a 
while to the will of their enemies, verſe 17. At #Le rebuke of five ſhall you flee, 
till you be left as a beacon upon the top of a mountain, and 4s an enſign upon 4 


Hill: Never 1s Salvation ſweeter, and Mercy better reliſht, than when it "7 


eth us out of the teeth of danger. God would have his mercy val and 
'tis fit it fnould. And when 18 a Calm more grateful than after the bittereſt 
Storm, attcided with the highelt deſpair? Gods mercy in ſpring 1/2ar after the 
knife was at his throat, was more welcome and more delicious both to Father 
and Son, than if God, had revealed his intent to Abraham in the three days 
Journey to the Mount Moriah, But God ſuſpending his Soul in bitterneſs all 
that time, prepared his heart for the valuation of that mercy. When humane 


1 help torſaketh us, God molt embraceth us, Pſal. 27. 10. When my father and 
b mother forſake me, then the Lord will take me up. 
L 4. God glarifies his. Righteouſneſs and Juſtiee. There is a meaſureof wicked- 


neſs God (tays for, which will be an obje& of his Juſtice without exception, 
When the meaſure of a p:oples Covetouſneſs is come, then their end is come, 
and God will fill them with men as with Caterpillers, and they ſhall lift u 
a ſhout againſt them *. Hereby God clears the Juſtice of his proceedings, that *Jer-51-13,74: 
he exerciled Patience fo long; that things were come to that paſs, that ei- 
ther his People or his Enemies mult be deſtroyed. As the caſe was with the 
Iſraelites, had not God marvellouſly appeared, every man of them had been 
cut off or reduced to Slavery. The Dye was caſt, either the Fgyprians or 
ſſraelites muſt be defeated : either God mult appear for his Church, or none 
would be left in the world toprofteſs him. In ſuch a cafe the Juſtice of God is 
more unexceptionable. No man has any ſemblance for complaining of him ; For 
he ſtruck not till the ſafety of his Adverlaries was inconſiſtent with his own Honor 
and Intereſt of the World. When men come to tucha height, as to ſlight and re- 
ſolve to break the laws of God, then1s the time for the Honor of his Righteoul» 
neſs in his own inſtitutions, to vex them in his {ore diſpleaſure, P/al. 2. 3,5. Ther 
ſhall be ſpeak to them in his wrath, and vex them, &c.When 2 When they reſolve 
to caſt away his bands and cords from them, ver. 2. He is forced to riſe then, 
when men make void his Law, and tread down the Honor of it: whenthey would 
not have God to have a ſtanding Law in the World, or a people to profeſs him, 
Pſal. 119.126. 'Tis time for the Lord to work, for they have made void thy Law. 
M 2 When 
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When the Grapes of Wickedaneſs are thus fully ripe, then is Gods time for the 
honour of his Juſtice to caſt them into the Wine-prels of his Wrath *. This is 
Gods ſet time when he may glorify, without any exception, his Juſtice in 
puniſhing his enemies fins, his Wiſdom in defeating his enemics Plots \ his 
Power in deſtroying his encmics ſtrength, and his Mercy in rclieving his Peg- 
ples wants. 

Thirdly, Such extremities, and deliverance in them, are moſt advantageous for 
his people. 

-4 : being a ſeaſon to improve and know their intereſt, Men do not uſually 
ſeek to God, or at leaſt ſo earneſtly, as when they are in diſtreſs ; the time of 
the tempeſt was the time of the Diſciples praying to Chriſt : The Iſraclites, 
you ſcarce find them calling upon God but 1n times of danger and diſtref: : 
hereby God doth incourage and give an argument for Prayer. The Pſalmiſt 
uſeth the extremity of the Church often as an Argument to move God to pity, 
Pſal. 123. 3. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy upon us, for we are exe» 
ceedingly filled with contempt, We are glutted with contempt, as low as low 
can be, ſo Pſal. 44- 23, 24. Awake, why ſleepeſt thou, O Lord, ariſe, cat us 
not off for wer, our ſoul is bowed to the duſt. That is the molt ſucceſsful time 
for Prayer which is the time of the ſtirring of Gods Bowels. He hath becn a 
ſtrergth to the poor, a ſtrength to the needy in his diſtreſs, a refuge from the 
ſtorm, a ſhadow from the heat, when the blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm 
againſt the wall *, They in ſuch atime fiad how conſiderable their intereſt is 
with God, when upon their Prayer they ſhall find relief ſuitable to every kind 
of danger they are in : The Spirit of Prayer upon the Church is but the 
Preſage of their Adverſaries ruin. When God ſecks to deſtroy the Na- 
tions that come againſt Hierwſalem, he will pour upon the Inhabitants of it, 
a ſpiritof Grace and of Supplication, Zech. 12. 9. and in that day 1 
will ſeek to defiroy all the Nations that come againſt Jeruſalem, and I will pour 
pon the houſe of David and the Inhabitants of Feruſalei: the Spirit of grace 
and of ſupplication. This time of extremity, wheff all their hands fail, ſhould 
edge the Churches Prayers. Our great Iaterceſfor feems in this caſeto ſer, us 
a pattern, Zech. 1. 12. 0 Lord of Hoits, how long wilt thou not have mercy upon Je- 
ruſalem ?(NNR (ſingle by it (elt, not in an aftix. ] When all the Earth fits ſtill and 
is at reſt, unconcerned in the affairs of thy Church, if thou wilt not have mer- 
cy on them inthis ſtrait, who ſhall relieve them? none elſe have any mind 
toit 3 then iflue out ccmtortable words to the Angel from the mouthof Gad. 
This is an advantage of extremity, it ſets Chriſt a pleading, and the Churchon 

raying. 

4 4 - a jerſon for ating Faith at preſent; and an encouragement of relyance 
upon bim in future ſireights. As a leafon for ating Faith at preſent. Our Sa- 
viour lets L:1zarus dye and (tink inthe Grave, before he raiſed him, that he 
migh both confirm Faith ia his Diſciples hearts, and ſettle it in the hearts of 
ſome of the Jews *. I am glad for your ſakes that 7 was not there, to the intent 
that ye may believe. What, let Lazarus die, one that he loved, one ſo ſtrongly 
pleaded for by two Siſters that he loved too, and follicited upon his friendſhip 
torelieve him? v. 3. Behold be whom thou loveſt is ſick; and our Saviour glad he 
was not there to prevent it? yes, not glad of Lazarxs his extremity, nor of the 
Churches 3 But of the opportunity to give them greater ground of Faith and 
encouragement to truſt him; The Churches Faith is Gods Glory : He that 
hath many things totrult to, is 1n ſuſpence which he ſhould take hold of - But 
when there is but one left, with what greedineſs will he claſp about that! God 
cuts down worldly props, that we might make him our ſtay. How will the 
Church ia extremity recolleCt all the deliverances of it ia former ages, and 
put them up in pleas to God, for a renewal of his wonted kindneſs, and new 
ſucceſſions of deliverance, whereby God gets the glory of his former work, 
and his Church the preſent comfort in renewing fiducial a&ts upon him? How 
doth Jehoſaphat put God in mind of his gracious affiſtance ated ſome ages 
before, when he was 1n a ſtreight, by the Invaſion - of a powerful Army, 
2 Chron. 20. 7. Art not thou our God that didſt drive out the Inhabitants of — 
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Lind before 1hy people liracl ? ov. 12. lie know not what to Ad), but our eyes are 
pon thee : Never are the Churches eyes fo fixed upon God 3 never Gods eyes 
ſo fixed upon the Church, as in times of their diſtrels. Then there is a ſweet 
Communion with, and recountiog of ali their former triendſhips : The Church 
then throws it {elf wholly upon God: Its profperity is but Jike a troubled 
Sea, its diſtreſs is the time of its reſt. $0 Aſa, when aſſaulted by a million of 
men under Zerah the Ethiopian, how doth he throw himſclf and the whole 
weight of his concerns upon the hands of God, and makes his Cauſe Gods ? 
2 Chron. 14. 11. Help us, 0 Lord our Gol, for we reſt on thee, oh Lord, thou art our 
God, let not man prevail aginit thee. And there is an encouragement alſo in 
the deliverance for future Faith. It gives a ground for future Faith from tie 
riches of the preſent experience; in ſuch diſtreſ[es there 1s the higheſt expe- 
rieace of God, and hope is the fruit of experience; How apt are we to believe 
God in other {traits, when we have had zfliſtance ( like they that dream'd) 
come unexpetedly upon us. God overthrew Pha- raho's Hoſt in the Red 
Sea, when they were upon the hcels of the afirighted 7ſraelites and ready to 
cruſh them, but God gave them to be meat to the people inhabiting the Wilder» 


neſs *, as a (tanding excellent diſh to feed their hopes for all future? de. *P/4. 7414: 


liverances upon their trult in God, And indecd that deliveranc2 w s an eiraeſt 
of their perpetual ſecurity, by ſpecial Providence in any ſucczeding trouble. And 
God often gives them a particular charge to remember thatdchiverance, with a 
praCtical remembrance, to (till their Fear, and ſupport their Faith, Dext. 7. 18. 
Thon (hcht 1 0t be afraid of them, Lut ſhalt well remember whatthe Lord thy God 
did unto Pharaoh, and to all the Egyptians. He would have ttem remember 
it as a Covenant-mercy, what the Lord thy God did, ttyGodin Covenant.not 
what the Lord did barely by an arm of Power, butwhat he didby a vaſtneſs 
of afke&iro, and as a God of truth and firmneſs in his Covenant. 

3. In fiiting them by the exiremity for a holy reception of the mercy inten- 
ed. 

od keeps up the diſtreſs of his Church to expel ſelf-confidence, Truſt in 
earthly things are the great checks of Gods Kindneis. We hardly forſake this 
temper till we are forſaken by all thoſe things we confide in: Times of extre- 
mity make us more humble ;z and humility, like the Plow, fits us for the feed 
of mercy. The Gardners digging up the clods is but to prepare the earth 
for the receiving aad nouriſhing ſome excellent Plants he intends to put into 
its Womb There is a certain (ct time for Gods great ations. He lets the 
powers of darkneſs have their hour, and God will take his hour, pſ«l. 102. 13. 
Thou fhalt ariſe and have mercy upon Sion, for the 1ime to favour her, yea the ſet 
time is come. Hehath a ſet time for the diſcovery of his mercy, and he will not 
ſtay a jot beyond it. What is this time? ». 9, &c. When they eat aſbes like 
bread, and mingle their arink with weeping. Whea they are molt humble, and 
when the ſervants of God have more attection to the Church, When their 
humble and ardear aftections are ſtrong, even to the ruine and rubbiſh of it ; 
when they have a mighty deſire and longing for the reparation of it, as the 
Jews in Captivity had for the very duſt of the Temple, v. 14. For thy ſervants 
take plealure in her ſtones, and favour the du3t thererof. For, there notes it to be 
a reaſon why the ſet-time was judged by them to be come. Thais Gods ſet 
time when the Church is molt believing, moſt humble, moſt affeQionate to Gods 
intereſt in it, and moſt ſincere. Without Faith we are not fit to dcfire mer- 
cy 3 without humility we are not fit to receive it, without aftedtion we are 
not fit to value it, without {iacerity we are not fit ty emprove it. Times 
of extremity contribute to the growth and exerciſe of thoſe qualificati- 
Ons. ' 
4- In ſecuring them againfl future ſireights. For Gods diſappointing Ene- 
mics when they think themlelves ſure of all, is the higheſt diſcouragement to 
them, and thoſe of the like temper, to renew the like attempts ; but if the 
do, it 1s an evidence they ſhall meet with the Jike ſuccels ; 'Tis the higheſt 
vexation to ſee their projets diverted, when they have lighted their match, and 
are ready to give fire. Men may better take notice how God loves his people 
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when he apprehends their adverſaries in the very Pfinacle of their Pride, and 
flings them down from the Mount-of their hopes. It doth not only daſh the 
preſent deſigns, but diſhearten future attempts. The Fgypiians after their over- 
throw at the Red Sea, never attempted to diſturb them 1a their journey in the 
Wilderneſs. - It was a Bridle to all their enemies, except Aalek, upon whoſe 
Country they travelled in the Wilderneſs, when it was the intereſt of State in 
all thoſe Nations to rout that ſwarm of People that muſt have fome Seat to 
dwell in; and every Nation might juſtly fear to be diſpoſleſſed by them; yet 
we read of no League among thoſe Nations bordering upon the Wildernefs, 
ſuch a terror Cid God ſtrike into them by that. rc!1et he gave his People in 
their extremity at the Red Sea ;z whereby he provided for their future ſecu- 
rity in their whole Journey. It was this melted the hearts of the Gibeonites, 
one of the Nations of Carey, and brought them to a ſubmiſhon to Joſhua, - 
as the ſ-ntiment of all cheir Neighbours, Joſh.9-9. We are come becauſe of the name 
of the Lord thy God,for we Fave heard the fame of him, and all that be didin Egypt. 
And for this and other reaſons it may be, that the times before the Churches 
laſt deliverance hall be ſharper than any before 5 which our Saviour inti- 
mates, Mat. 24. 21. For then there ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince 
the beginning of the world, no nor ever ſhall be. In Diſcourling his Diſciples 
of the troubles at the deſtruction of Jer»ſalem, which was a type of the trou- 
ble preceding the end of the World, he adds a diſcourſe of what ſhall be at 
the end of the World, in the laſt attempt of the enemies of the Church ; for 
ver. 29. he ſaith, immediately after the tribulation of thoſe days, he ſpeaks cf 
his coming in the Clouds of Heaven with great power and glory. And alſo 
in the Revelation, Rev. 16. 18. And there was a great earthquake, ſuch as was 
wot fince men were upon the earth, ſo mighty an earthquake, and ſo great. 
Thisperhaps at the pouring out of the ſeveath Vial, may concera the Chriſti- 
an Church as well as the Antichriſtian Party. But the reaſon why it may 
be ſharper juſt before that laſt deliverance, than it was in former ages, may be 
becauſcitis the laſt effort the enemy ſha!l make 3.thelaſt demoaltration of Gods 
power and wiſdom for, aad care of his Church, andof Juſtic- upon his enemics 
in- ſuch caſes. The laſt ſcaſon for their multiplying their cries, and aCting their 
Faith for ſuch a concern. 

3. Ofe of Exhortation. 

If it be fo, that the Providence of God is chiefly deſigned for the good of the 
Church: 

Firſt, Fear not the enemies of the Church. 'Tis a wrong to Gad. Fear of Man 
is always attended with a forgetfulnels of God, Ie 51. 12, 13-1, even Tam be 
that comforteth you, who art thou that art afſraid of a man that ſhall dye, and 
of the ſon of man that ſhall be made as graſs, and forgetteſt the Lord thy maker, 
who hath ſtretched forth the Heavens, &*c* *Tis to value the power of graſs 
above the power of the Creator, as though that had more ability to hurt, than 
God to help. As if men were as ſtrong as Mountains, and God as weak as . 
a Bulruſh. *Tis a wrong to his truth ; hath he not comforted you in his 
Promiſe? What Creature ſhould then deje& you ? *Tis a wrong to his Mercy 
Is he not the Lord thy maker ? Calvir refers this to Regeneration, and not 
Creation. Hath he not renewed you by his Spirit 2and will he not protect you by 
his ſtrength ? and that you may not queſtion his power, look up to the Heavens 
which he hath ſtretched out, and the foundations of the Earth which he hath 
laid : And is that Arm which hath done ſuch mighty works, too weak to 
defend that work which is choicer in his eye than either the extended Heaven, 
or the eſtabliſhed Earth 2 We vilifie God, and defile his glory, when our fear 
of mans power ſtifles our Faith in God, 7/2 8. 12, 13. Neither fear you their 
fear, nor be afſraid, ſanifie the Lord of _= himſelf, and let him be your 
fear. Let the wicked fear the 4/yrians, and engage in confederacies againſt 
them; but let your eyes be lifted up to me and my Providence. God will 
either turn away the mouth of the Cannon from the Church, or arm it againſt 
the ſhot. Either preſerve it from a danger, pro-te& it in it, or ſanCtifie it to 
the Church, and who nced fear a Sword in a Fathers hand ? _ 
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1. Will you ſear 441, who bave a God ty ſecure you? The Church beloags to 
God, ot to man, as a jult propriety. 1/2. 43 1. Fear net, for | have redeemed 
thee, I hive called thee bymy name: thou art mine, when thin paſſeſt through the 
waters I will be with thee, &c. Thou art mine, not mans. Thcu art mine, I 
am thine. I will be with thee as thine, I will ſecure thee as mine. 1s my 
creating, is my forming, is my redeeming thee to no putpoſe ? 1 will no: ſe- 
cure you. from trouble ; but ſurely my redemption of you, the propriety I 
have in you, (hould ſecure you from fears in thoſe troubles. None ſhall hurt 
you whilſt I have power to defend you. God with ws, if well conſidered and 
believed,is ſufficient to ſtill thole fears which have the greateſt outward objetts 
for their encouragement, P/al. 27. 1. The Lord 3s the ſtrength of my life, of whone 
ſhall 1 be affraid. 1f God be our ſtrength to ſupport us, why ſhould the 
weskneſs of duſt and a{hes ſcare us? Alliance to great men, and ProteQion 
of Princes, prop up mens hearts agaiaſt the fears of others ; and ſhall alliance 
to God be of a weaker efficacy ? A* Heathen could fo argue, that knew no- x OY 
thing of Redemption. Let the Counſels of Enemies be crafty *, yet they 5 © © 


conſult againſt Gods hidden ones, hidden by God whilſt Plotted againſt by *Pſl.83. 3: 
men: who would fear the ſtratagems of men, whilſt proteCted in an impreg- 
nable Tower ? Gad hides, when men are ready to ſeize the Prey. How did 
the Angel prote& a ſincere trembling Lot againft the invaſion of a whole 
City, and ſecured his pzrſon whilſt he blinded his enemies eyes that they 
could not find the. door. Inſtruments cannot deliga more,malicioully, than 
Chriſt watches over them affectionately. Chriſt hath his Eye to ſee your works x, 2. 13. 
and danger where Satan hath his T hrone. 

2. Will you fear men, who have a God to watch over their motions > What 
Counſcls can prevail where God intends to over-rule: their reſolves ? There 
1s no place ſo cloſe as to keep private reſolutions from his knowledge. This 
was the thought of thaſe States-men againſt whom the Prophet Iſaiah thun- 
ders, Iz. 29.15, 16. Wo unto them that ſeek deep to hile their counſel from the 
Lord and ihtir works are in the dark ; ſurely your turning of things wpſide 
down ſ.4ll be efteemcd as the potters clay. Their Coualels were as well known 
to him as the Potters Clay 1s to the Potter, which he can either frame into a 
veſlel, or fling away into the Maſs from whence he took it. God hath not 
deſpoyled himſelf of his Government z nor will devolve his right upon any 
men to diſpoſe of his concerns. When men think to act fo ſecretly, as though 
they framed themſelves, as though Gods eye were not upon them 3 He will 
watch and trace all their Motions,and make them inſignificant to their purpoles. 
Satan himſelf, the ſlyeſt and ſubtileſt agent, is too open to God to hide 
his Counſels from him. Never fear man till the whole combined Policies of 
Hell can controul the reſolves of Heaven. Till God wants Omniſcicnce to 
dive into their ſecrets, skill to defeat their Counſels, and an arm to abate their 

ower. 
: 3. Will you fear men or devils who have a God to reſtrain them ? 

The great Dragon and Geaeral of the Serpents Seed is under a binding-power, 
who can bind him not only a thouſand years, but a thouſand Ages *. Have his 
Seed mare force to reſiſt Almightineſs, than their Captain > The Prophet ſpeak- *Re?: 29.2 
ing of the A/frians.threatning Jeruſalem, and the confuſion in ſome Cities for 
fear of them, Yet, ſaith he, he ſhall remain at Nob, a City of the Levites, not 
far from Jeruſalems ; where he might have a full proſpe&t of the City. He 
ſhall but ſhake his hand, he ſhall not gripe it in his Talons ; He (ball ſhew his 
teeth, but not bite, ſaar] but not worry, Iſa. 10. 32. God will Jet out fo 
much of the enemies wrath, as may anſwer his gracious ends to the Church in 
purging of them, but the remainder of Wrath, which remains in their hearts 
for the Churches DeſtruQtion, he will reſtrain *. As a Phyſitian weighs out ſo 
much as may curb the Diſeaſe, not kill the patient. The Chain of Providence 
controuls the Power of Satan, when it doth not change his defires. The E- 
gyptians Will agaia(t the Iſraelites was (ſtrong, but his power was weak. Might 
and Power is only in the hand of God, who Reigns over all, 1 Chron. 29. 12. 
And God will exert ſo much of Power to bridle the inclinations of Nature ia 
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the wicked for the good of his People. He will give them ſo much li ne as 
may ſerve his holy purpoſes, but not ſo much as ſhall prejudice the Churches 
ſtanding. A Staff 1s not capable of giving a ſmart blow without the force of 
the hand that holds it. Wicked men are no more thanaſtaffin Gods hand, rſzl.10. 
5- The Rod of my Anger, the Staff in their hand is my indignation ; he can 
either ſtrike with it, or break it in pieces. The Staff is (till in the hand of 
God, and can do no more than what his merciful Arm moves it to ; as ke can 
re(train it, ſo he can divert it. What ſhould we fear thoſe whole hearts are in 
Gods hands, whoſe enmity is under Gods reſtraint, who can change their 
fury into favour, or at leaſt bridle it as he doth the Waves of the Sea ? No 
Enemies ſhot can exceed Gods Commiſſion. God often laughs when men 
Plot, and diſappoints when they begin to a&. Sometimes he makes them att 
contrary to their intentions. Ba/aam comes to curſe the People, and God turns 
his tongue to bleſs them, which if guided by his own heart, would have 

* Numb.23.7, poured out execrations upon them *. God puts the words into his mouth, 

s. but not in his heart, verſe 5. and makes him bleſs that which his heart 
hates. 

4- Will you fear them who have a God to ruin them? Though the Beaſt in the 
Revelations hath ſeven heads, a reaching Wiſdom ; and ten horns, a mighty 

*Rev.17-3, power *, (both the numbers of ſeven, and ten, being numbers of perteCtion 
in Scripture) yet with all his Wiſdom and Strength he ſhall tumble down 
to Deſtruction, they can no more reſiſt Gods power, than bluſtring Winds or 
raging Waves can croſs his Will, When the enemies of the Church are in 
Combination, like Thorns full of prickles folded together, then ſhall they be 
conſumed like fFubble that is dry, Nahum 1, 10. God loves to defeat Pride, 
Exod. 18. 11. Is the thing wherein they dealt proudly, he was above 
them. God waits but the time of their (welling to makes them burſt. Abſalom 
kills his Brother, withdraws the people from their obedience to the King, ſtirs 
them up to revolt, enters Jersſalexz in his Fathers abſence, polutes his Con- 
cubines, engages in deſigns againſt his life, raiſetz an Army agaiaſt him, 
who wculd not ſay David was in extremity, and 4/2loz alone profpering 
in his deligns? but when 4bſalom comes to open force, God ariſes, an Oak 
carches him, his Mule forſakes him, and Joab diſpatches him. Sexracherib had 
proſpered in bis Conqueſt of J»dea, taken many ſtrong Towns, laid fiege 
to Jeruſalem, lollicites the People to revolt, blaſphemes the God of Hea- 
ven, and then an Angel comes and: makes a dreadful ſlaughter in a night, 
and he returning to his own Countrey is killed by his own Sons *. Gods 

* 2 Kings.19. Arrows ſhallnever miſs their mark,and he hath more than one to ſtrike into the 

7+ 35: 36, 37- 1 earts of his enemies, Pal. 18.14: He ſent out his arrows and ſcaitered thew,What 
reaſon then to fear even multitudes, who can never be tao ſtrong for that God 
who gave them that little ſtrength they have! 

Secondly, The ſecond Duty to which we are exhorted. If all Gods Providen- 
ces tend to the good of his Church and People, 

2. Then cenſure not God in his dark Providences. As we are often too haſty 
in our deſires for mercy, and are not content to [tay Gods time 3ſo we are too 
haſty in making conſtruftions of Providence, and will not ſtay Gods leifure of 
informing us. When God feems at the beginning of every Providence to ſpeak 
the ſame language as Chriſt did to Peter in waſhing his feet, Johr 13.7. What! 
do, thou knoweſt not now, tut thou ſhalt know hereafter : The Inſtruments are 
viſible, the aCtion ſenſible, but the inward meaning (till lies obſcured from our 
view. We are too ſhort ſighted to apprehend and judge of Gods Works : 

*Prov. 20.24. Man cannot underſtand his own way *; much lefs the ways of an infinite God. 
* Pſal.36.6. Gods Judgments are a great deep *, we may ſooner fathom the deepeſt part 
-1n the Sea, underſtand all the turaings of thoſe ſubterranean paſſages, lave out 

_ the Ocean with a ſpoon, or ſuck in, into our Bellies, that great maſs of waters, 
—than underſtand the ways of God with our ſhallow brains. He makes dark- 

neſs his Pavilion : He is ſometimes very obſcure in his ways. Neither che 

greatneſs of his Means, nor the wiſdom of his workings, can be fully appre- 

hended by men. We have ſence to feel the effets, but not heads to m— 

the 
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the reaſons and methods of the Divine Government. Eecleſ. 3. 11. No 14% 
can find out the work that God makes from the begining to the end. Though 4 
man may ſce the beginning of Gods works, yet is he able to walk underſtand» 
ingly along with Divine Wiſdom in every ſtep it takes? will he not Jole the 
traCt often before it comes to an end ? *Tis not the face, but the back-parts of 
Providence which we behold ; why then ſhould we ufurp an authority beyond 
our ability, and make our ſelves Gods Judges 3 as it infinite Wifdom and 
Power were bounded within the narrow compaſs of our purblind Reaſons ? 
His ways are beyond our tracing, and his Councils too high for our ſhort 
meaſures. Since therefore God ſatisfies the Righteouſneſs of his owngWill, 
let us ſubmit our curioſity to his Wiſdom, and forbear our Cenſures 
of that exa& righteouſneſs and ſuperlative wiſdom which we cannot com- 
rehend. 

: 1. Therefore, Firſt fix this in your minds, that God is Righteous, Wiſe and 
good in every thing. Good, therefore nothing can be hurtful to his People : 
Righteous, therefore nothing Unjuſt. Wiſe, therefore nothing in vain ;our injuri- 
ous thoughts of him make us ſo uncharitable towards him, and greater Cenſu- 
rers of his righteous ways, than we are of mens wicked actions, Clouds 
and Darkneſs are about him- our eye cannot pierce rhrough his darknels, or 
ſee the frame of his counſels, yet let theſe Principles be kept as the Center, 
that Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the habitation of his throne *, He is 
righteous ia his darkneſs, wiſe in his cloudineſs ; though his Judgments are 
unſearchable to us, and his ways paſt fiading out by our moſt induſtrious in- 
quiſitions 3 and a depth of knowledge and wiſdom there is in them, too deep 
for us to meaſure *, God was always Righteous, Wiſe, and Good, he is the 
ſame (till: Though the motions of the Planets be contrary, yet the Sphere where 
they are fixed, the natures wherewith they were created, are the ſame (till. 
Though the Providences of God have various motions, yet the Spring of his 
Counſel, the Rule of his Goodneſs, the Eye of his Wiſdom, the Arm of his 
Power are not altered: He afts by the ſame Rule, diſpoſeth by the ſame Wil 
dom, orders according to the ſame Righteouſneſs 3 he 1s unchangeable 1a the 
mid(t of the changeable effe&s of Providence. The Sun is the ſame body, 
which admits of no inward alteration, keeps exactly its own motion, though 
its appearances are ſometimes ruddy, ſometimes clear, its heat ſometimes more 
faint, at another time more ſcorching ; its diſtance ſometimes nearer, ſometimes 
farther off, He muſt be very ignorant that thinks the obje&s upon which we 
look through a Priſme or Trigonal glaſs, change their colours as often as they 
are repreſented ſo, in the various turnings of the Glaſs. You ſee the undulati. 
ons and wavings of a Chain which hangs prependicularly, one part moves this 
way, and another that way, but the hand that holds it, or the beam to which ic 
is faſtned, is firm and (teddy. 

2. Diſtinguiſh between preparations to the main work, and the perſeFion of 
the work,; between the motions of Gods eyes, and the diſcovery of his ſtrength, 
his eyes move before his power. The negleCt of this was the cauſe of the 1/7 ael- 
;tes uncharitable Cenſures of the kindneſs of God : they interpret Gods redu- 
cing them into the Straits near the Red Sea, a deſign for their deſtruction, which 
was but the preparation for their compleat deliverance,in a way moſt glorious to 
God, and molt comfortable and advantagious to themſelves. 


* Pſal. TH 


* Rom 9. 23- 


Morn.de verit” 


He that knows not the uſe of the Grape, would fooliſhly cenſure a man who qo --2e” 
ſhould fliag them into a Winepreſs, and ſqueeze them into maſh, which is but cp. 12.p. 250, 


a preparation of them to afford that generous liquor which was t 
growth. God treads his Grapes in a Wine-preſs to draw from the 
W ine, and preterve the juyce for his own uſe, which would elſe wither upon the 
ſtalk, and dry up to nothing. We judge not the Husbandman angry with his 
ground for tcaring it with his Plow 5-nor cenſure an Artificer for liewing his 
Stones, or beating his Iron, but expett patiently the iſſue of the deſign. Why 
ſhould we not pay the ſame reſp<& to God which we do to men in their Arts; 


ce a delicate 


end of their 21'- 


ſiace we are leſs capable of being Judges of his incomprehenfible Wiſdom, than = 


of the 5kill of our fellow-creatures ? God ia his croſs Providences prepares 
the 
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the Church'for fruirfalneſs whilſt he Plows it. 'He-may ſeem to be digging 
up the Bowels of the Church, while he is only preparing to lay the foundacion 
in $501 for the raiſing a noble (trufture 5 and in what ſhape ſoever he appears 
in his” preparations, he will in his perfeQion of .it-appear 1n glory, ' Pſa. 192. 
16. When the Lord ſhall build np Sion, he ſhall appear in glory, and evidence 
that he was reſtoring, whilſt we thought him deſtroyiag 3 and healing, whillt we 
thought hit wounding. As God hath ſetled a gradual Progreſs iv his works 
of Creation, ſo by degrees he brings his.everlaſting Counlcls ro perfection. The 
ſcaſons of the year ar2 not jumbled together, but orderly ſucceed one another; 
and the coldneſs of the Winter is but a preparation for a ſealonable Spring, and 
2 Summer Harveſt. We do not unrighteouſly accuſe God of diſorder. in his 
common works, why ſhould we do it 1n his ſpecial works of Providence 2 Do 
we diſparage the Mauſitians skill for the jarring and unintelligible touches inthe 
tuning the Inſtrument, bat rather wait for the Leſſon he intends to play ?If we 
ſtay for Gods fuller Touches of this grear laſtrumenr of the World 1n the way 
of his Providence, it will, like Davids Harp, chaſe away that evil Spirit from us 
which is now too apt to cenſure him. 

2. Fix not your eye only upon the ſen/ible operations of providence, but the 
ultimate end. As in a Watch the various wheels have dificrent motions, yet all 
ſabſervient to one end, to tell the true hour of the day, and the motion of the 


* Sun ; ſo are all the Providences of God. Should any have been preſerved in 


the Deluge upon ſome high Mountain, who had not knowa the delign of the 
Ark, and had ſeen it floating upon ſuch a Maſs of Waters, he would have judg- 
ed the People in it ina deplorable condition, and have concluded that it would 
have broke againſt the Mountain, or been overturatd by the Waves ; yet that 
was NoaÞ's preſervative. Had any of us been with Chriſt, and acknowledged 
him the Saviour of the World, and yet ſeen him Crucited ia ſuch a manner 
by men, and judged only by that, what wiſe and what juſt conſtruttions ſhould 
we have made of that Providence ? much the ſame as ſome of his Diſciples did, 
Luke 24. 21. We truſted that it had beew he which ſhould have redeemed Iſrael, 
But the whole delign is ſpoiled, we were fools, and be an Impoſtor. Yet this 
which ſeemed to be the ruine of Redemption, was the neceilary high way to 
it by Gods conſtitution. No other way was it to be procured, ver. 26. Ought 
not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe things, and to have entred into his Glory? His 
entrance into glory to perfe& our Salvation, was the end of the ſenſible 
ſuffering wherein he laid the foundationz as they charge Chriſt with impoſture, 
not conhidering the end, ſo do we. God with unrighteouſnels, when we cons 
fider not his aim. The end both beautifies and crowns the work; The re- 
marks of Gods Glory in the Creation are better drawn from the ends of the 
Creatures, and their joynt ſubſerviency to them, than from any one ſingle piece 
of the Creation. We muſt not only confider the preſent end, but the remote 
end, becauſe God in his Providence towards his Church hath his end for after 
times.God ads for ends at a great diſtance from us, which may aot be compleat- 
ed till we are dead and rotten, How can we judge of that which reſpe&s a 
thing ſo remote from us, unleſs we view it in that Relation ? Gods aims in 
former Providences were things to come, his aims in preſent Providences are 
things to come. As the ratter of the Churches Prayers, ſo the objects of Gods 
Providences are things to come, /ſa. 45. 11. Ak me of things to come, concern» 
ino my ſons, The matter of their Prayers then were, that God would order 
all rhings for the coming of the Aſe/ſrab. The matter of the Churches Prayer 
ncw is,that God would order all things for the pretcGing the Mcſhah in his my- 
ſtical Body. The whole frame of Providence is for one intire delign. *Tis 
one intire Book with ſeven Seals *. The beginning of a Book as well as the 
middle hath relation to the end. The defign of Gods Book of Providence is 
kat one in all the ſeven Seals and periods of time. 

4. Conſider not only one ſingle a of providence, but the whole Scheme, to make 
4 concluſton. The motions of his eyes are various, but all ends in diſcoveries 
of his ſtrength. Men do not argue-from one ſingle propolition, but 'draw the 


concluſion from ſeveral propoſitions knit together. 'Tis by tuch a Spiritual 
Logick 
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Logick we are to make our conclnſions from the way of Providence ; as in 


the reading Scripture, if. we take not the whole Period. we may make not only Ruger of Juſti- y] 
non-ſenſe, but blaſphemy, as in that of the Pſalmiſt, Thow art met a God that 2-fication, part 
hath pleaſure in unrighteonſneſs. If a man ſhould read only, thou art not 2 God, as 


and make a full ſtop there, it would be Blaſphemy 3; but reading the whole verſe, 
itis exccllent ſence, and an honourable declaration of Gods holineſs. Such Er- 
rors will be committed in reading the Books of Providence, if we fix our eyes 
only ia one place,-and make a full ſtop where God hath not made any. We 
judge not of 'a PiQure bythe firſt draught, but the laſt lines ; not by one ſha- 
dow or colour, but by the whole compoſure. The Wiſdom of God is beſt 
judged of by the view of the harmony of -Providence. The ſingle threads of 
Providence may ſeem very weak,-or knotty and- uneven, and ſeem tv adminiſter 
juſt occaſion of cenſure ; but will it not as much raiſe the admiration to ſee 
them all woven into a curious piece of branched work £ Conſider therefore 
Gods ways of working, but fully judge nothing, till the concluſion, for that is 
to judge before the time. Judge not then of Providence art the firſt appear- 
ance, God may (o loſe the glory of his work, and you the comfort. 

Thirdly. The third Duty. Tngquire into providence, and interpret all publick 
providences by this Rule. We mult ſearch into it, though we are not able to find 
out all the reaſons of it. What can be a braver ſtudy than that which is the 
objet of Gods eternal counſel 2 We are conformed to God in our Wills when 
we have the ſame cnds in our motions; and we are conformed to God in our 
underſtandings when we have the ſame obje& of our thoughts ; ſomes Provi- 
dences have their interpretation written 1a their forecheads,we may run and read; 
ſuch as his ſignal Judgments in the World, which expreſs the very fia for 
which they are inflicted; others are wrapt up in a harder ſhelf, and more'covers, 
and therefore more labour to reach tae kernel ; ſome are too high for our 
knowledge, none for our enquiry. *Tis our duty to ſeek after God, though we 
can never arrive to .a perfett knowledg of him. Job 11. 7. cernſhthog by ſeurch- 
ing find out God? canſt thon find out the Almighty unto perfedion?\He prohibits 
not the ſearching, though he aſſerts the impoſſibility of ding him out to 
perfeftion. What hath God given us faculties for, but to ſearch after him 2 and 
we mult not do it to ſatisfie our curioſity, but to encreaſe our knowledge, and 
conſequently our admiration of his wiſe and powerful care. Diligence muſt 
be uſed too. Our firſt thoughts about things of concernment, are uſually con- 
fuſed ; ſo are our firlt ſights of Providence. Providence is a great deep, deep 
things are not ſeen without (tooping down, We muſt ezcax-4e as the Angels 


do when they ſearch into the things of the Goſpel *. But let this aim of God * : Per. 1 12 


at the good of his Church be the rule of your interpertation. Without this 
Compaſs to ſteer our jud ts by, we may both loſe atid rack our ſelves in 
the Wilderneſs of Providence, and fortify our natural Atheiſm and Ignorance 
inſtead of our Faith. I muſt confeſs the ſtudy of Providence is in ſome reſpe&t 
more difficult than in the former Ages of the World, becauſe God ſeems to 
manage things in the Church more by his Wiſdom than Power, which is not ſo 
intelligible by man as the ſenſible effefts of his ſtrength. That Attribute he 
manifelted moſt in Miraculous ways, and the viſible Miniſtry of Angels, as we 
read in Scripture-ſtoriesz now he employs his Wiſdom more in ordering ſecond 
cauſes in ordinary ways to his own high, merciful, and juſt ends. Yet ſince 
the diſcovering of Chriſt, God hath given ts a rule whereby we may diſcern 


much of his Wiſdom in the knowledge-of his end, as the knowledge of Chriſt 
removes the Veil from the Scripture in our reading of it *. The ſame Vazl re» *2 Cor.,, 14; 
mains in the reading of the Old Teflament, which Veil it done away in Chbrift, "5 5: 


(which Veil is ſtill upon the Jews) and makes us underſtand thoſe parts of the 
Old Teſtament, which otherwiſe would be utterly obſcure ; ſo in the readin 
the Books of Providence, the knowledg of this end of God in them, will help 
us to underſtand the meaning of that which otherwiſe would non-plus the Rea- 
ſon of man. He that knows the end of one that is making a Watch, will not 
wonder at his framing ſmall wheels, and filing little pins 3 but he that under- 
ſtands nothing of the deſign, _ count it ridiculous for a maa ſo to trifle a- 
2 | way 
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way his time. Without the knowledge of thisend, we ſhall cxpole our lelve 
to miſerable miſtakes. As Plutarch miſtook the cauſe of the cealing of Oracles, 
aſcribing it to the change of the nature of the Soil, not attording thoſe ex- 
halations as formerly 3 or the death of the Demons which gave thoſe Oracles. 
He had judged otherwiſe, had he known or believed the riſing of a Higher 
Power, the Son of Rightcouſneſs in the World, who impoſed ſilence upon thoſe 
Angels of darkneſs ; the moſt famous Oracles in the World ceafing about the 
time of Chriſt, To imagine to interpret the motions of Providence without 
a knowledge of Chriſt and the deſign of God for his Church, i as vain 'as to 
imagine we can paint a ſound, or underſtand a colour by our ſmell ; Corre& 
Senſe by Reaſon in this work, and Reaſon by Faith. To what end hath God 
preſcribed Faith to ſuccour us in the weakneſs of Reaſon, if it had been 
capable to underſtand his ways without it, and if we'make no uſe of it upon 
ſuch occaſions? 

Fourthly, A fourth Duty. Confider the former providences God hath wrought 
for the church in the paſt ages. Let him not loſe the preſent glory of his paſt 
works, Pſal. 102. 18. This fhall be written for the generation to come, and the peo» 
ple which ſhall be created ſhall praiſe the Lord. Even for that work of his which 
1s Written to be done in former Ages. God loves to have his former works read 
and pleaded. *Tis a keeping a ſtanding praiſe of him in the World. We have 
had the benefit of them, it is fit God ſhould have the glory of them from us, 
as well as from thoſe who immediately injoyed them. Our good was bound 
up in every former preſervation of the Church. If the Candleſtick had been 
broken, where had the Candle been? Had the Church been deſtroyed, how 
could the Goſpel have been tranſmitted to us? let the Duty we owe to Gods 
Glory engage us to a conlideration of them 3 and the benefit we have chad by 
them alſo incite us; we uſually forget not things that are ſtrange, nor thtngs that 
are profitable 3 His works of old have:-been works of Wonder in themſelves, 
and profitable to us. To what end are the Praiſes of God diſcovered to the 
Generations to come, but that they ſhould refle& thoſe: Praiſes to Heaven 
again, and convey them -down to the Generations following? ?/zl. 78, 4. Shew- 
irg to the generation to come the praiſes of the Lord. 

I. This will help us in our inquiries in preſent providences. 

There is a beautiful connexian, between former and latter Providences; they 
are but ſeveral liaks of one Chajn. The Principle and endis-the fame ; 'That 
God from whence they come, that Chriſt to which they ted, is the ſame yeſter- 
day, to day: and. for ever. What God doth now, is but a ' Copy of what he 
pourtrayed 1n his word as dcne in former:ages; There are the ſame good- 
neſs, .the ſame deſign in both. | The Births:'of Providence are all of a like 
temper and diſpoſition, We cannot miſs of the underſtanding of them,'if we 
compare them with the ancient Copies : For:Gad is in the Generation of the 
Righteous, the ſame Gad (till: God is the ame, his ends are the ſame, the 
events will be the ſame. TW 

2+ .Tt will ſupport our Faith.: | The reaſon of 'our diffidence of God in the 
cauſe of the Church, is the forgetfulneſs of his former appearances for her. O ! 
if we did remember his - former goodneſs, we ſhould not be 'ſo ready to doubt 
of his fature care. This was the Pſalmiſts care in his deſpondencies, and in 
his overwhelming troubles of ſpirit, Pſal. 37. 9. Hath God forgotter to be 
gracious ? hath he in anger ſhut mp his tender avercies ? but verſe 10. He con; 
cludes it his #»firmity, and reſolves upon a review of the Records of Gods an- 
cient works for his: People, and the years of the righe hand of the moſt High, 
theſe times wherein'he declared his. Power \;and\ his glory, and fo proceeds to 
the top of all their deliverances, viz. that out of Egype. Doth Gods Wiſdom 
decay? or his Power grow feeble 2 I: not his Intereſt the ſame ? Is he not a God 
ſtill like himſelf? Is nat his glory' asdear to him :as before? ' Hath he caft off 
his affeQtion to his own name ? Why ſhould not he then: do'the ſame works, 
ſince he hath the ſame concern ? God himſelf to encourage us calls them to our 

- remembrance, 7/a. 50. 2. 1s my hand ſhortned that I cannot redeem, or have 1 no 
power. to. deliver ? behold, at my rebuke I do dry up the ſea, T wake the Rivers 4 
| Wilderneſs, 
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Wilderneſs, exc. Amnot I the fame Go4 that dried up the Sea, that wrought 
thoſe ancient wonders which amaz'd the World 2 What ddth your diſtruſt ſigni- 
© the impair of my Power? Rouſe up your ſelves to a conſideration of 
them ! And thence gather freſh ſupplies co ſtrengthen you in your preſent de- 
pendence upon me! He puts us in mind of them, becauſe we are apt to forget 
them. Ger. 15.6. When it is ſaid Abraham believed in the Lord, and it was 
accounted to kim for righteouſneſs; God anſwered him, v. 7. 7 aw the Lord 
that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, keep up thy Faith, and to that 
end, remember what I did for thee before in calling thee / caſt thy eye. upon 
that place whence [ delivered thee! either from the Idolatries of the place, or 
the perſecution he was in for the true Worſhip of God. And as God puts him 
in mind of his Mercy he had ſhewn to him before for the encouragement of 
his Faith; ſo the people of God have made uſe of themto this end. Goliab's 
Sword was counted by Davzd the fitteſt for his defence in his flight, becauſe 
it had been a Monument of Gods former deliverance of him, 1 Sam. 21. 9. When 
he asks for a Sword or Spear, Abimelcch ſaid, the ſword of Goliah whom thou 
ſlewesb, is bere; and David ſaid, there is none like that, give it me. How haſty he 
catches at it / There is none like'that Sword that hath ſo ſignal a mercy writ 
upon it. That very Sword will not only defend me againſt my enemies, but guard 
my Faith againſt thoſe Temptations that would invade it. This encouragement 
of Faith and Hope is the end of God in his tranſmiſſion-of the Records of his 
former Provideaces to us, Pſal. 78. 6, 7. That the generation to come might hnow 
them, and declarethem to their children; From one Poſterity to another, that 
they might ſet their hope in God. 

3. Itwill enliven onr Prayer. ; 

"Tis a mighty Plea in Prayer. How often doth David urge it? Thou haſt 
been my help, thou haſt delivered my Soul from Death, wilt thou not deliver 
my feet from falling but in the Churches concerns too, 1 Chroz. 16.11, 12. 
Seek the Lord and his Strength, ſeek his face continually : remember the marvellous 
works that he hath done. A refleftion upon what God hath done, ſhould be 
xgyoyned with our deſires of what we would have God to do for us. When 
Moſes was praying upon the top, while Z/rae! was fighting with A- 
#2aleck_ at the foot of the hill; he had the Rod of Godin his hand, Exod. 17. g. 
That miraculous Rod which had amazed Phpraob, whoſe motion ſummoned all 
the Plagues upon them, That Rod which had ſplit the Sea for their paſſage, 
broached the Rock for their thirſt, and had been inſtrumental in many Mira- 
cles: certainly Moſes {hewed this rod to God, and pleaded all thoſe wonderful 
deliverances God had wrought inſ{trumentally by it. No doubt but he carried 
it with him to ſhew to God for a Plea, as well as to the [/rae/ztes to ſpirit their 
Reſolutions againſt their Enemies. 4. It will prevent much Sin. 

A forgetfulneſs of his former works is one cauſe of our preſeat Provocations. 
It was ſo in the caſe of the 1/raelites fin, Pſal. 106. 7. They remembred not the 
multitude of bis mercies, but provoked thee at the ſea, even at the red ſeas they 
had loſt the memory of ſo many Miracles in Egypt, and which aggravated their 
Sin, they provoked him at the Sea, at the red Jea; they provoked himunder 
a preſent 1adigency, as well as againſt former-mercy : they provoked himinthat 
place of ſtreights where all the powers on Earth'could not have relieved them, 
bad Heaven neglefted them. ' The Provocation you may ſee, Exod. 14. 11, 12. 
which ſprang from a forgetfulneſs of his: kindneſs fo lately ſhewed to them. 
How apt are we to forget old Mercies, wheti we are fo naturally apt to blot 
out of our memories mercies newly received ? If this were well conſidered 
by men, it would prevent their enterprizes againſt the Church, and conſequently 
their ſhame and nine. Are there Records of any who have hardened them- 
ſelves againſt God and profpered *,* How migit in that refleftion be ſeen the * 
fraſtrations of Counſels, diſpracing of attempts;ſhowers of Fury and Vengeance 
from Heaven upon' the heads" of fuch > The reaſon why the wonderful works 
of God were tobe'made known to poſterity, was, that they might not- be as 


their Fathers, a Stubborn and Rebellious Generation * of men. If they did con * Plal.78.6,4. 


fiderthoſe tranſaQions of God in and for his Church,they could no more _ to 
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ſtop the 'breath of perpetual powerful Providence, than to bridle in a Storm, 
or ſtop the motion of the Sun. To conclude this : Gods Providential Jadges» 
ments are to be remembred : though they are for the puniſhment of theage 
that fee] then, they are allo for the inſtruftion of the age which ſucceeds them 
tell. 192 number, be as exact as in your Accounts, wherein you take notice of 
every number, minute, and cipher. The works of Providence as well as the 
Doftrine. of God, are partsof a Childs Catechiſm, they are to keep up the 
conſideration of them in themſelves, and hand them in inſtruction to their Chil. 
dren. 

Fifibly, The fifth Duty. AG faith on Gods Providence. 

Times of trouble ſhould betimes of confidence ; fixedneſs of heart on God 
would prevent fears of heart. Pſal. 112. 7. He ſhll not be affraid of evil ty- 
dings, his heart is fixed ; how? truſting in the Lord : his heart is eſt«bliſhed, they 
ſhall not be moved,Otherwiſe without it we ſhall be as light gas a Cock moved 
with every blaſt of evil tydings, our hopes will ſwim or fink according to 
the news we hear. Providence would ſeem to fleep, unleſs Faith and Prayer 
awakened it. The Diſciples had but little Faith in their Maſters account, yer 
that little Faith awakened bim in a Storm, and he relieved them. Uabeliefdoth 
only diſcourage God from ſhewing his power in taking our parts. Every one 
will walk in the name of his God, and we will walk in the name of the Lord 
our God for ever and ever, Micah 4. 5." Heathens will truſt 1n their Idols, and 
(ball not we in that God that lives for ever ? Have we any reaſon to have 
2 leſs eſteem of our confideace in God, than Heathens had of and ia their Idols? 
we ſhould do our duty, which is Faith and Hope, and leave God to do his 
work, which is mercy and kindneſs. By unbelief we deny his Providence, 
difparage his Wiſdom, and ſtrip him of his Power; we have none elle to trult, 
no creature can order any thing for the Churches good without Gods com- 
miſſion and direCtion 3 what ſhould we truſt him for ? for that wherein his glo- 
ry is concerned, which is more worth to him than all the World beſides, 
Truſt him moſt whea inſtruments fail, God takes them oft ſumetime, to ſhew 
that he needs not any, and to have our confidence rightly placed on him, which 
ſtaggered before between him and the Creature. 

I. All the godly formerly did a& Faith on «leſs founlation. The godly 
Patriarchs who lived eight or nige hundred years, depended upon Providence 
that long time, and ſhall not we fe ſeventy years, the uſual term of mans life [ 
They had Promiſes to ſupport them, we have not only the ſame Promiſe, bur 
the Performances of them too. They had Providences, we have the ſame and 
more, all upon Record in Scripture, all ſiace the Canon of Scripture was cloſed; 
whatſoever God hath remarkably done for his people in all ages. Ad: 2 had 
but one Promiſe, and but little experience of Gods Providence, yet no doubt 
truſted in him. We have a multitude of Promiſes, not only pronounced, but 
ſcaled, confirmed by many repetitions, which are freſh obligations laid by God 
upon himſelf. The experience of all the Providences of God towards his Church 
for above five thouſand years; and ſhall our Faith ſtagger when upon us are 
come the ends of the World? doth it become us to bave our Obligations to 
Faith ſo ſtrong, and our Exerciſe of it fo weak ? The promiſe of Chrilt 
* that aVirgin ſhould bring forth a Son, was thought by God a ſufficient ſecu- 
rity to ſupport their confidence in him againſt the fury of their enemies 3 It 
being a greater wonder - that a Virgin without loſs of her Virginity ſhould 
bring forth a Son, thart the routing of an Hoſt of Enemies. Is not then the 
performance of this Gods actual ſending his Son to us through the Womb of 
a Virgin, a higher greund of confidenee fot the Churches ſucceſs in every thing 


elſe, than barely the Promiſe could be 2 All creatures in danger have a natural 
confidence in God, He is #he confidence of all the ends of the earth; but the 
Churches confidence may be more firmly placed in him, becauſe he is particularly 
the God of their Salvation, Pſal. 65. 5. By terrible things, in righteouſneſs, wilt 
thou anſwer wr, OGod of our ſaluation, who art the confidence of all the ends 
of the earth. 


, 2. "Tis 


Druine Providence. OT 


— DO. 


2. 'Tis your only way to have mercy for the Church, ard for our ſelves. 

If he take pleaſure in them that hope in his mercy, asit is in ſal. 147, 17. 
He will take plealure to relieve them, He will ftrengrhen the bars of thrir gates, 
verſe 13. If he take pleaſure in them that Kope in his mercy, thea the ſtroag- 
er and more lively their hope is, the more intenſe is Gods pleafure in theut, 
It they do not hope in his Mercy, he hath no pleaſure in them, and no delight 
tothem. He hath a goodneſs laid up for them that fear him, and he will lav 
it out too for thera that truſt in him, Pſal. 31. 15. 0 how great is rhy goodneſs 
which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee, which thon haſt wrought for 
them that truſt in thee before the ſons of men? *Tis laid up for all that fear 
him , but it is wrought for them that truſt in him. It is manifeſted upon 
ſpecial a&ts of truſt and relyance, and wrought before the ſons of men. Thoſe # 
that own God publickly in a way of relyance, God will own them publickly 
ina way of kindneſs. Faith is the key that unlocks the Cabinet of ſpecial Provi- 
dence. Thoſe eyes which move about all the World,are fixed upon thoſe that truſt 
ia him , Pſal. 33. 18. The eze of the Lord is upon them that hop? in his mercy. 

The faxth Duty. Wait upon God in the way of his providence. Wait upon 

'him as he is a faithful Creator *, much more fiace the title of being our Re- * 1 Per. 4. 12. 
deemer is addcd to that of our Creator, which {trengthens his Relation to us. 
Not to wait, diſparageth his care, bounds his power, or refle&s upon his Wiſ- 
don, asf he had (tript himſelf of his immenſe goodneſs, and forgot both 
his Promiſe and his People 3 as if he had cancelled the Covenant, and 
given up his whole intereſt to the Luſts of men. Wait in the ſaddeſt ap- 
pearances3z the hour of Chriſts death was diſmal in the World, and darknef 
upon the Earth 5 A Miraculous Eclipſe of the Sun taken notice of by the very 
Heathens 3 yet were we never nearer to happineſs than in that dreadful time 
wic1.2ur Saviour was moſt dyed fn his own Blood. The Sanguine Com- 
p':x108 of the Evening-sky, 18a prefage ofa fair ſucceeding Morning 3 ſo many 
Lites 15 £6 red Veſture of the Church. 


I. Wait upon him obedientially. 

Commit your ſouls to God, but ix well doivg *. Uſe no indiret means; a * 1 Per, 4. 15; 
con'empt of the precept cannot conſilt with Faith in either Promiſe or Pro+ 
vidence. The obeying part 1s ours, the governing part is Gods, Prov. 23. 17. 
Let not thine heart envy Sinners : but be thou in the fear of the Lord ill the day 
lono ; for ſurely there is an end, and thine expeF4tion ſhall not be cut off. God 
will govern all the day, but we mult fear him all the day. Whea fear on our 
part attends Government on Gods part, there will be an end "of our carnal 
fears, and a good iflue of our hopes. The greateſt deliverances of his C:;urch 
have been when his People has ſtvod fill; Exod. 14. 13. As that deliverance 
was atype of all future, and a ground of Faith ; fo the carriage God enjoyned 
was arule to his People in all future (traits. *Tis againſt the Laws of Gods 
Government for thoſe liſted in his Service to ſtir without order. The Law is 
our {ianding-Rnle of Duty. Providence cannot be a ſtanding viſible Rule, 
becauſe of the variety and ſeeming crofsneſs of it ſometimes ro our appre- 
henfions. Do not preſume to lead God, but be led by him : *Tis our ſafety 
to follow him, 'tis our fin and danger to preſume to be his Diretors. We 
may loſe our ſclves when we are our own blind guides, and fall into a ditch: 
but when we follow God, he hath wiſdom to foreſee the Precipices we 
may {tumble into, and goodnels to divert us from them. By interpoſing car- 
nal devices, men may prehaps have their ends, but with little comfort, perhaps 
much bitterneſs to themſelves. Jacob by his haſty uſing his own and his mothers 
ſinful proje&t for the Blefting, got 1t indeed, but a croſs too, for he was a 
man of Sorrows all his days. By waiting in Gods way, we ſhall have our 
ends with more ſweetneſs, becauſe purely -a fruit of Gods care and good- 
neſs. 

2. Wait patiently, How often are our Spirits troubled about future events, 
and arc atiraid of the evil which threatens us, as if we were in pain for God, 
and in doubt of his wile Condutt 2 Think not Gods time too long. He 
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waits as much for a fit opportunity to ſhew his Mercy, as you can wait for the 
enjoyment of it, Iſa. 13. 18. Therefore will the Lord wait that be may be gre- 
cions unto you > bleſſed are all they that wait for him. Tis a part of our be. 
ſedneſs to wait for God, fince it is a part ot Gods kindneſs to wait for a fit 
ſeaſon to be gracious to us. *Tis not for us to preſcribe Rules to God, buy: 
follow the Rules he preſcribes to us- He hath freely made his Promiſe, ler 
him be Maſter of his own time to make it good. He will ſhew as much Wiſ- 
dom in accompliſhing, as he did Mercy. in declaring it. God can do things 
in a moment , but it is his wiſdom to take time, that his People may have 
time to exerciſe their truſt, their hope, and their patience. He will take time 
in the ways of his Providence, as well as he did in the works of Creation. He 
allotted fix days to that which he could have framed m a minute. He is 
Judge of what is needful for us, and when it is necdſul for us. If God 
ſhould give us that, which is amercy in its own nature, many times when we 
deſire it, it might not be a mercy. If we will truſt the skill of his Wiſdom 
for the beſt ſeaſon, it cannot but be a mercy, for he will give it us with his own 
glory, and grace wrapt up in it, which will make it ſweeter to himſelf when 
his Wiſdom is honoured, and ſweeter tous when our good is promoted. Gods 
methods appear in the end both wiſer and better than our frames. Enfinite 
goodneſs aims more at our welfare, than our ſhallow ſelf-love ; and infinite 
wiſdom can conduCt things to our welfare better than our ſhort-fighted $kill. 
He that knows all the moments of time, knows beſt how to time his aQions. 
As God (taid for afulnefs of time to bring the great Redemption by Chriſt in - 
to the World, ſo he ſtays for a fulneſs of time tobring all the great conſequences 
and appendices of it unto his Church. Everything is beautiful in his time, In 
its own time; In Gods time, not in ours *, &c. 

3. Wait conſtantly. Though the Wheels of Providence ſeem ſometimes to 
ſtand ſtill *, and God ſeems to put aperiod to the care of his Church, yet lec 
not us negle@t our Duty, Wait a while, and the Wheels will-be put upon 
their former rolling. Some particular paſſages of Providence may trouble us 
for a while, but inthe iſſue God may anſwer our deſires above our expeta- 
tions, and thereby confute our fears, His Providences are ſometimes like 
Rivers that run under ground, out of fight, but will riſe again with a delightful 
Stream, with ſome new Medicinal quality, contratted from the Earth by the 
way. YJoſepha Priſoner waits upon God for his Liberty,and God gives him free- 
dom with preferment. God can bring about his Peoples ſafety by uncxpetted 
ways. Who would have imagined before, that his own Drcam ſhould make 
him a Captive, and Pharaoh's Dream make him a Favourite ? The chict Butler 
remembers him not till he was in an exigencie, and the divining skill of the 
Wiſe men of Egypt confounded. Joſeph loſt nothing by waiting upon God, 
who made ſo many circumſtances concur to promote . his Honour. Wait 
therefore upon him in the foreſt afflitions. The Church is only afflifted in 
Mercy, but the Enemies of it are pulled up by the roots, Jer. 35. 11. 1 am 
with thee to ſave thee ; though I make a full end of the Nations whithcy I have ſcat- 
tered thee, yet I will not make a full end of thee, but I will corre thee in meaſure. 
God deals with his People as a Father, who correQts to reform, not to deſtroy; 
but with his enemies he deals as a Judge. God's Providence, like Moſes his 
Rod, may ſeem ſometimes a devouring Serpent, but it is to convince the 
Egyptians, and deliver the Iſraelites. 

4. Wait in the uſe of lawful means for preſervation; Not to uſe means, is to 
flight his Providence 3 not to truſt it. It ſeems not to confiſt with the wiſdom 
of God jto order things always ſo, as to be neccſſitated to put forth an ex- 
traordinary power in things which his creatures by a common Providence can 
naturally accompliſh. God faves by natural means; when they will not ſerve 
the turn, he will ſave by ſupernatural. God choſe an Ark to preſerve Noah 
in. He did not want ſupernatural means for his preſervation. He might have 
catched him up in a Cloud, and continued him there till the drying of the 
waters. Noah doth not diſpute the bukigneſs with God, but prepares an Ark 
according to his order, and he was righteous in his obedience as well as in 
his truſt. God {wouldy, not preſerve our Saviour by a Miracle, when ordinary 
means 
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means would ſerve the turn. '- He commands Joſeph by | his Ange! to flee into | 
Egypt with the Child *. Joſeph defires not God to preſerve him by an ex- * wii 2. 15; 
traordinary power to fave his pains of travelling ; he ſubmits to Gods order, | 
and God quickly clears the way for his return. Indeed ſometimes the wheels 
of Provideace are lifted up from the Earth, and do not go in the ordinary 
tracts *; but Miracles muſt be left to Gods Pleaſure, for us to defire them is to Wit 7. 56 
tempt our great Governor. | "9 

The Seventh Duty. Pray for the Church. | Re 

"Tis an encouragerment that our Suit in this caſe will not be denied. * The de- 
fire of welfare is conformable to his Counſe), which ſhall ſtand notwithſtanding . 
the Devices of men.: His Counſel in. particular concerns of men: ſhall ſtarid, Prov. rg. 2i, 
much more is the ſtability of this Counſel for the Church. He is a God hear- 
ing Prayer ia a way of common Providence, and a God hearing Prayer in a 
way of ſpecial attention, Pſa}. 61. 1. Hear my cry, O God, attend unto my prayer. 
David deſires that God would hear him, as more particularly concerned in 
his caſe. He is ſo in the concerns of his Church ; will he hear an 1&-»2e! cry- 
ing for himſelf, and young Lyons roaring for their Prey, and ſtop his Ears to / 
the voice of his owa Spirit in his People, pleading for the Church, dearer to &, 
him than the whole maſs of Nature? We have greater Arguments touſe than 
in any other caſe, The Relation the Churth hath to God ; The affe&ion 
God hath to the Church. Lazarus whom thou loveſt is ſick, was Martha's at- * 
gument to Chriſt, What greater encouragement to our Petitions, than Gods 
affe&ion, than Gods Relation? God loves to have our affeftion comply with 
his; God loves others the better for ſoliciting its welfare. Aoſes had the greateſt 
manifeſtation of Gods Love after he had prayed for the 7/raelites * though in «x, 22.55 
a caſe of fin, and preſently after in Exod. 33. 11. God fpeaks with him face _ 
z0 face as 4 man ſpeaks to his friend; and in the ſame chapter, and the beginning 
of Exod. 34. God ſhews him his glory as much as he was capable to bear. 
Daxiel wasa great Petitioner for the Church *.' He was Gods great favourite wh, 9. 3,21 
upon that account, and had the cleareſt and higheſt Revelations made to him of PSs 
the courſe of Providence in the World. 

The eighth Duty. When you receive any mercy for the Church in anſwer of Pray- 
er, give God the glory of it. | | 

The variety of his Providences gives us matter for new ſonps and compoſliti- | 
ons. What Volleys of joyful ſhouts > what Hallelujahs to God do we find _h 
upon the Ruin of Antichriſt, Rev 19. 1,2,3. God calls for Praiſe out of the 
Throne, wer/e. 5. and the Church returns it, verſe 6, 7. *Tis God rides 
upen the Cherub, 'tis God that fits upon the wings of the Wind, 'tis God 
who is in all Inſtruments to quicken their motions, and direct them to their Pal. 18. 10. 
{cope. 

The ninth Duty. 1mitate God in kis affeFion to the Church. 

Chriſt did what he did for the good of his Church: God doth what he doth 
for the advantage of the Church. Let the ſame mind be in us that was in 
Chriſt ; let the ſame end be ours which is the end of God. Thus we ſhall be 
like our Creator, thus we ſhall be like our Governor, thus we ſhall be like our 
Redeemer. Men te it kindly from others that love thoſe they haye a re- 
ſpe& for. God loves all that love his People, and bleſſes them that bleſs 
them, Ger. 12. 3. T7 will bleſs them that bleſs thee, and curſe them that 
curſe thee. | | | 

The tenth Duty. Look after ſencerity before God. 

"Tis for the ſecurity of ſuch that God ſhews himſelf ſtrong, No man that 
fully believes and underſtands this DoQtrine, but ſhould be glad to be of that 
happy Society, that Aſſembly of the firſt born, who are under the care of a 
watchful eye, and the mighty power of the God of the whole Earth. When 
God choſe Iſrael, the very ſtrangers ſhould for their own Intereſt joyn with 
them, *. And to ſuch as take hold of bis ovenant he promiſes to give a name 
in bis houſe that ſhall not be cut off *. Yea, even tothe ſons of the ſtrangers a, 14 h 
that ſhould joyn themſelves to the Lord. v. 6. Let this encourage us to Chriſti. * 
anity. God never cncouraged men to be Chriitians by Promiſes of Worldly 

O greatneſs, 0 
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greatnef, but by Promiſes of a conſtant care of them for their happities, b 
- Promiſes of: making all things work together 'for their good. - If Ged will 
ſhew himſelf ſtrong for thoſe that are perfe& in heart rewards him, then he 
hath no ſtrength tor thoſe that are unſound and' falſe in heart towards him, 
No man hath an intereſt in his ſpecial Providence without Faith. The Pow. 
._... xx, Knowledg, Wiſdom of God, are all ſet againſt him. -*Fhough the whole 
'* World be ia commotions, the Earth be removed, and the Mountains caſt into 
the depths of t he Sea, there is no ground-of fear to 'Faith's but what Buckler 
- againſt them bath Unbelief and Hypocrifie? What ſecurity againſt Wrath can 
Riches'give you £ What defence againſt his power can your Potſherd ſtrength 
-.i afford you ?+ It was not for Jobs wealth that God made his boaſts of him, but 
for his fiacerity, Job 'I. 8. Hoſt thou conſidered ty ſervent Job, that there is 


worie like him in the-earth. a perf.@ and an upright man? And for the want of 
this he loaths a World. Labour therefore for (incerity to wards God ; beg it 
.of God. Get the evidence of it, and preſerve it; Sv 
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